[bookmark: _GoBack]Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester.
Simon de Montfort was born into one of the greatest aristocratic families in northern France in 1208, his father was seated in the Montfort l’Amaury, just outside of Paris and they lived an influential life there.[footnoteRef:1] In his early life, Simon de Montfort took part in the Albigensian Crusade, and he and his brother both went on the Barons’ Crusade,[footnoteRef:2] Simon’s role in the military started here, he fought and survived both crusades and became a notable military personal in doing so. In 1229, an agreement was made between Henry III, the King of England, and Simon and his brother that the two would give up their land rights. For Simon, he gave up his lands in France and his brother his lands in England, swearing allegiance to Henry III and England and freeing them from their bonds with France in the process.[footnoteRef:3] In 1239 Simon was given the title of Earl of Leicester by Henry III and the two began a friendship, Montfort becoming a favourite of the king.[footnoteRef:4] In the same year Simon aimed to married Joan, Countess of Flanders however the French crown refused to allow the County of Flanders to align itself with such a close friend to the English crown, Joan married Thomas II of Savoy instead as per the instructions from the French Queen Dowager. Simon instead married Eleanor of England, the daughter of King John and the sister to Henry III, the marriage had been allowed by the king however the wedding was held in secret without the consultation of the barons, who disapproved due to Eleanor’s vow of chastity after the death of her first husband, a vow she now broke through marrying de Montfort.[footnoteRef:5] [1:  J. R. Maddicott, Simon de Montfort (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996) p.1]  [2:  M. Creighton, Life of Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester (London: Rivingtons, 1876) p.6]  [3:  J. R. Maddicott, Simon de Montfort. p.19]  [4:  Ibid.]  [5:  Ibid., p.25] 

As the Earl of Leicester, Simon de Montfort aimed to dispel the Jewish community from his land, which he justified with the reasoning that this action was "for the good of my soul, and for the souls of my ancestors and successors".[footnoteRef:6] The peace between Henry III and Simon de Montfort did not last, after securing a loan from Thomas II of Savoy through the king’s name, Henry became furious at his brother-in-law and accused him of being an excommunicate and having “seduced [his] sister” and marrying her “against [Henry’s] will”,[footnoteRef:7] Simon and Eleanor fled to France as a result of this disagreement.  [6:  R. R. Mundill, The King’s Jews (London: Continuum UK, 2010) p.60]  [7:  J. R. Maddicott, Simon de Montfort. p.27] 

Simon de Montfort returned to England in 1263 by invitation of the barons who believed Henry would want the aid of his brother-in-law in his new battles against the Jewish community. Henry allowed Simon to take control of the council and lead the massacre of Jews in Worcester and London.[footnoteRef:8] With Simon slowly aiming to take over the king’s government the two fell out again. Simon held a victory in the Battle of Lewes and used this to set up his new council, though Henry still retained the title of King is was Simon and his government that held control over decision in England.[footnoteRef:9] Simon de Montfort wanted a complete remaking of the monarchy and the way that they dealt with affairs of state, which led to his role in the Battle of Evesham.[footnoteRef:10] Through his actions, many believe it was Simon de Montfort who bought England its first real government, a system we still use to a similar standing today.[footnoteRef:11]  [8:  R. R. Mundill, The King’s Jews p.60]  [9:  Ibid.]  [10:  R. R. Edwards, Art and Context in Late Medieval English Narrative (London: D. S. Brewer, 1914) p.181]  [11:  J. R. Maddicott, Simon de Montfort p.270] 

The hostility between Henry III and his brother-in-law Simon de Montfort hit its peak at the Battle of Evesham in 1265. Simon led his troops in an uphill battle against the superior army of the king, it was in the end a decisive loss for Simon de Montfort and his men, labelled as the “murder of Evesham, for battle it was not.”[footnoteRef:12] Not only did Simon de Montfort loose his life, as well as the majority of his men, but also Simon’s son Henry was slain in the process.[footnoteRef:13]  [12:  Robert of Gloucester, Chronicle, trans. Rev. J. Stevenson (London: Seeleys, 1858) p.375]  [13:  J. R. Maddicott, Simon de Montfort p.342] 


