How useful is Childe’s criteria for the emergence of towns and states are for the interpretation of social complexity in the bronze age Near East. 
Introduction
Gordon Childe describes three stages of pre-industrial society. These stages were: Savagery, people living on food they could harvest or hunt in the wild. Barbarism, hunters who would cultivate some edible plants and breed animals for food and finally, Civilization when a society has the use of writing. (Childe G. V. 1950 p 3) 
Childe’s criteria for the emergence of towns were:
1, they should have been more densely populated than any previous settlements.
2, they should have a system by which not all the population was acquiring their own food by farming, breeding livestock, fishing or collecting with specialist full time workers.
3, each of the primary producers would pay their surplus food as either tithe or tax to a deity or monarch who because of this, concentrated the surplus.
4, monumental public buildings and specialist working buildings.
5, the population not engaged in food production were supported by the surplus food made by the primary producers often temples or royal granaries and were as such dependant on a ruling class.
6, the fifth criteria compel societies to invent recording and exact sciences, thus writing is a mark of civilization.
7, the invention of writing and scripts allowing for “elaboration of exact and predictive sciences” for example geometry, astronomy, and maths.
8, specialists were allowed by the surplus of food made by the food production class to explore artistic expression.
9, the concentrated social surplus being used to pay for the regular trade or import of raw materials with foreigners.
10, specialist craftsmen supported by both the accumulation of the social surplus and the import of raw materials allowed them to implement their skills using state organisation. (Childe G. V. 1950 p 9 – 16)
From Childe’s criteria social complexity can be inferred because the individual criterion requires a high level of organisation and a society that meets these criteria could not be a Nomadic hunter gatherer society, as they simply cannot effectively support a large enough surplus before the people move. Furthermore, it seems that one criterion leads into the other all being interdependent on each other. Therefore, if a society meets these criteria this shows that their society must have a greater level of organisation than a society practicing “savagery” or “barbarism” meaning greater social complexity. Human culture is about the “inter-generational cumulation and transmission of beliefs, institution and techniques” and is impossible without stability. (Maisels, C. K. 1990) This is just one of the reasons Childe’s criteria support social complexity because with a greater population and a more stable society culture and technology is able to flourish.
Usefulness in the bronze age Near East.
Childe’s criteria focus on the accumulation and centralization of resources allowing for the divergence of roles within a society. His third criterion particularly, surplus food payed as a tithe or tax, (Gordon G. V. 1950 p 11), implies social complexity as organisation would have to be done by persons who were not the food producers. The stewardship of the surplus food creates a dependency on the controllers of said tithes and taxes, therefore increasing the social complexity of a society. Furthermore, the different roles of society could come into existence because not all members of a society are focusing on food collection. Thus permitting societies to create monumental buildings and other purpose built structures stimulating production of goods and the organisation we attribute to more complex societies. As such the rise of social complexity in a society is linked to the emergence of towns and cities, due to it creating an inherent class structure. The usefulness when interpreting complexities in the bronze age Near East is clear as there is evidence of centralization and ceremonial activities and complex burial practices at Mosphilia. (Knapp A. B. 1993 p 89) In addition picrolite figurines were being standardized during bronze age Cyprus. Such practices suggest an increase in social complexity at the time because of Childe’s criteria particularly his eighth criterion that Artisans supported by the concentrated surplus gave new direction to artistic expression. (Childe G. V. 1950 p 15) Standardisation requires a body to set the standards which would not be done in “savagery” or “barbarism” demonstrates a greater social complexity.
