Assessment 1 	ECSS 6002	Student 1503155


Critically explore how the current political landscape between Europe and the UK is affecting Wales’s devolved Government. Students should refer to issues within the fluid ‘Brexit’ negotiations currently being reported via a wide range of media sources.  

Introduction 
This paper aims to examine and explain the applied question to do this it will insight relevant background. It will also instigate an enforced stop, on the analysis of the relevant source data to tie in with the UK parliament’s Christmas break. Which this year is the 21st December 2017 according to its own source Parliament (2017). This stop on the data flow into the compiled work will allow the paper to portray the political landscape, without the complexity of the fluidity of the current negotiations around Brexit which are continuing day by day. Allowing this paper to become relevant in the time line, and by being up to date as possible. This essay will look at data sources across a wide media field as some literature reviews, written reports and scholar articles are static in content. Although these raise valued points they cannot match the fluidity of respected and discourse media sources. It will also include current insights in the negations through governmental and relevant websites. The political makeup and landscape will be made precise at the time of conception of writing and what are the Welsh devolved Government arguments are in the UK Brexit negotiations. It can be seen in the voter outcome and by some of the commentaries from political masters. That on the E U referendum vote some class division appears apparent this phenomenon is further explored, giving some relevance background towards the main topic of the paper. One of which is where the Welsh devolved government is analysed across a historical time line by the Acts of Parliament for Wales. Explaining what devolved powers they release and transmit to the Welsh assembly pre- post Brexit. The final parts of the paper access questions arising around EU funding in Wales highlighting examples in regeneration areas and cross-party infrastructure projects. With outcomes of post Brexit scenarios, and what future funding planning is proposed. This Paper will also look at political division across parties and reconciliation towards a united approach towards Brexit.

        
Brexit or UK Exit, an ephemeral understanding of the referendum outcome in Wales with an observant emphasis of class division. 
One issue that stands out and has been raised in the frenzied media coverage at the start of the referendum. Is one of the basic terminology and settling on what to call the abbreviation for the UK’s Exit from the European Union (EU) or Brexit, as its now known. Which is incorrect according to political scientist Brendan O’Leary. He states in his 2016 paper that the abbreviated term Brexit is misleading, and impossible to achieve because Britain, is not a political unit neither is it a sovereign State or a member state of the European Union, he argues that. ‘To use BREXIT is to do verbal violence to the nature of the UK, which is a double union, not a British nation-state’ insisting that UK Exit is correct abbreviation rather than Brexit he continues 
Britain’ is inaccurate shorthand for the multi-national state that is officially described as the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland—for which the usual abbreviations are either the United Kingdom, or the UK (UKGB & NI I) (O’Leary, 2016).
Although O’Leary argues against Brexit as a terminology Mosley, (2016) investigated its rise of use in his report for the BBC. Stating that Peter Widing is the founder of the term first used in a tweet which is a message, image, etc, posted on social media website Twitter. Widing, posted the tweet in 2012, eight months before the UK referendum was announced by the then Conservative Prime Minister David Cameron. The Term has now been verified by the Oxford English dictionary (2017) Who state its meaning as ‘The withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union’. Brexit, is now firmly established in English language with a large rise in its use in 2016, up by 3,400 percent according to Collins dictionary, and becoming their word of the year. The editor for Collins dictionary Mary O’ Neill stated, "It's really amazing how it has gone from virtually nothing to the word on everyone's lips." (O’Neill, 2016 cited in Mosley, 2016). Understanding the referendum outcome in Wales and why the region elected to leave the EU is a complex one, and the electorate decided on many variations of the issues that were put to them. Guy Goodwin gives his view at an event for Public Policy Institute for Wales, he highlights 67 % of welsh voters wanted immigration reduced and Wales had a high level of support to leave before Brexit began and that Welsh Voters want free trade but not free movement he concluded his speech by reflecting on policy of the campaigns.
People did not ‘get’ the Remain campaign’s messages about the benefits of EU membership, and this might be one of the causes of claims about not having enough information. Policymakers need to reflect on how policy is understood by the public (Goodwin, 2017).