The miracles of Simon de Montfort are mostly undetailed in their retelling, de Montfort was never officially canonised by the Church and therefore the recording of his miracles was not a priority.[footnoteRef:14] Retellings are overall vague and inconclusive, however the most prominently featured miracles of his are in the form of healing miracles. William de Nangis, a French monk at the Abbey of St Denis,[footnoteRef:15] wrote an account of the Battle of Evesham where de Montfort died, as well as recounting the miracles that followed. In Historiae Francorum Scriptores Coaetanei, de Nangis writes that Simon de Montfort, who he refers to as Earl Simon, was “rendered headless, torn to pieces limb by limb and with parts of his manhood amputated.”[footnoteRef:16] As Simon de Montfort died in battle his final words are said to have been “thank God”,[footnoteRef:17] in accordance to how religious he had been in life. It is due to this that many people believe him to have been a martyr, rather than just a soldier who died for his cause.[footnoteRef:18] [14:  M. Creighton, Life of Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester p.1]  [15:  T. Spicer, William de Nangis (Evesham: The Simon de Montfort Society, 2012) p.5]  [16:  Ibid., p.18]  [17:  S. Schama, A History of Britain, vol.1: At The Edge of the World (London: Bodley Head, 2009) p.184]  [18:  Ibid.,] 

After his death, the monks at the abbey in Evesham took de Montfort’s body to be buried there in a tomb.[footnoteRef:19] According to William de Nangis’ account, many sick people who visited de Montfort’s tomb were “restored to health as a consequence of his grace”[footnoteRef:20] and it was thought by local people that Christ had accepted the martyrdom of Simon de Montfort. The Chronicle of William de Rishanger, which details the Baron’s War and the miracles of Simon de Montfort, there are many cases of healing that are attributed to de Montfort and his tomb. Mabilia de Belbeworth is written to have visited the tomb with an injured leg and left healed,[footnoteRef:21] similarly, Felicia de Fladbury was healed by the tomb.[footnoteRef:22]  [19:  T. Spicer, William de Nangis, p.18]  [20:  Ibid.]  [21:  William de Rishanger, Chronicles, trans. James Orchard available: https://archive.org/details/chronicleofwilli00rishiala/page/70 p.71]  [22:  Ibid.] 

While Simon de Montfort was usually referred to as an accomplished military figure, after his death in 1265 he became known as a religious figure also and honoured as such. From the point of view of many people, Simon de Montfort was part of God’s plan to rid England of a tyrannical king, Rishanger, in his Chronicles, explains that no person with any sense would call Simon de Montfort a traitor to his country, instead, he should be regarded as the “most faithful protector” of England.[footnoteRef:23] Simon was not a usual candidate for canonisation, he fought against the king, he was married with children and had a history of fighting against the papacy, therefore not holding any of the most popular pieces of evidence for canonisation: celibacy, loyalty, asceticism, however despite these factors the people still fought for his canonisation.[footnoteRef:24] In the Dictum de Kelenworthe, issued on 31st October 1266 to reconcile the king Henry III and the Barons in the wake of the Second Baron’s War, Henry III includes what is now known as Clause 8, a direct insult to the memory of Simon de Montfort.[footnoteRef:25] Clause 8 states that under the jurisdiction of Henry III’s church no one may speak that “Simon the earl of Leicester be considered a saint or just a man, since he died an excommunicate.”[footnoteRef:26] Clause 8 forbids the retelling of any miracles associated with Simon and therefore any talk of him being canonised, though the document was created for the quelling of the barons, it is clear that this section alone is directed to the clergy, who were becoming lenient towards the Simon sympathisers.[footnoteRef:27] Despite the miracles of Simon de Montfort, the overwhelming support of him being canonised by the public and parts of the clergy and the popular belief that he was doing God’s work to rid England of Henry III, Simon was still unsuccessful in his attempts to quell Henry, and therefore the king still remained as a highly influential part of the canonisation process. Due to Henry III’s complete suppressing of any positive talk about Simon de Montfort, there was no room to canonise him. [23:  Rishanger xxvii through R. R. Edwards, Art and Context in Late Medieval English Narrative p.182]  [24:  R. R. Edwards, Art and Context in Late Medieval English Narrative p.183]  [25:  Ibid., p.184]  [26:  Dictum de Kelenworthe through R. R. Edwards, Art and Context in Late Medieval English Narrative p.184]  [27:  R. R. Edwards, Art and Context in Late Medieval English Narrative (London: D. S. Brewer, 1914) p.184] 

