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Paraphrasing Exercises
adapted from http://web.jjay.cuny.edu/~esl/paraphrasing1.htm

Which sentences are closest in meaning to the five sentences below?

1. % of adolescents who have one baby have a second baby within two years of the first baby's birth.
@ 25% of babies are born to mothers who are adolescents.
b. One out of four adolescent mothers has another baby before the first baby reaches his second &
' birthday.
c. A quarter of adolescent mothers gives birth when their first born is two.
U 25% of adolescent mothers become pregnant again when their first babies are two years old.

2. It has been reported that the richest one percent of Americans own 40% of the country's wealth.
a. Therichest 1% are 40 times as wealthy as the rest of Americans.
b. If the gap between rich and poor continues to grow at the current rate, the richest one percent will
___soon own 40% of the country's wealth.
@ 40% of the country's wealth is in the hands of only 1% of Americans. \/
99% of Americans own 40% as much as the richest 1%.

3. The judge was relieved when the jury was finally ready to announce its verdict.
(, When the jury announced its verdict, the judge was relieved.
b. The judge asked the jury to arrive at a verdict.
@ The judge welcomed the prospect of an imminent verdict.
. The jury welcomed the judge's relief.

4. Research data suggest that girls who witnessed maternal abuse may tolerate abuse as adults more than
girls who did not.
a. Women who witnessed the abuse of their mother as teens are more likely to become abusive adults.
Lbj Women who observed the abuse of their mothers when they were young are more likely to endure
abuse themselves.
c. Women who were abused as children are more likely to abuse their own children.
d. Girls who testify about maternal abuse tolerate abuse as adults more readily.

5. Martha thinks that the issue of adolescent problems is important to write about.
a. Martha thinks that adolescents like to write about their problems. /
Cb,] Martha feels that writing about adolescent problems is worthwhile. \
c. Martha believes that the dream of most adolescents is to write something important.
d. Martha thinks that adolescents can write about their problems.

Write your own paraphrase for the following sentences:

1. Alocal newspaper claims that 75% of all homeless people do not like homeless shelters and prefer to live
as they doﬂnoy
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3. Anyone who has ever driven through the Mojave Desert knows that one should always carry a supply of
extra water.
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4. Of the 138 million acres of land that Native Americans owned in 1887, 90 million acres were taken away
by whites by 1932.
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5. A woman who was nommated by the president to head the department was qulck!y approved by the Uas ko leain {,x{
board of trustees. , Ldnde,
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Paraphrase the following sentences from student paragraphs to avoid plagiarism.

1. However, college students today are the first groups of students to need the Internet for
most of their schoolwork.
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2. Chinese speculators are able to realize profits from this buy-and-sell practice as property
prices are currently on the upswing.
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3. Researchers have found a strong association between computer and Internet use in
adolescents and engagement in multiple-risk behaviours (MRB), including illicit drug
use, drunkenness and unprotected sex.
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4. Drug resistance remains a major problem in combating HIV infection, but a different
approach to drug development could be the answer.
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5. North China's Shanxi Province, the country's largest coal supplier and most polluted
region, has the dubious distinction of having 16 cities on the list. Neither Beijing nor
Shanghai appear on the list . The report found that only 22.94 percent of sewage was
treated adequately in the cities surveyed and less than 20 percent of household garbage
met with proper handling. It said 178 cities examined had not built any sewage treatment
facilities and 130 cities had not been equipped with garbage disposal plants.
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Do you speak a Do you play a Do you like
Do you go to the | Do you have a language other musical sushi?
Gym? pet? - than English? instrument?
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Do you own a Do you read a Do you go to the
Have you got a Have you visited | Samsung phone? | British cinema?
sister? France? Newspaper?
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Do you have Do you collect Do you like Can you drive a Do you sing
dangerous something as a poetry? car? when you're
snakes in your hobby? having a
country? shower?

football?
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Do you have a
brother?
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Have you ever
had a bad
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Have you been
to Birmingham?
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Can you swim?
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Have you met a
famous person?
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Are you a gOOd
cook?
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Do you have a
bicycle?
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Do you like
cricket?
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Have you visited
the London Eye?
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Sometimes Often

)é, E'C@rhe work | do on a daily basis reflects /
o5 my values, and is consistent with the e v
P goals I've set for myself.

9)I'm able to communicate my needs, V/
7 Q(\M{\' and | make sure that my message is ¢ { o &
_/ heard and understood.

/""\
\}@ 10 When | encounter a problem, |
N immediately begin looking for potential £ T O ‘F\./ £
A solutions.

o~

R |
N4 11/When there's conflict, | use my \/
8 communication skills to find solutions - " e« £ LV

Ns!” and work things through.

12 I'm aware of the differences ~ -~ ~ {(/ ~
between leadership and management.

e 13 When discussing an issue with
N\\\LG someone, | try to stay one step ahead ~ ~ / ~ ~
o in the conversation, and | actively think

about what I'm going to say next.

N
14 When | encounter a setback, | have
‘ ’\LB ifficulty focusing on the situation - *f_“ K/ £ o
N - > .
4o positively and objectively.

;é}f}’ I'm motivated to complete all of my ~ ~ ~ fV/ ~
E{ work in a timely manner. A
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Test Your Skills and Find the Resources That Will Help You Most
Instructions

For each statement, click the button in the column that best describes you. Please answer questions as you
actually are (rather than how you think you should be), and don't worry if some questions seem to score 'in
the wrong direction'. When you are finished, please click the 'Calculate My Total' button at the bottom of the
test. .-

15 Statements to Answer / Sometimes

15 Statements to Answer Sometimes

1‘31 routinely set realistic goals for e
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myself, and | track my progress until
I've reached them.

/-iz?when I have to make a decision, | pick —
he first good solution | find.

Y

1P,

N\
a‘M@approach life with confidence, and | ~ ~

ave high self esteem.

(@hen it comes to managing my .
workload, | know my priorities.

QTeam development is an area | admit /

b cutting back on when time and /8 €

resources are limited.

X
. & @Iose time during the day because I'm i f’\/

not sure what | need to get done.

7 When | want to motivate people, | try

to use the same approach with each { "

person.
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Paraphrase the Following:

1. ‘If the United Kingdom withdraws from the European Union without an
agreement, it will encounter financial hardships.’
From an article in the Times newspaper on 17" July 2019 by Maria Johnson.
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2. ‘Rich people, busmessmen and the terminally ill are not worried by the 4 ~ “Aj ad
problems of the poor.’
Book by Harpo Marx 1970.
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3. Speaking directly to people is better than writing to them because you can
hear things in their voices and see their expressions and their body
movements.
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4. The elderly man could not ascend the stairs without stopping because he was weak
and had to pause every five or six minutes to catch his breath.
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5. One of the benefits of teamwork is that it gives members of the team the opportunity
to listen to other viewpoints and recommendations and to broaden their own ways of
looking at problems and solving them.
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6. It is estimated that 75% of people in Britain believe that changes in the weather are
happening because of the pollution caused by heavy industries. Others believe that
there is no relationship between the two.
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