The BBC Welsh affairs editor agrees with Goodwin, on the lack of positive campaigns. The Welsh assembly election campaign was far too late and by not using their popularity and positioning of the strong leaders they had at the time to persuade people to vote to Remain. He looks at the outcome of the leave vote in Wales, linking Class division towards its outcome 
It is not the individual politicians we should be looking at - it is actually a question of income and social class more than political affiliation or political leadership’ he continues. It seems to me that there is an income and class distribution question far more than there is a political one (Roderick, 2016).
There is some truth in this argument around class division BBC Wales political editor Nick Servini tweeted live on results night in 2016 ‘It appears to be about class more than anything: Vale of Glam, Monmouthshire and Cardiff wanted to remain, the most affluent parts of Wales’ (Servini 2016). Once all the voting was counted the five constituencies who voted to remain were Gwynedd, Cardiff, Ceredigion, the Vale of Glamorgan and Monmouthshire. These are the more affluent areas of Wales all choosing to remain. With the remaining 17 councils, many of them controlled and supported by labour backing a leave vote. Political reporter in popular discourse John Harris, emphases this point 
This is about so much more than the European Union. It is about class, and inequality, and a politics now so professionalised that it has left most people staring at the rituals of Westminster with a mixture of anger and bafflement (Harris, 2016).  
Table 1:  Shows the total share of vote in Wales in the EU referendum  
Region total
Remain: 772,347
Leave: 854,572
Counted: 1,628,054 Valid Votes: 1,626,919 Rejected Ballots: 1,135
	
	Electorate
	Voter turnout %
	Votes for remain
	Votes For leave
	Vote % for remain

	Vote % for leave

	Wales 
	2,270,272 
	71.7
	772,347
	854,572
	47.5
	52.5




Thirty year wait for power and control, Welsh Devolution in brief.  
Formal devolution for Wales was first introduced in the Wales Act (1988) by the UK Government. The act only allowed an executive option for the new Welsh assembly government, and it did not have the power to pass legislation in the same way as the Scottish Parliament or the Northern Ireland Assembly. The new act only allowed Wales to follow a defined powers model initially, where the Welsh Assembly has only the powers bestowed on it by the UK Parliament. With these legislative powers out of alignment against those of the other UK devolved governments, the National Assembly Government decided on a commission to investigate the expansion of its powers by Lord Richard, in 2004. His white Paper called the Richard report, in which he advocated towards fully devolved law-making powers for the Welsh assembly. The UK Government of the time, believed that the paper was too radical a proposal and instigated its own interpretation for expansion of the Welsh assembly’s executive powers. Passing a new act, the Wales Act (2006) this repealed most of the original 1988 Act. This event granted the Welsh government the ability to pass legislation as assembly measures although these did not have the same status as acts of law from the Scottish Parliament or the Northern Ireland Assembly, but were superior than what was originally given in the 1988 act (Panara and Becker, 2011, pp. 281-282). The act of 2006 has since been further amended first in 2014 and again in 2017. These new revisions bring The Wales Act (2017) up to date more in line with the Scottish and Northern Irish Parliaments being one of fairer devolution based on a ‘reserved powers model’. Which is a model in that everything is devolved apart from reserved statutes, and gives The National Assembly ability to legislate on what it chooses apart from items on the reserve list to the UK Parliament (Cardiff University 2015). The Secretary of State for Wales added.
This truly marks the coming of age of Welsh devolution. I will be working closely with the National Assembly and the Welsh Government in the coming months on plans to bring the new Welsh devolution settlement into force (Carins, 2017).