[image: https://scontent.fbhx1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/56839676_2164178543651821_6898941066313990144_n.jpg?_nc_cat=110&_nc_ht=scontent.fbhx1-1.fna&oh=459fe4afec554e8869235d46ef5a995b&oe=5D379E59][image: https://scontent.fbhx1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/57129628_372507540017554_6922725590176890880_n.jpg?_nc_cat=102&_nc_ht=scontent.fbhx1-1.fna&oh=9ae933794c1bbc441db084e41fefe83c&oe=5D502F62]Simon de Montfort can be seen in many religious aspects, including being depicted in a stained-glass window. The window pictured (fig. 1) is from St Lawrence’s Church in Evesham. St Lawrence’s Church had formerly been part of the abbey in Evesham, before its demise and now falls under the jurisdiction of the diocese of Worcester, it also adjoins another church, All-Saints, which also made up part of the Evesham abbey.[footnoteRef:28]  The two churches were united in August 1827 through the Rev. John Marshall, who was “instituted to the vicarage of All-Saints, in Evesham, with the united vicarage of St. Lawrence”.[footnoteRef:29] The stained-glass window in St. Lawrence’s Church depicts Simon de Montfort and his knights joining in worship at the Evesham abbey on the morning of 4th August 1265, the date of the Battle of Evesham and Simon’s death.[footnoteRef:30] This stained-glass window depicts Simon as a religious man, as well as linking him to the abbey at Evesham, where he is later buried. The window depicts the shield of Simon de Montfort alongside the writing explaining him to be the father of English representative government (fig. 2). The inclusion of Simon de Montfort in a religious fashion such as this links him not only to the church and town, but also presents the argument for his canonisation once more. Simon de Montfort was an incredibly pious man, and this formed the majority of his case for canonisation, therefore this stained-glass window, depicting Simon as both a military personal and religious icon, presents the argument for canonisation.  [28:  G. May, History of Evesham, (London: Whittaker, Treacher and co., 2018) p.110]  [29:  Registry in the Consistory Court, Worcester through history of Evesham p.120]  [30:  As written on the stained-glass window] 
Fig.1

[image: https://scontent.fbhx1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/56842733_271473447074816_286986416183836672_n.jpg?_nc_cat=108&_nc_ht=scontent.fbhx1-1.fna&oh=190a51e83ef758979cf201022c759d92&oe=5D358404]Over time, Simon de Montfort has accumulated two spots directly linked to where his body is buried. The two monuments are roughly twenty meters apart, both in the area of the old abbey ruins, which now consists only of a few stone steps that mark where the abbey once was. The older of the two monuments (fig.2) reads that it marks “near this spot were buried the remains of Simon de Montfort”[footnoteRef:31] The second monument is a stone bought to Evesham from Simon’s birthplace, the Castle of Montfort-Lamaury in France[footnoteRef:32] and was erected the commemorate the seven hundredth anniversary of his death. Though the latter of the two is a more popular spot for modern day worshippers, it was not in fact erected in the immediate period after the death of Simon de Montfort, like the older monument was. The place of Simon’s body still remains somewhat a mystery, he was originally buried in the abbey grounds at Evesham, near the high alter, where many people travelled to visit his tomb and miracles were supposedly performed.[footnoteRef:33] When Henry III heard of Simon’s tomb, its location and its visitors, he quickly had the body moved to a secret location, away from any pilgrims and local visitors, it is thought that he had them place the body in the abbey crypt but again, there is little concrete evidence for this.[footnoteRef:34] The monument for Simon de Montfort (fig.2) therefore presents a place of worship close to the body at a time where the body was not available for public viewing. Simon’s remains have since been moved back into the open under the stone monument and therefore now provide an open and available area of worship.  [31:  As read from the monument ]  [32:  As read from the stone]  [33:  D. Cox, ‘The Tomb of Simon de Montfort: an Enquiry’ Transactions of the Worcester Archaeology Society 26 (2018)]  [34:  Ibid.] 
Fig.2

