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Graveyard Survey 
Abstract
The graveyard survey report focused on the pauper graves within St Peter's church, Lampeter west Wales. The report followed the historical approach of pauper burial and the social shame of pauper graves.The pauper graves are remnants of the Lampeter Union workhouse and represent the social history of community status in Lampeter.[footnoteRef:1] The only personalised appearance on the footstone, that is used as a gravemarker, is initials and numbers. Taking advantage of the afternoon sunlight gave a clear shadow of the indentation on the gravemarkers. The gathered  data was converged into a graph that gave clear data that applied to the investigation into the impact of the New Poor Law and the system it operated in.[footnoteRef:2] The graveyard survey gave examples of different perceptions of paupers graves in modern times. The grave of Sarah Williams demonstrates the difference between personalised and impersonal memorials. The ability to discover the names, number and information about Lampet Union workhouse specifically was difficult. However, inspecting the history of pauper burials, the graveyard gave a clear view of the social inequity within the Lampeter community.   [1:  	Peter Higginbotham, Lampeter, Cardiganshire (2024)<The Workhouse in Lampeter, Cardiganshire (workhouses.org.uk)>[accessed 20 March 2024].]  [2:  	The National Archives, 1834 Poor Law (no date)<1834 Poor Law - The National Archives>[accessed 22 March 2024]. ] 
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Introduction
Using the historical approach, this report focuses on the pauper graves that are found within St Peter's church, Lampeter, west Wales, (Latitude: 52.11434, Longitude: -4.08187).[footnoteRef:3] The pauper graves are located on the left hand side from the entrance into the graveyard. The report examines the historical attitudes to poverty and  gives an insight to how the community treated those that were poor and separated them from society even in death. St Peter's church, see Figure 1, is located in the community of Lampeter, Cardiganshire and was built in 1867-1870.The church itself is relatively new, the church was constructed on a mediaeval church ruin that is said to be dated to 1291. The church was designed by R.J.Withers, who replaced the badly constructed church before, one built by W.Wittington of Neath, in 1836-1838. It is said to be the finest Victorian church within the county.[footnoteRef:4] Those buried in the pauper graves come from the Lampeter Union Workhouse which was built in 1876-1877. The building was situated at the southside of Pontfaen Road in the West of Lampeter, see figure 2. The Workhouse accommodated all women, men, children and the sick but today the site is that of a Care home.[footnoteRef:5] The purpose of this survey is to understand the memorialisation and  representation of paupers as a way to understand society's approaches to death in 19th century [image: ]Lampeter and the community's approaches to paupers in death.  [3:  	CommonWealth war graves commission, lampeter (st.peter) churchyard (2024)< https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/74945/lampeter-st-peter-churchyard/>[accessed 21 March 2024].]  [4:  	Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales, St Peter’s Church, Lampeter (2021)<https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/270>[accessed 20 March 2024].]  [5:  	Peter Higginbotham, Lampeter, Cardiganshire (2024)<The Workhouse in Lampeter, Cardiganshire (workhouses.org.uk)>[accessed 20 March 2024].] 

                                                                                      







Figure 1. St Peter’s church (Thomas, 2024)
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Figure 2. Lampeter (Ceredigion Historical Society, 2024)[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ceredigion Historical Society, Lampeter History (no date)<Lampeter History – CEREDIGION HISTORICAL SOCIETY (ceredigionhistory.wales)>[accessed 23 March 2024].] 





