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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Practitioners working in Wales would predominantly need to refer to the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB, 2014), when safeguarding vulnerable adults as this provides the legislative framework.  Additionally, the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) detail the roles and responsibilities for practitioners to ensure that they safeguard adults who are at risk of abuse and neglect.  These procedures are designed to assist practitioners to apply the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 and the Working Together to Safeguard People guidance, which is statutory safeguarding guidance.   Social workers in Wales are also guided by the Care Council for Wales’ Code of Professional Practice 2017.   

s126(1) of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 defines an adult at risk as an adult who:

Is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect, has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs), and as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it.  To prevent actual abuse occurring, a practitioner does not need to wait and can act to protect an adult at risk by providing an early intervention.  

Abuse is defined as physical, sexual, psychological, emotional or financial (includes theft, fraud, pressure about money, misuse of money. Abuse can occur in any setting such as within the persons home or an institution, for example a care home for the elderly or a mental health setting (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019).

Ensuring an awareness of indicators of abuse is crucial as individuals will not, or possibly cannot always disclose the abuse that is happening to them.  Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019 provides practitioners with a list of abuse indicators.  Furthermore, the Social Care Institute for Excellence has developed resources that practitioners can use to assist them to safeguard adults and to meet their professional safeguarding duties under the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014).  

Under S126 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) if any person has knowledge, concerns or suspicions that a child or adult is suffering, has suffered or is likely to be at risk of abuse, it is their responsibility to ensure that the concerns are referred to social services or the police who have statutory duties and powers to make enquiries and intervene when necessary.  It must be noted that this is not a matter of personal choice, it is a staturoty obligation.  

Safeguarding enquiries are made under s126 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. Following a report, social services have a duty to make enquiries, if there is reasonable case to suspect that a person within its area (whether or not ordinarily resident there) is an adult at risk.  Enquiries should normally be completed within 7 working days of the report/referral. The 7 working day enquiry period will commence once the report has been received by the local authority.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

An adult is defined in law as someone over the age of 18 years old, whereas the definition of a child is anyone under the age of 18 years old, this definition is used in the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act, 2014.   The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child also defines children as anyone under the age of 18 years old (UNCRC, 2014).  A key difference in adults and children’s safeguarding is an adult's right to self-determination. Adults may choose not to act at all to protect themselves, and it is only in extreme circumstances that the law intervenes.  Additionally, children and adults at risk can experience the same types of harm and the causes are often similar, the main difference between child protection and adult protection hinges on the right to make choices (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019).

When assessing children Gillick competency and Fraser guidelines help people who work with children to balance the need to listen to children's wishes with the responsibility to keep them safe.  Whilst Gillick competence and Fraser guidelines generally apply to medical decisions, such as young people making informed decisions about contraception, it can be used in a wider context to decide if a child can make an informed decision, and whether they understand the implications if such a decision (NSPCC, 2022).

Adults can refuse to be assessed.  The Human Rights Act (1988), Article 8, states that an adult has the right to respect for his/her private life, family life and home however, capacity must be considered.  If a person is deemed to lack the capacity to make this decision then the Mental Capacity Act, (2005) comes into force,  stating that if a person lacks capacity in relation to a matter if at the material time he is unable to make a decision for himself in relation to the matter because of an impairment of, or a disturbance in the functioning of, the mind or brain.

S47 of the Children Act, (1989) determines the Local Authorities duty to investigate a child at risk of harm however, the duty to investigate an adult at risk of harm in Wales primarily falls under the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act, 2014.  
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