Miracles were an important part of medieval Christian religion and therefore the recording of such miraculous activity was crucial, therefore those who performed miracles became an integral part of medieval culture.[footnoteRef:35] This shared culture can still be seen today through the communities these saints were part of. For Simon de Montfort, the town in which he died, Evesham, have adopted him into their everyday culture, honouring his memory throughout the town. Simon de Montfort was of French standing but with ties to England and its titles, he inherited the Earl of Leicester title from his mother’s family and the finances that went with that title.[footnoteRef:36] However, despite his bond to Leicester by title, it is in Evesham where he is more directly linked. In Leicester, Simon de Montfort is depicted as a statue on a Victorian clock tower where five of the busiest Leicester streets meet. He is shown alongside William Wyggeston, Thomas White and Gabriel Newton, the four of which are named as the sons of Leicester.[footnoteRef:37] Simon de Montfort was known for his extreme actions against Jewish people throughout his life. Simon’s actions in Leicester led to the complete expulsion of the Jewish community from the city, his actions in the Second Baron’s War also led to the persecution of up to 500 Jews in London and the majority of Jewish people in Worcester.[footnoteRef:38] In a BBC article by Rabbi Albert Friedlander, the forgiveness of anti-sematic historical figures is discussed in the wake of Leicester City Council formally rebuking Simon de Montfort as a part of Leicester culture over his anti-Semitism.[footnoteRef:39]  [35:  S. Yarrow, Saints and their Communities: Miracle Stories in Twelfth Century England (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2006) p.1]  [36:  M. Creighton, Life of Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester p.16]  [37:  S. Butt, History of Leicester in 100 people (Gloucestershire: Amberly Publishers, 2013) p.6]  [38:  J. R. Maddicott, Simon de Montfort p.58]  [39:  BBC, History, Available: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/genocide/forgive_01.shtml [Accessed: 12.04.2019]] 

The only information on the appearance of Simon de Montfort comes from the depiction of his from his seal.[footnoteRef:40] He is seemingly beardless in this representation; however, his hair is longer than the standard. He also seems to sit tall in the saddle, presenting him as a taller individual.[footnoteRef:41] For such an influential figure in thirteenth century England and France, to not have any depiction of him is strange. As a king, Henry III has many pieces of art and other forms of depictions of himself, however despite being his friend and closest confident as well as an influential piece of the court and the new government, Simon does not. [40:  D. Baker, With all for One (London: Amberly Publishers, 2015) p.5]  [41:  Ibid.] 

Despite the formal rejection of Simon de Montfort in Leicester, he remains an integral part of culture in Evesham. Many places and things in the town are named after Simon de Montfort including Simon de Montfort Middle school, De Montfort High school, Simon de Montfort Bridge, Simon de Montfort Drive and many more. There are also many references to him, including two separate tombs, memorials and walks around the site of the Battle of Evesham, an obelisk, a permanent museum exhibition and a festival. These features all make Simon de Montfort an unmissable part of the culture of Evesham. 
In recent years, a local Evesham historical society have began holding a yearly festival called ‘Battle of Evesham Festival’ which takes place over the weekend closest to the same dates as the battle itself, for 2019 the festival is being held on the 3rd and 4th of August.[footnoteRef:42] The event takes place over the Crown Meadow field, though this is not a historically accurate location for the Battle of Evesham it is the most easily assessable area, as the Battlefield is part of a secluded walk. This festival celebrates the story of the Battle of Evesham and presents Simon de Montfort as the hero of the story, recreating the battle in full historically accurate dress. Simon de Montfort and his story is still an integral part of the local community culture in Evesham, celebrated as if he were a saint.  [42:  Battle of Evesham, Medieval Festival Available:  https://www.battleofevesham.co.uk/Medieval_Festival/About.html [Accessed: 13.04.2019]] 