By the mid third millennium B.C. we can say that the philia culture in Cyprus had material and cultural circumstances which show emergent social complexity (Knapp A. B. 1993 p89) and by the late bronze age the city of Enkomi had fully developed, the city profited largely from trade with Egypt and the levant. (Gates C. 2013 p 153) Although it is known have been occupied in the mid bronze age as well, its growth was accelerated thanks to its copper mines a resource at the time was essential for the production of weapons and tools. The copper was produced into ingots weighing an average of 30kg (Gates C. 2013 p 154) The fact that a bronze age civilization was capable of extracting this amount of resources and transporting them across the ocean does suggest a high level of social complexity. Childe’s criteria here is useful to interpret the social complexity of the society, firstly a culture mining in this way extracting and exporting a huge amount of copper across the Mediterranean must be a civilization as they require the centrilization and technological understanding only a sedentary civilization could have. We can see that the Cypriots at this time would have met Childe’s ninth, sixth and fourth criteria just from their production of this one material culture, meaning we can infer a that social complexity had clearly emerged due to the high levels of organisation required for them. Not only this but these “ox hide ingots” have been found in the western Mediterranean (Sardinia) (Gates C. 2013 p 154)  showing that the Cypriots had an understanding of navigation of by the sea and were able to create boats that could do such a thing meeting Childe’s seventh criteria, the elaboration of predictive sciences. (Childe G. V. 1950 p 14) This makes Childe’s criteria is useful because we can infer the social complexity of the Cypriot culture as a society that could do things that would qualify it as a civilization. The “ox hide” ingots themselves are also interesting as we can see from the Uluburun shipwreck they were specifically design for easier carrying. (Gates C. 2013 p 154) This suggests that they thought about the design and deliberately made it easy to transport and therefore, trade. The fact that Cypriot copper was regularly traded in such a broad area meeting Childe’s tenth and final criterion, displays the efficient nature of the copper mines in Cyprus in the bronze age such an operation would have undoubtably needed a large level of organisation. The more things a society must organise the more people have to specialise in the separate jobs increasing the diversity of jobs causing society to become more socially complex.
In Cyprus there is also evidence of the Cypro-Minoan script found in Enkomi (Gates C. 2013 p 154) particularly clay balls and pots inscribed with the script. (Hirschfeld N. E. 2010 p 375) This meets Childe’s second and sixth criteria, the former being having specialist workers not requiring to gather their own food full time and the latter being the invention of a writing script and recording. Which shows the social complexity as more there are more roles in the society. We can infer that because they had a script there was information they needed to note down. Not only this but with some members of the society being literate we can infer that there was an education system at the time for people to be able to read and write the language. Evidence supporting specialist craftsmen continues with the buildings found in Enkomi meeting Childes fourth criterion, monumental structures. For example the fortress at Enkomi which had two stories, an internal stairway to connect the multiple floors and even clay bathtubs and drains, and even cemented floors. (Gates C. 2013 p 156) Such a building would need an understanding of predictive sciences again meeting Childe’s seventh criterion. Art produced such a zoomorphic askos vessels produced in Bronze Age Cyprus (Met Museum, 2020) qualifies Childe’s eighth criterion sophisticated art styles. (Childe G. V. 1950 p 15) Detailed art such as a zoomorphic askos vessel among religious paraphernalia found (Museum of Cycladic Art. 2020) show the complex social structure and as such social complexity in bronze age Cyprus.
Conclusion
In conclusion, Childe’s Criteria for the emergence of towns and states is a useful tool for interpreting the social complexity of a society. Childe’s criteria focus on the centralisation and accumulation of population and resources leading to greater social complexity. If a society can be seen to for fill these criteria, we can see that the levels of organisation and power structures must be in place for a settlement to match them. Which in turn would increase social complexity in a society as it grows. The more parts required for a society to function in turn add to the level of organizational structure that is required to support it. (Beaton J. M. 1991) Furthermore, accumulation of population and resources would inevitably lead do a ruling class with various strata of people bellow them thus increasing the social complexity of a civilization compared to “savagery” and “Barbarism” due to it creating more power divisions between peoples. With the advent of agriculture causing the rise of cities and towns allowing people with a society further specialise in a specific field again the social complexity of society would increase, mainly due to the greater diversity of the roles in the population. With a greater diversity of objects and peoples as defined by Childe’s second criterion, Full time specialist workers (Childe G. V. 1950 p 11), we can understand that societies with more full time workers would be more socially complex. 
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