Method
The initial visits were made on March 7th and 8th of 2024 to take advantage of the weather. The clear days helped conduct the data collection in the afternoon light, using shadows to help see the indentations on the pauper graves. A selection of the pauper graves that was chosen contained twenty three graves in total, presenting a representative sample of fifty or so pauper graves in the graveyard. A simple survey sheet was designed to collect data regarding memorial type, inscriptions and condition of the memorial. This reflected the simplify of the grave markers of the pauper graves.The approach to the graves was from left to right. Each grave was given an unique number and data was collected in a notebook to be transferred and collated later to a table. Photographs were taken of each grave. 
Results
The majority of the graves had small pauper headstone with simple inscription giving the initial a of the person and workhouse number. No information was given regarding age, gender or full name. Date and age of death was not included. The numbers sometimes form a pattern. Pauper headstones were more less the same being height width material shape. The arrangements of the graves were arranged in fairly regimented rows spaced evenly apart.The material of the grave markers is sandstone and the markers are footstones instead of a headstone. Each gravestone, see figure 3, appeared to mark a single burial with some exceptions. Two graves of the sample were noticeably different, the grave of Sarah Williams, see figure 5 and footstone of R.S  and M.A.J, see figure 6. 
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Figure 3. St Peter’s church (Thomas, 2024)
Discussion 
 	Pauper graves were a shameful burial, having a pauper grave signifies loss of social status. Even in death the poor were marked as an outcast. This is demonstrated by figure 4 the private graves form a barrier separating the paupers from view.[footnoteRef:7] The Poor law was an act that was passed within the Tudor period to compensate the poor, as a form of poor relief. However the responsibility was tied to local parishes with income designated from the local taxpayers.[footnoteRef:8] This was used to help the poor from the middle and upper classes, however there were doubts. The Poor law system was found to be corrupt as such a new system was placed grouping the parishes into a union to be responsible for building a workhouse to appease the growing discomfort of the taxpayers money. As such a new Poor Law was established in 1884 that reduced the cost of poor relief.[footnoteRef:9] Once a pauper would die in the workhouse the body lay unclaimed, then the body would be kept until the time of burial leaving the family without any personal bereavement rites and unclaimed ownership. A new amendment  was made to the Poor Law union to buy a burial ground that is reserved for paupers who died within the workhouse.[footnoteRef:10] Thus, the parish had a responsibility to bury the paupers in graves [image: ]with little detail.The pauper would be buried in pauper pits but the body can be requested to be moved once they find the funds to do so.[footnoteRef:11]  [7:  	Thomas Laqueur, ‘Bodies, death and pauper Funerals’, Representation, No.1 (1983),109-131 (p.122)<https://doi.org/10.2307/3043762>.]  [8:  	UK Parliament, Poverty and the Poor Law (2024)<https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/livinglearning/19thcentury/overview/poverty/>[accessed 22 March 2024]. ]  [9:  	The National Archives, 1834 Poor Law (no date)<1834 Poor Law - The National Archives>[accessed 22 March 2024]. ]  [10:  	Thomas Laqueur, ‘Bodies, death and pauper Funerals’, Representation, No.1 (1983),109-131 (p.122)<https://doi.org/10.2307/3043762>.]  [11:  	Julie-Marie Strange, ‘only a pauper whom nobody:reassessing the pauper grave c.1880-1914,Past and Present, No.178 (2003), 148-175 (p.148-158)<https://www.jstor.org/stable/3600760>[accessed 22 March 2024].] 







