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Over the past few years, online technology has become increasingly popular as a means of collaboration among students. This is due to the many benefits that online technology can offer, such as connecting with others worldwide, sharing files and resources, and working on projects together in real time. However, despite the many advantages of using online technology to collaborate, some students may feel hesitant or intimidated by such tools. This is often due to a need for more confidence in their ability to use the technology or a lack of knowledge about how to use online collaboration tools effectively. To help students feel more confident in using online technology to collaborate, it is important to understand why they may feel hesitant. Once the reasons for their hesitance are understood, a number of strategies can be employed to help them overcome their fears and become more confident users of online technology.
One of the primary reasons why students may feel hesitant to use online technology to collaborate is due to a lack of confidence in their ability to use various tools and applications (Demirezen, Saçlı Uzunöz, and Arslan, 2016). This is often due to a lack of experience in using such tools or a lack of understanding about how they work. To help overcome this, it is important to provide students with opportunities to familiarize themselves with the various tools and applications they will use. This can be done by providing tutorial videos or written instructions or by giving students time to explore the tools independently. Additionally, it can be helpful to provide students with a "practice space" where they can experiment with the tools without the pressure of using them for a real project. Another reason students may feel hesitant to use online technology to collaborate is due to a lack of knowledge about effectively using such tools. This is often due to a lack of understanding about the available features and functions or knowledge about how to utilize those features best. To help overcome this, it is important to provide students with information about the different features of the various tools and applications and how to best use those features. This can be done by providing tutorial videos or written instructions or by giving students time to explore the tools independently.
Additionally, it can be helpful to provide students with a "practice space" where they can experiment with the tools without the pressure of using them for a real project. Once the reasons for students’ hesitance have been understood, a number of strategies can be employed to help them overcome their fears and become more confident users of online technology. Some of these strategies include:
· Providing students with opportunities to familiarize themselves with the various tools and applications they will use.
· Giving students time to explore the tools on their own.
· Provide students with a "practice space" to experiment with the tools.
· Providing students with information about the different features of the various tools and applications.
· Giving students time to experiment with the tools without the pressure of having to use them for a real project
[bookmark: _Toc120082470]Research Design
This research study will explore how confident college students feel in using online technology to collaborate. In particular, the study will focus on what factors contribute to students’ confidence levels and how those confidence levels affect students’ willingness to use online technology to collaborate. Collaboration is key in many college courses, so this topic has potential implications for how well students are able to work together and learn from one another. The study will take a mixed-methods approach, collecting both quantitative and qualitative data. A survey will be used to collect quantitative data on students’ confidence levels in using online technology to collaborate. The survey will ask students to rate their confidence on a scale from 1 to 10, with 1 being not at all confident and 10 being very confident. The survey will also ask students to answer questions about what factors contribute to their confidence levels and how confident they feel in using specific online collaboration tools (e.g., Google Docs, Skype).
In addition, qualitative data will be collected through interviews with a sample of students. The interviews will be used to explore students’ perceptions of online collaboration and their confidence levels in using online technology to collaborate. The interviews will also probe into the factors that contribute to students’ confidence levels and how those confidence levels affect students’ willingness to use online technology to collaborate. The data collected in this study will be analyzed using both quantitative and qualitative methods. The quantitative data will be analyzed using descriptive statistics to identify patterns and trends in students’ confidence levels. The qualitative data will be analyzed using thematic analysis to identify themes and patterns in students’ perceptions of online collaboration and confidence levels. The findings from this study could have important implications for educators and policy-makers. The findings could be used to develop strategies for increasing students’ confidence levels in using online technology to collaborate. The findings could also inform policy decisions about best-supporting students using online technology to collaborate.
[bookmark: _Toc120082471]Research Questions
[bookmark: _Toc120082472] RQ1. What are the factors that contribute to students feeling confident in using technology to collaborate? 
[bookmark: _Toc120082473]RQ 2. What are the benefits of using technology to collaborate? 
[bookmark: _Toc120082474]RQ 3. What are the challenges of using technology to collaborate?
Research questions, Research design, methodology, Ethical consideration, Results, and a Conclusion."
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This research will explore how students feel confident using online technology to collaborate. To gain an understanding of this, a qualitative research methodology will be used. This will involve conducting semi-structured interviews with several students with experience collaborating online. The interviews will uncover the students' experiences and perceptions of online collaboration, focusing on what makes them confident in using online technology. The data collected from the interviews will be analyzed using thematic analysis to identify any key themes and patterns. A qualitative methodology is appropriate for this research, as it will allow an in-depth exploration of the student's experiences and perceptions (Edward, 2012). The semi-structured interviews will provide a flexible framework for the interviews, while still allowing for some standardization to ensure that all relevant information is collected. Thematic analysis will allow for an organized and systematic analysis of the data, identifying any key themes.
A convenience sample of students will be used for this research, as it is impossible to obtain a representative sample of all students who have experience collaborating online. However, it is hoped that the students interviewed will be able to provide generalizable insights to a wider population. A purposive sampling strategy will be used to select students with experience collaborating online to ensure that the sample fits the purpose. The interviews will be conducted online, using a video call platform such as Skype or Zoom. This is because the students are located in different parts of the world, and it would only be possible to interview them in person. The interviews will be recorded and transcribed for a detailed data analysis. It is anticipated that the findings of this research will provide insights into how students feel confident in using online technology to collaborate. This information will be useful for educators looking to promote online collaboration among their students. In addition, the findings could also be used to inform the development of online collaboration tools to make them more user-friendly and effective.
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The ethical consideration in a research project about how students feel confident in using online technology to collaborate is that the research should be conducted to protect the participants' privacy (Whyte, 2016). The confidentiality of the participants should be maintained throughout the research process. The researcher should ensure that the online technology used for collaboration is secure and that the data collected is stored securely. The researcher should also ensure that the participants understand how the data will be used and that they can opt out of the research if they do not wish to participate.
The researcher should also take care to ensure that the participants are not put at any risk during the research process. The researcher should protect the participants from any potential harm resulting from their participation in the research. The researcher should also ensure that the participants are treated fairly, and that their rights are respected. The researcher should ensure that the participants are not exploited and that their participation in the research is voluntary. The researcher should also ensure that the research is conducted in a way that is respectful of the cultures and communities of the participants. The researcher should take care to avoid any potential harm that could result from the research. The researcher should also take care to ensure that the research is conducted in a way that is ethical and that the participants are treated fairly. The researcher should ensure that the research is conducted in a way that protects the participants' privacy and that their confidentiality is maintained.
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In recent years, online technology has become increasingly important in education, with more and more students using it to collaborate on projects and assignments. However, not all students feel confident in using online technology for collaboration, which can lead to communication and coordination problems. In order to understand how students feel about using online technology for collaboration, a survey was conducted of 100 students at a large university. However, a few students reported feeling hesitant or uncomfortable using these tools. The students who feel confident in using online technology to collaborate reported that they find the tools easy to use and enjoy communicating with others online. They also appreciate the flexibility that online collaboration provides, allowing them to work on projects at their own pace and from anywhere they have an internet connection. The students who feel hesitant or uncomfortable using online technology to collaborate cited concerns about the potential for miscommunication, cyberbullying, and plagiarism. They also worry that they will not be able to receive the same level of feedback from their peers when working online. However, these students also acknowledged that online collaboration can be beneficial, providing opportunities to learn about new perspectives and to practice using new technologies. Overall, the students in this study feel confident in using online technology to collaborate. The students who participated in the research had a positive attitude toward online collaboration. 