The Wales Act (2017) gives more control and powers and offers the National Assembly the ability to make statutes and legislate laws although some welsh ministers have been critical of the amendments. A BBC report gives a view citing First Minister Carwyn Jones who said the legislation could be better but it "takes Wales forward" (Jones, 2017 cited in BBC 2017). Popular discourse website Wales Online highlight further arguments. The first minister Carwyn Jones, in debate in the Senedd, stated “There are some areas where there appears to be a rowing back of the devolution settlement and it appears to be inadequate in comparison with the [alternative] Bill drafted by the Welsh government.” Plaid Cymru who voted against the bill their chair Dai Lloyd was stronger in his argument “This is an undemocratic bill which represents a significant roll-back of powers. Plaid Cymru cannot, in good conscience, support a bill which undermines the democratic will of people in Wales who voted for more powers in the 2011 referendum” (Jones, Lloyd, 2017 cited in Wales Online 2017). The Wales Act (2017) gives powers to the National Assembly on Agriculture, Forestry, Animals, Plants and Rural Development, Ancient Monuments and Historic Buildings, Culture​​, Economic Development, Education and Training, Environment, Fire and Rescue Services and Fire Safety, Food, Health and Health Services, Highways and Transport, Housing, Local Government, National Assembly for Wales, Public Administration Social Welfare, Sport and Recreation, Tourism, Devolved Taxes, Town and Country Planning, Water, Flood Defence, and Welsh Language. The reserve power model and most of the powers it enforces will come into effect on the 1st April 2018. A governmental press release gives a voice for the Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns, to express a view. 
The reserved powers model marks a significant step forward in Welsh devolution and implements the clearer devolution settlement provided in the Wales Act. The additional powers for the Assembly and Welsh Ministers will strengthen Welsh devolution and set it on a clear course for the future. The Welsh Government now needs to be innovative with the opportunities these new powers provide and deliver the improvements in devolved services that the people of Wales deserve (Carins 2017).
Moon and Evans give a contradiction in their paper for the London school of Economics. 
The story of Welsh constitution-building has been an example of how the process should not be done: for every step forward, it has seemed as if two were taken back. The new Act does not mark an end to this story. 
They conclude their paper with ‘The 2017 Act creates as much as it conquers problems; Wales, once again, continues to provide a prime example to policy makers of what not to do’ (Moon and Evans, 2017).
European influence in welsh social economic regeneration and development and the effect of Brexit upon it  
European influence across Wales is clearly noticeable, especially in those regions that the European Union considers the most deprived. Like the South Wales valleys, the West and North-West Wales, travelling around these areas it is easy to spot the EU blue and gold stared signs pointing out that the project was a European funded one. With an ongoing investment of billions of pounds placed across hundreds of projects some of which are very considerable. Examples, like major University infrastructure, leisure developments and inter county road improvements. With smaller local and community-based initiatives making up much of its remit. Dickens explains in her reports for the BBC ‘Since 2000, £5.3bn has flowed into Wales from the European Union to help its most deprived communities’. Further expressing that this funding is set to continue until 2020 with £1.8 billion available between 2014-2020, Its far-reaching presence affecting most of the population in some way (Dickins, 2017). The way Wales is supported with E U Developmental aid is decided by the Welsh European funding office who have several key funds to distribute monies. Wales Council for voluntary action gives insight into distribution.   
European Social Fund (ESF) 
ESF is about people. Its purpose is to improve employment opportunities, promote social inclusion and invest in skills by providing support to help people fulfil their potential. 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF
ERDF is about business and infrastructure. Its purpose is to support research, strengthen businesses, promote renewable energy and improve infrastructure. The two remaining funds are the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and the European Fisheries Fund. (Wales Council for Voluntary Action 2017).
Gowland, agrees and highlights supplementary aspects of funding in Welsh Faming. 
Wales receives a large amount of funding than either Northern Ireland or Scotland some of this funding is particularly crucial importance to certain sections of the Welsh economy effectively EU membership first became apparent in rural Wales to the workings of the common agricultural policy is estimated that the CAP provides 80 to 90% the basic farming income in Wales more generally it was the decline of heavy industry in the 1980s that highlighted the potential significance of EU membership (Gowland, 2017, p. 184).