Figure 4. St Peter’s church (Thomas, 2024)
Even many years later family members who investigate their family history sometimes find ancestors buried in pauper graves. A personalised headstone was found in the middle row of pauper graves which makes a statement that the people buried in these impersonalized graves were once people who didn't have the luxury of a private plot.The grave of Sarah Williams, see Figure 5 , is an example of this. The age of Sarah Williams when she died was 80. This displayed the diverse individuals who were at the mercy of the workhouse. The initials being the only identification of a person, even in death, suggest the lack of care attributed to the people in workhouses especially in a small community.   
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Figure 5. St Peter’s church (Thomas, 2024)
The average of the data gathered displayed initials of the person buried and their number identification on separate grave markers. However, figure 6 displayed two indentations of numbers and initials, R.J No 42 and below M.A.J No 114. The pattern of the numbers on the grave suggest the two initials were placed together on purpose.The assumption made of the two initials could mean a partner or a parent and a child. Perhaps it could be a matter of convenience to place two bodies in one grave to save space. The investigation into the names of the initials with the workhouse numbers was difficult to discover as such cannot determine who these initials signify. This illustrates the treatment of both living and the dead paupers. While the footstone gave a somewhat identification the unavailability of records or the history of Lampeter Union workhouse displays a lack of care to be kept as a record.   
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Figure 6. St Peter’s church (Thomas, 2024)
Conclusion 
	The historical approach to the pauper grave was insightful. The social stigma of shame that was associated with being buried in a pauper grave is highlighted by the data of the graveyard survey[footnoteRef:12]. The formation of graves that encapsulate the pauper burial plot and the insignificant markers that were written on the footstone. The grave of Sarah Williams, figure 5, showed the paupers are not forgotten. By giving her a personalised grave tells the story of a person and not an initial. The graveyard survey allowed me to apply the social history of a pauper and how far the stigma followed in a small town. The method used gave clear data of the graves. Using the afternoon sunlight and two visits allowed the chance to inspect the graves, its formation and the treatment in death.  [12:  Thomas Laqueur, ‘Bodies, death and pauper Funerals’, Representation, No.1 (1983),109-131 (p.122)<https://doi.org/10.2307/3043762>.] 
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Appendix; 

	Grave A (Left to Right)
	Grave A inscriptions

	Grave A-1
	A.M 
No 60

	Grave A- 2
	W.W
NO 31

	Grave A-3
	M.E 
NO 30

	Grave A-4
	M.P
NO 32

	Grave A-5
	E.M
NO 37

	Grave A-6
	J.M
NO 40

	Grave A-7
	R.S / M.A.J
NO 42 / NO 114

	Grave A-8
	K.P
NO 47

	Grave A-9
	W,M
NO 49

	Grave A- 10
	J.W 
No 50














	Grave B  (Left to Right)
	Grave B inscriptions

	B-1
	M.S
No 4

	B-2
	M.S
 No 5

	B-3
	Sarah Williams 
Troedrhiw-Cwapallt
Plwyf llanllwn, yr hon 
A fu farw mai 23, 1884
Yn 80 oed

	B-4
	C.W 
No 7

	B-5
	S.G.P
No13

	B-6
	C.D 
No14

	B-7
	J.S 
No 15

	B-8
	J.F
No 19

	B-9
	J.D
No 20

	B-10
	J.T
No 21

	B-11
	E.J
No 23

	B-12
	G.M
No 28

	B-13
	H.D / M.A.D











1
image5.jpg
B2





image6.jpg
s ka4 Qﬁﬁj‘h"?‘

o





image1.jpg




image2.png
S ® DO { . Graveyard Survey - Google Doc X | Q  lampeter history - Search X | [ Lampeter History — CEREDIGIOl X = Q. imgurkhttps//i0.wp.com/cered: X | = = (=) X
C ® () https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailv2&form=SBIHVR&lightschemeovr=1&iss=sbi&q=imgurl:https%3... A ¥ m = R "*

Lampeter United Kingdom Lampeter Lampeter
University Station

m Microsoft Bing

Related searches

Lampeter
University

Lingfield Road - No 1 of an 3
Occasional Series ... Barony Title of Salwarpe -

Lampeter Station Manorial Counsel

LINKS -BATHGATE
Wi Ve, ; i HISTORY

7§ Barldy 7K o 5 gy Lampeter Wales
Mo \

T
Hendon Central — The

Lampeter Map Underground Map

Barony Title of Fotheringay

e e . snemas .

s Visual Search Hepscott - Ordnance Maps (AR

Manage Cookie Preferences Privacy and Cookies Legal Advertise  About our ads Help  Feedback  European Data Protection © 2024 Microsoft

14:28
23/03/2024

& 8°C Mostly cloudy m & )

ol




image3.jpg




image4.jpg