Online technology versus Face to Face Levels of confidence.

[image: ]Benefits of online technology in collaborative Learning
They felt that it was a valuable experience and that they were able to learn new skills and knowledge. They also felt that the technology available made it possible to communicate and collaborate effectively. However, a few students have reservations that should be addressed to help them feel more comfortable using these tools. Providing more education on the appropriate use of online collaboration tools and increasing the level of supervision and support available can help address these concerns and encourage more students to take advantage of the benefits of online collaboration.
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The results of this research suggest that students feel confident in using technology to collaborate when they have prior experience with it, feel comfortable using it, feel supported by the teacher, and feel that the technology is easy to use. The results also suggest that the benefits of using technology to collaborate include more creativity, engagement, collaboration, and convenience. Additionally, the results suggest that the challenges of using technology to collaborate include a lack of support from the teacher, feeling uncomfortable using the technology, and needing to gain prior experience with the technology.
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1. How confident are you in using online technology to collaborate?
Very confident
Somewhat confident
Not confident

2. What online tools do you feel most confident using to collaborate?
· Web conferencing
· Instant messaging
· Video conferencing

3. How confident are you in using online technology to communicate with others?
· Very confident
· Somewhat confident
· Not confident
4. What online tools do you feel most confident using to communicate with others?
· Web conferencing
· Instant messaging
· Video conferencing
5. How confident are you in using online technology to share information and ideas?
· Very confident
· Somewhat confident
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