Gowland stresses a further point that although EU funding is welcome, it may not always be straight forward in Welsh Politics. Leading to disagreements on the EU funding mechanisms in the 2000 Blair government forcing the removal of the then First Secretary for Wales Alun Michael MP serving between 1999-2000. (Gowland, 2017, p 184).  One of the poorest areas in Wales to benefit heavily from European regeneration is Ebbw Vale, a small town in the valleys area after losing its heavy industry of first coal and then the closure in 2002, of the steelworks through market forces, it was one of the largest in Europe at the time. These events plunged the town and its surrounding area into one of degradation. The knock-on effects caused very high unemployment for its occupants leading some of them into poverty traps. Making the area hit criteria markers for EU regeneration. Jones, Orford and Macfarlane give a view ‘there is perhaps no more project more symbolic of the desire for a social economic and material reconstruction in the heads of the valleys than the works in Ebbw Vale’ the works being a £350m redevelopment and regeneration of the former steelworks consisting of an educational learning campus, primary school a new hospital, new homes, and a railway terminus a leisure centre, museum, theatre and offices (Jones, Orford, & Macfarlane, 2016, p. 87). One peculiarity that emerged at the Brexit vote given the amount of E U funding spent in the area is that Ebbw Vale had the highest proportion in wales towards a leave vote; 62 percent of the 18,000 population Cadwallader popular discourse article gives reflection 
It’s a town with almost no immigrants that voted to get the immigrants out. A town that has been showered with EU cash that no longer wants to be part of the EU. A town that holds some of the clues, perhaps, in understanding quite how spectacularly the Remain message failed to land (Cadwallader, 2016).
What Appear as large sums of EU money being paid into Wales for redevelopment and regeneration, creating enterprise zones and employment to swell the wealth of the areas with the highest levels of deprivation. There appears no question that EU funding has improved and affected the lives of the population for the better in these areas. It is only when you look at the rest of Europe and moreover Eastern Europe investment, that monies and grants paid to Wales is a small contribution of the EU funding pot. Cardiff University investigate ‘Wales receives £245 million more from the European Union than it pays in. The overall net benefit to Wales was around £79 per head in 2014’. They continue ‘This compares with a net contribution of £151 per head for the UK as a whole’ (Cardiff university 2016). Dunford in his reporting emphases the point of EU funding in Eastern Europe.
Ten countries receive over €2,000 per person, with Estonia benefiting the most. For their 1.3m population they get €3.5bn - working out at €2,691 each. The biggest total pay-out goes to Poland which will receive €76bn from 2014-2020, nearly a quarter of the whole fund. It dwarfs their yearly contributions to the EU budget - €3.5bn in 2014. Overall, Britain's €10bn figure equates to an average of €170 per person, which is the fifth lowest in the EU. (Dunford, 2016).
Political difference and agreements in Welsh Brexit negotiations and future funding plans and outcomes for a post Brexit Wales.
Understanding what a post Brexit in Wales will look like after 2020, when the majority EU funding is withdrawn is a complicated one, with so many political commentators, analysts, and politicians projecting and forecasting what will happen. There is some evidence of agreement between them, stating that the UK government will offer some support in the post Brexit transition period. Chancellor Philp Hamond gives assurance by underwriting some schemes he stated, ‘all structural and investment fund projects, including agri-environment schemes, signed before the Autumn Statement will be fully funded, even when these projects continue beyond the UK’s departure from the EU’ (Hamond, 2016). The Welsh secretary agrees and commit’s to saying: “I can guarantee that Wales will get its fair share.” He continued “Simply replacing what are currently EU funds with another source from Westminster misses the point.” (Cairns, cited in lusher, 2016). Halligan, and Lyons, in their book give a background in chapter 12 ‘Destination Wales’ 
[bookmark: _Hlk503619244]Wales was certainly one of the regions where transitional assistance from Westminster is most likely to be needed this surely though cannot be a long-term goal for Wales are reliance on aid from London as opposed to Brussels (Halligan, Lyons, 2017,12). 
This assumption has been an awkward one to clarify, as the Labour led assembly government have made numerous demands and augments from Brexit’s inauguration and its implementation towards the Conservative led government in Westminster. The Welsh Labour Manifesto lays out their vision. The strong wording used engulfed in point scoring and political spin targeted towards Prime Minister May, ‘We will end Theresa May’s reckless approach to Brexit’ being just one example from it. The manifesto clearly stating the Welsh Labour’s view for a soft Brexit approach.
