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WHAT IS IMMIGRATION?

Migrants are often classed into five main categories:

• Settlers

• Contract Workers

• Professionals

• Refugees and Asylum seekers

• Undocumented workers

(Buaben, 2017;  Politics..co.uk, 2019 )

‘Immigration relates to the movement of peoples from one 
country to another for residential rather than visiting purposes’
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HISTORY OF IMMIGRATION UK

• ‘Accompanied by increasingly organized attempts to use policy to exclude particular groups’ 

(Phillimore and Goodson, 2008, pg4 )

1793 Grenville’s  Aliens Act

1848 Removal of Aliens Act
‘gave Home Secretary the right to expel foreigners if they threatened the 
preservation of peace’

1962 Commonwealth Immigrants Act Limited future non-white immigration



INTEGRATION & SOCIAL COHESION

• There has been an increase in nationals from other countries arriving in UK 

and this has brought a greater want for integration. 

• Policies

• Assimiliation

(Phillimore and Goodson, 2008; Joppke, 2010)



CULTURE 

• There is no universal truth however, understanding of the world comes 
from ideology, language and personal experiences. 

(Burr, 2015;  Dillon, 2014;)
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BRITISH CULTURAL 
IDENTITY

People in the West presume that the reality of their 
truth, beliefs, reasons, morals are a better reality 
and have a tendency to trample upon the realities of 

others. 

Western culture has a strong emphasis on individualism, 
but many other cultures have a strong communal culture. 

• Imperial expansion

• Class conflict

• Political parties struggles

• Government

• Internal questions

• Religious beliefs

• Populist doctrine

(Hall, 2001; Kumar ,2001; Gergen, 2015)
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LANGUAGE  RELIGION  
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(Morley and Robins, 2001;Matthews, 2003;Savory, 1976)



MULTICULTURALISM 

‘Multiculturalism celebrates and seeks to 
promote cultural variety… At the same 

time it focusses on the unequal relationship of 
minority and mainstream cultures’ 

• The idea of ‘cultural rights’

• Cultural recognition

• Began with fighting racial discrimination

• Cultural plurism

(Rattansi, 2011; Scott, 2014)
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