3.1. Dating Exercise (Medieval)

Matthew W. McGinn

For questions (a) – (c) give the modern equivalent for the medieval date given in these documents.
You should explain your methodology (how you arrived at the answer) and give full bibliographical details of any books you used. For question (d) estimate a date of issue and explain how you have reached this conclusion.       

a) Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.

· Richard II: Reign 22 June 1377 – 29 September 1399, Coronation 16 July 1377
· Year is 1384
· Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary was 15 August 1384
· The Abbot was accused at court in Pickering on Thursday, 20 Aug 1384

Sources

1. Medievalgenealogy.org.uk, ‘A medieval English calendar’ (Richard II) http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/cal/reg12.htm [Accessed 2 Dec. 2022].
2. Medievalist.net, ‘Online Calendar of Saints’ Days.’ https://medievalist.net/calendar/months.htm [Accessed 2 Dec. 2022].

b) Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.

· From the HBBC: Bishop Anian I of St Asaph, el.a. 2 May, temp. 27 Sept., cons. Nov 1249 --- d. 29 Sep 1266 (predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh)
· Year is 1249
· Feast of St Mary Magdalene: 22 July 1249
· Confirmation of the Charters for Shrewsbury Abbey by Bishop Anian was on 23 Jul 1249

Sources

1. Handbook of British chronology, 3rd ed. Ed. by Fryde, E.B., Greenway, D.E., Porter, S., and Roy, I. (London, 1986) p. 295 (Accessed at the Internet Archive)
2. Medievalist.net, ‘Online Calendar of Saints’ Days.’ https://medievalist.net/calendar/months.htm [Accessed 2 Dec. 2022].
3. A Handbook of Dates: For Students of British History, by C.R. Cheney (Editor) (Cambridge, 2000)


c) Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton].

· John Ketton was bishop of Ely el.a.2 Mar temp 18 Jul cons. 6 Sep 1310, died 21 Jan 1316
· Edward II was King. Reign 7 July 1307 – 13/25 January 1327. Coronation 25 February 1308
· Year is 1310
· Easter 1310: Apr 19, minus 46 days of Lent = Ash Wednesday 1310: Mar 04
· Court was held 05 Mar 1310

Sources

4. Medievalgenealogy.org.uk, ‘A medieval English calendar’ (Edward II)  http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/cal/reg10.htm [Accessed 2 Dec. 2022].
5. Handbook of British chronology, 3rd ed. Ed. by Fryde, E.B., Greenway, D.E., Porter, S., and Roy, I. (London, 1986) p. 244 (Accessed at the Internet Archive)
6. [bookmark: _Hlk120923057]A Handbook of Dates: For Students of British History, by C.R. Cheney (Editor) (Cambridge, 2000)

d) Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands….. At Woodstock.

· The text indicates that Geoffrey Ridel had recently died. An internet search [footnoteRef:1]revealed that he had perished in the Wreck of the White Ship disaster on 25 Nov 1120 during the reign of King Henry I.[footnoteRef:2] Examination of Ordericus Vitalis[footnoteRef:3] and Keats-Rohan[footnoteRef:4] works covering this event revealed that King Henry was generous to Ridel’s family, marrying his widow and daughter into wealthy houses, and making careful arrangements for the care of his children, but no dates are given for these events. Vitalis, however, indicates[footnoteRef:5] the news was not immediately passed to the king, with it first being passed along the coast of England until Count Theobald learned of it. The king, according to Vitalis, was in such shock upon being informed of the disaster that he collapsed. [1:  Geni.com, ‘Geoffrey Ridel, 2d Lord of Witheringe.’  https://www.geni.com/people/Geoffrey-Ridel-2d-Lord-of-Witheringe/6000000004957617489 [Accessed 2 Dec. 2022].]  [2:  Medievalgenealogy.org.uk, ‘A medieval English calendar’ (Henry I) http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/cal/reg10.htm [Accessed 2 Dec. 2022].]  [3:  Ordericus Vitalis, The ecclesiastical history of England and Normandy. Translation by Forester, Thomas, ed. by Delisle, Léopold. (London, 1874) pp. 35-44.]  [4:  Keats-Rohan, K. S. B. ‘Prosopography of Domesday Book. Domesday People: A Prosopography of Persons Occurring in English Documents 1066-1166 I: Domesday Book, NED-New edition,’ (Melton, 1999) pp. 230-231.]  [5:  Vitalis, The Ecclesiastical History, p. 37] 


· I assume that news of the disaster did not reach Henry until at least December 1, after which Henry presumably would have ordered some period of mourning, the bodies of the dead would have been recovered – which would have taken nearly two weeks, considering the wreck took place on the French side of the Channel[footnoteRef:6] - and funeral Masses would have been held, which would have been serious affairs considering the king’s sons and many key nobles were among the dead. This would likely have taken at least until the Vigil and Nativity of Christ on 24-25 December, during which I expect official business would not have been conducted. Finally, Vitalis does not mention Goeffery Ridel until nearly the end of the list of the deceased,[footnoteRef:7] suggesting that he was one of the lower-ranking of the family members and nobles lost. Therefore, Henry would have presumably addressed Ridel’s family’s disposition after many of the others. [6:  ibid., p. 33]  [7:  ibid., p. 44] 

· I therefore expect the scenario above took place in mid-to-late January 1121. 
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