Evesham also preserves the battle field where the Battle of Evesham took place and Simon de Montfort died. An obelisk was erected to commemorate the victory against Simon de Montfort, however, it is not biased towards either side of the battle. It was built in 1845 by Edward Rudge and does not sit in the exact spot of the battle. Instead, the obelisk was erected to the most picturesque area of the Abbey Manor grounds, which includes the battlefield. The obelisk is positioned so that it has a perfect view of Greenhill, the battlefield.[footnoteRef:43] The obelisk is inscribed to explain the outcome of the battle with the following:  [43:  H. New, Simon de Montfort and the Battle of Evesham (London: Simpkin, Marshall and co., 1874) p.35] 

“ON THIS SPOT
In the Reign of HENRY III
THE BATTLE OF EVESHAM.
was fought August IV 1265
Between the Kings forces commanded by his eldest Son
PRINCE EDWARD
and
The BARONS under
SIMON DE MONTFORT. EARL of LEICESTER;
In which
The PRINCE by his Skill and Valour
obtained a complete Victory,
and
The EARL with his eldest son HENRY DE MONTFORT,
Eighteen Barons one hundred and sixty knights,
and
Four thousand Soldiers,
were slain in the Battle.”[footnoteRef:44] [44:  As read from the obelisk ] 

[image: https://scontent.fbhx1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/57028925_310935566253691_4657558386567544832_n.jpg?_nc_cat=107&_nc_ht=scontent.fbhx1-1.fna&oh=c74423d081d2bc8e6dfd085461ff3561&oe=5D43AA83]This inscription details the Battle of Evesham and its main players, as well as the total number of lost lives. Despite its lack of bias, the obelisk being built in the nineteenth century shows the continued engagement with the local community with the life of Simon de Montfort and the Battle of Evesham. The obelisk is assessable via a walk named the ‘battle trail’ which is upkept by the society known as Round Evesham Walk as seen on the trail markings throughout the area (fig.3). The inclusion of such present markings shows that the people are still seeking out this walk, and visiting the obelisk and battlefield, and therefore the link between the local people and Simon de Montfort is still prevalent. The walk is still maintained and looked after as well as being clearly signposted, as seen in fig.5, by the society of Round Evesham Walk who also detail historical information about the site on the internet and maintain all other historical areas of the town, including St Lawrence’s and All-Saints churches and the Almonry, the popular local history museum in Evesham, which contains a room of Simon de Montfort information and memorabilia, including a scaled down depiction of the Battle of Evesham and the way Simon de Montfort died.[footnoteRef:45]  [45:  Evesham Rambling Club, Available: https://eveshamramblingclub.org.uk/rew/ [Accessed: 13.04.2019]] 
Fig.3

[image: https://scontent.fbhx1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/57247047_356345641645238_3320946263196696576_n.jpg?_nc_cat=101&_nc_ht=scontent.fbhx1-1.fna&oh=93236a27125eba74680c0ca092ae5203&oe=5D4097FA]As well as containing an inscription detailing the Battle of Evesham, the obelisk also depicts a famous scene from the battle, which depicts Henry III is a less favourable light (fig.4). Successful kings have always been depicted as fearless warriors and unbeatable in battle as well as politically competent,[footnoteRef:46] however this is something Simon de Montfort strips from Henry III. By the time of the Battle of Evesham Simon has already presented Henry as an incompetent political leader by forcing his way into the political scene in England and taking over as the leader, thus creating the new political system, however in battle Henry also loses his ability to present himself as a fearless warrior. Depicted on one side of the obelisk is Henry begging for his life. King Henry III supposedly fell during the Battle of Evesham as a result of one of Simon de Montfort’s soldiers, and was about to be killed in battle, making it a de Montfort victory, however instead of accepting a military defeat, Henry called out “I am Henry of Winchester, your king, do not kill me”[footnoteRef:47] and the soldier refused to strike him.  [46:  New, H. Simon de Montfort and the Battle of Evesham p.36]  [47:  As read from the obelisk ] 
Fig.4

