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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Within Wales the overarching legislation for safeguarding both adults and children is the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) 2014 (SSWBA 2014). When discussing safeguarding adults they must firstly be identified. The SSBBA (2014) s126(1) describes an adult at risk as being someone who is either experiencing or at risk of abuse and neglect, this includes but is not limited to individuals who are accessing care and support. 
The Wales safeguarding procedures (2019), assert that it is everyone’s duty to report if they have concerns that an adult is experiencing abuse or neglect. If an individual is working or volunteering within a service they must report this to their designated safeguarding lead who has a duty to report concerns to the Local Authority. (Wales safeguarding procedures 2019). The Local Authority have a duty to make all necessary checks to make a decision as to whether action is needed to be taken to safeguard the individual (SSWBA 2014). 
Section 131 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 discusses the implementation of Adult protection and Support Orders. Should this order by gained it can allow an authorised officer to speak to the individual who is thought to be at risk privately. The Authorised officer can make an assessment as to whether the individual is at risk and if so what measures should be taken. It is important to note that an Adult protection and Support Order does not grant powers to remove an individual from their environment (SSWBA 2014). The preferred outcome of the authorised officer is to gain an individuals wishes and feelings in a way that enables them to speak freely and feel respected (Welsh Gov, 2016).
Should it be established that an individual may have care and support needs they have a duty to assess regardless of the views of the Local Authority regarding an individuals finances or level of need (SSWBA 2014). At any point the adult can decline a needs assessment however if there is cause then the individual can be assessed to ensure they have capacity to make that decision under the Mental capacity Act 2005. 
S132 of the SSWBA has imbedded The National Safeguarding Independent Boards. Their role is to provide advice and support to Local safeguarding boards to ensure they are effective. Within my locality the safeguarding boards objectives involve protecting adults within the area that are at risk or experiencing harm and also those in need of care and support. The local safeguarding board also has a duty to provide policies which include but are not limited to Lived Experience of The Adult (2014), Sudden Death of an Adult at Risk protocol, XXXXX XXXXX Self-Neglect Protocol and Cuckooing Practice Guidance. (safeguarding Board,2025).
Within Wales other legislation in place include Domestic Abuse (Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015. Alongside this and used nationally legislation includes Modern Day Slavery Act 2015, and the Human Rights Act (1998) and The Mental Health Act 1983,
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Within both adults and children social care within Wales the overarching legislation is the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014. The aim of which for both adults and children is to prevent harm, protect and promote wellbeing. (SSWBA 2014). Whilst for both Children and adults safeguarding there are several other pieces of legislation which support the SSWBA 2014, a significant differences is that children’s safeguarding is also bound by the 1989 Children Act, this is furthermore substantiated by the 2004 Children’s Act which focuses on strengthening further multi agency work.  Further guidance includes “working Together to Safeguard Children” (Welsh Government 2018).
To be able to identify which legislation to use then what is a child must be identified. A child is someone who is under the age of 18 years old. A child by their definition is more vulnerable because of their developmental age, and their reliance to have their basic needs met by adults alongside, an inability to keep themselves safe from harm (Rogowski 2013).  Children can never consent to harm that they have or are experiencing. If the adults in a child’s life with parental responsibility are unable to safeguard that child then it is the responsibility of the Local Authority to safeguard and protect the child. Whilst it is the responsibility of the social worker to gain the voice of the child including their wishes and feelings. However should that child be at risk of significant harm it is the duty of the local authority to intervene even if this is against the wishes of the child or their child (SSWBA 2014). 
Within adults safeguarding it is always assumed that an adult has capacity to make decisions about what is happening in their lives. In that respect consent is needed before any interventions can take place. Adults and child experience different types of abuse. For adults the difference can include financial abuse and self-neglect (SCIE 2020). The exceptions to an adult having this autonomy is if an adult is putting themselves at significant risk of harm and making unsafe decisions where a lack of capacity maybe present. In those cases an assessment can be undertaken under the Mental Capacity Act 2005. Should an individual not have capacity to keep themselves safe then the guidance a social worker will require will be provided by the Act so that individuals can have appropriate support whilst having their wishes and feelings heard.
Whilst there are differences between adults ad children’s safeguard the ultimate aim remains the same. To keep individuals safe whilst promoting their voice and wellbeing. 
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