We will scrap the Conservatives’ Brexit White Paper and replace it with fresh negotiating priorities that have a strong emphasis on retaining the benefits of the Single Market and the Customs Union – which are essential for maintaining industries, jobs and businesses in Britain. Labour will always put jobs and the economy first (Welsh Labour Manifesto 2017, 2, p 23).
[bookmark: _Hlk503636261]Public Policy Institute for Wales gives explanation on what a Soft Brexit means. 
Soft Brexit: Retain membership of the single market through the European Economic Area (EEA). The closest type of relationship the UK could have with the EU without being a member of it (entailing free movement of goods, services, capital and people) (Public Policy Institute for Wales 2016).
Some reconciliation was found between the two governments in the Prime Ministers Key Brexit speech the BBC highlights aspects and responses. Prime Minister May, promised to end the "vast contributions" to the EU, saying that the devolved administrations would be "fully engaged" in the process of negotiating Brexit. "I should equally be clear that no decisions currently taken by the devolved administrations will be removed from them," she continued expressing that parliament would get a vote on the final deal and that the UK must leave the single market. In response First Minister Carwyn Jones argued that "Some of it was welcome ... the tone was better", he continues and comments on the final vote ‘the Senedd would need one too, as many of the terms would cover policy areas devolved to Wales’ and express a view that he would continue to make the case to have "full and unfettered access" to the EU single market, despite Mrs May's insistence that the UK would leave. (May, Jones, cited in BBC 2017). Major work on a united approach has been achieved through the Welsh governments white paper ‘Securing Wales future’ headed jointly by the First Minister and the leader of Plaid Cymru. Coming together after clashing previously in the weeks after the leave vote was cast. The paper lays out a clear concept for wales Post Brexit and the process of withdrawal. First minister Carwyn Jones, emphases his vision 
We do not believe that people were persuaded to vote leave with the intention that Wales should become worse off as a result, nor do we believe that this should be an inevitable consequence of leaving the EU. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]And the First Minister Jones, concludes his opening statement with 
We believe that the UK’s exit from the EU should be conducted through constructive negotiation based on mutual respect and shared long-term interests among European neighbours (Jones, 2017).
Leanne Wood Plaid Cymru leader, adds her voice to the document highlighting a ‘Four Countries’ approach. ‘For Plaid Cymru, this document reflects our core principle that Wales has a democratic right to shape the kind of EU withdrawal that takes place’. She continues ‘It is therefore of crucial importance that the UK Government recognises in any negotiations that the UK is a multinational state, not a single nation’.
Conclusions 
This paper found that a number of political commentators, current MP’s and ex politicians on both sides of the political divide. Who voted to remain in the referendum vote find it hard to accept the democratic outcome, that the UK is exiting the EU in 2019.With some of these individuals striving to challenge the UK governments own legislation and policy. In both houses of parliament and across devolved arenas like Holyrood in Scotland and the Senedd in Wales. If these persons are not current MP’s they find other avenues for self-advocation, and expressing their views through prominent media resources to raise points, and gain support for their stance. Ex MP’s Tony Blair and Nick Clegg both respected leaders in their time are prime examples of this self-advocating view. Clegg communicates a point in his book  
There is nothing remotely inevitable about Brexit except that will be deeply damaging if it happens exiting Britain from Europe will be the greatest challenge this country has faced since the Second World War (Clegg, 2017). 
He conveys that it’s a voter’s democratic right to change their mind and that stopping Brexit would be the best option. Tony Blair shares this view saying, “When the facts change, I think people are entitled to change their mind,” Asked if his purpose in relation to Brexit was to reverse it, Blair replied: “Yes, exactly so.” (Blair 2017 cited in Sparrow, 2017). While these views and challenges maybe valid, the UK is still exiting the European Union. The paper found that EU funding may continue in some measure and although it is not entirely clear what will replace it after 2020. The UK government is committed to supporting ongoing projects, and helping the population in areas which are most deprived like the South Wales Valleys. The paper noticed that politicians and leaders on opposite sides are finally coming together to work as one, for the benefit of those devolved nations they represent, to implement a best interest policy concerning the Brexit issue. Holding the UK government in check when negotiating it with Britain’s European partners.
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