The inclusion of this scene could be believed to be for one of two reasons. New thinks the inclusion to be due to the infamy of this scene and its importance to remembering the battle through literature.[footnoteRef:48] This scene is often written about and therefore is one of the more well known incidences of the continuing struggle of power between Simon de Montfort and Henry III therefore its inclusion on this obelisk can easily be drawn up to its infamy. However, another reason that this may have been included, especially considering its being build in the nineteenth century in a town dedicated to Simon de Montfort, is to belittle the king’s victory. Despite the fact that Simon de Montfort did not win the Battle of Evesham, Evesham has treated him like the victor, and therefore including a moment that depicts the true victor as weak would be favourable to a de Montfort sympathetic town.  [48:  New, H. Simon de Montfort and the Battle of Evesham p.36] 

On the battle trail walk, as well as seeing the obelisk and battlefield, is also the Leicester Tower, built presumably at the same time as the obelisk, the tower is also a commemorative piece to Simon de Montfort. Leicester Tower is a grade II listed building with a stone plaque that reads that Simon de Montfort was the “father and founder of the British House of Commons”.[footnoteRef:49] In an effort to keep the tower pristine and better upkept, as well as making it easier for people to know that the tower is dedicated to Simon de Montfort, the old stone plaque, which was hard to read due to its height and the level of corrosion on the material, has been replaced. There is now also a new, metal plaque which repeats the writing on the stone however in a clearer way. The upkeep of the tower in this way shows how important the preservation of this memorable site is to the town of Evesham, and how frequently visited it still is despite being hard to reach.  [49:  As read from the tower] 

The continued preservation of Simon de Montfort and his feats, however, is completely dependant on the geographical location of his death. Despite his family ties to the city of Leicester, they have severed their links to him, and therefore only Evesham still honour his name. Simon had no ties to Evesham via title, birth or family, it is merely where the final battle against Henry III was fought, and therefore where he died. Due to his being excommunicated and exiled by the king, it was impossible to transport his body to a preferred location, perhaps Leicester where he resided or France where he was born and escaped to.[footnoteRef:50] If possible, the preferred location of his burial would have been in the Montfort l’Amaury estate in France, thirty miles outside of Paris, as it is his namesake home, however due to the brutal dismembering of his deceased body, and the branding of traitor to the crown, his burial occurred in Evesham.[footnoteRef:51] Evesham has therefore adopted this controversial figure into their own culture despite very few ties due to their lack of history before that, and built the town around remembering Simon de Montfort. A chronicler who wrote within the same century of the Battle of Evesham says that “where the battle and murder was is now a well; and great elms, stand the well; there is over the well a hovel of stone; and a crucifix and Mary and John”.[footnoteRef:52] This quote presents the adopting of Simon de Montfort’s story into Evesham’s own culture, as it shows that Evesham erected many monuments and places to remember Simon by.  [50:  New, H. Simon de Montfort and the Battle of Evesham p.35]  [51:  Ibid., p.36]  [52:  Ibid., p.35] 

There are multiple reasons why Evesham would have adopted Simon de Montfort’s memory into their own culture. Before the Battle of Evesham, Evesham was a quiet town with no memorable historical events or people. Therefore, when Simon de Montfort and the Battle of Evesham occurred, it is likely that the town took the opportunity to give their place some meaning, and a history to be remembered. This fits into the evolution of the Simon de Montfort memory in Evesham as slowly more and more monuments and events centre around him. 
Another reason why Evesham may have connected with Simon de Montfort is due to an overwhelming support for his movement towards a constitutional government. Henry III was not the most liked king, due to his constant relying on more powerful men such as Simon de Montfort, as well as the unease the English people still felt after his predecessor King John and the ever-present crusade movement.[footnoteRef:53] It is likely that the local people in Evesham were hoping for a de Montfort victory and so in adopting his memory into their heritage they were making a statement of support for his movement.  [53:  K. Norgate, John Lackland (London: Macmillan, 1902) p.2] 

To conclude, Simon de Montfort has many of the qualities needed to be canonised in the thirteenth century, he was believed to be doing god’s work, many miracles are recorded from his tomb and burial place and he was a pious and beloved man by the local people. However, due to the hostility between him and the king it was made impossible for him to be considered as anything other than a traitor due to Clause 8. Despite his lack of canonisation, however, Simon is still worshipped as a local hero and saint and his legacy is still seen today. 
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