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Background: 
Mr. Luke Dobson was a 43 years old man with severe learning disabilities and epilepsy. He was an only child and had lived in a residential home for 10 years since his parents, who are now in their 70s, had difficulties in keeping him at home. They still visit him on a regular basis and want to be included in decisions about his care as much as possible. Luke’s family described him as a charming, strong and energetic man. They said it took Luke quite a while to get to know people and it took even longer for people to get to know him. They thought this was probably because his behavior was different, and he could not communicate verbally. He used a mix of Makaton sign language and some of his own special signs. He occupied a single room in a shared flat with 3 other residents as personal independence was promoted. The majority of his carers had been employed for a number of years and he knew them all well. All residents had detailed personal care plans which were regularly updated using information from residents, family and carers. All the carers had achieved a minimum of NVQ Level 3 in Health and Social Care and the manager of the residential home was an experienced registered nurse. Luke seemed happy and content living at the home and he had made a few good friends amongst the other residents. One night Luke suffered a stroke and was admitted to a general ward in a hospital on the other side of town which was about 25 miles (3 bus journeys) from where his parents lived. Over the following weeks his care and treatment were the responsibility of a multidisciplinary team including doctors, nurses and physiotherapists. For most of the time he was in hospital, carers from his residential home visited him regularly and he was also visited occasionally by specialist community nurses. Unfortunately, after a period of indecision and miscommunication about how to treat him, his physical condition deteriorated rapidly, and he died.

1. Based on the above background, find out what were the main issues that Mr. Luke were suffering? 
2. What actions Mr. Luke’s family could have taken? 
3. What actions Mr. Luke’s carer could have done differently? 
4. Based on the situation above, what course of action you would have taken in order to resolve Mr. Luke’s issues and not to let him die? 
