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For my exhibition, I plan to use Virtual reality to convey the political effects of the First World War and it’s various conflicts, including the Western Front where Imperial Germany, the British Empire and the French Republic were engaged in an almost constant exchange of artillery and mass-charges over trench lines stretching across the contested regions of Alsace and Lorraine, as well as parts of Belgium which had been occupied by invading German infantry in an attempt to bypass the majority of French forces and take strategic ports on the coast of France. This would lead to the British Empire entering what would become referred to as the Great War, later the First World War following the outbreak of the Second World War after the interbellum period. The ultimate goal will be to educate the wider public on the profound political developments of the Great War, which have often been consigned to the halls of history as side-notes in arguably the most defining conflict of the 20th Century, which would see the rise of two authoritarian ideologies; Communism and Fascism. The end of the war would see the fall of many of Europe’s oldest and most prestigious monarchies and noble houses, across Central and Eastern Europe, signalling the decline of the old order in Europe and beyond.
The layout of my exhibition will be a medium sized exhibition studio, with the viewer of said exhibit entering from the Left of the gallery, through towards general exhibit itself. There will be exactly three separate stands on either side of the gallery, along with three further stands located in the centre of the room, acting as the point of division for the gallery itself. Each stand will contain information relevant to their geographical location of the First World Wars two European fronts; the Eastern and Western Front.
[image: ]
The left side of the Exhibition will be dedicated to the Western Front, the theatre most prominently discussed when referring to the harsh realities of the First World War, conjuring the image of the trench lines stretching from Frances border with Italy all the way to Belgian coast. The Western Front was a far more mobile theatre of the First World War than many have credited it to be; though not on the ground but in the air. The First World War saw the first major use of aircraft in a combat [image: Related image]environment and saw unprecedented conflicts in the air which could easily shape the fortunes of the warring powers on the battlefield, as stated by James Pugh in his book relating to the formation of the predecessor to the Royal Air Force, the Royal Flying Corps, “Apart from well-known periods such as the ‘Fokker scourge’ of 1915/16’ and ‘Bloody April’ in 1917, the RFC was able to maintain a level of control in the air that, in spite of high casualties in aircrews and aircrafts, enabled their tactical support aircraft to provide consistent support to the British Expeditionary Force (BEF).” (James, 2017). This emphasises not only the impact that air power had on the modern battlefield, but also making the Western Front a unique theatre of the First World War, particularly in the amount of technological developments which appeared on the battlefield.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The right side of the Exhibition will be dedicated to the Eastern Front, the theatre somewhat more forgotten by historians due to the more widely covered event involving the Russian Empire, that being the Russian Revolution of 1917, which gave rise to the Russian Civil War between Bolshevik forces and White Russian forces. The front is also put in the shade by the uniqueness of the Western Front, being a maze of trenches facing one-another with rapid technological innovations appearing in that theatre, whilst the German, Austro-Hungarian and Russian soldiers fought in far more mobile and sporadic exchanges of fire. The theatre involved the Austro-Hungarian Empire, German Empire and the Russian Empire. The scale of the conflict on the Eastern Front is often forgotten “… according to most military statistics, troops fighting in the East numbered 683,722 in 1914-15, then 1,216,235 in 1915-16, building to 1,877,967 in 1916-17, and down to 1,341,736 in 1917-18.”, compared to “… an average of 2,783,872 in the West” (Gabriel, 2000).
The focus of the exhibit will be on the European theatres, but will also cover in moderate detail the more obscure and often times forgotten theatres of the First World War, such as the colonial conflicts between the Entente alliance and the Central Powers, mainly over Germanies colonies of German South West Africa, Protectorate of Togoland, Kamerun and German East Africa (Now Namibia, Togo, Cameroon, Rwanda, Burundi and Tanzania), though these colonial campaigns also took place in the Oceania and Asia regions, in the colonies of German New Guinea (Now part of Papau New Guinea) and Tsingtao (Now Qingdao), making the First World War a truly global conflict.
[image: Image result for october revolution]The effects of the war can also be seen in the drastic changes in the political and territorial fortunes of the old Kingdoms which had entered the First World War. Most notably would be the formation of the short-lived Russian Republic following a popular revolution which was then seized by Bolshevik revolutionaries who would go on to form the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, which would later lead the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, comprising all former territories of the Russian Empire, such as Ukraine and Georgia to name but a few. The only territory that did not become a part of the new Soviet system, was the Kingdom of Finland, which would later go on to become a Republic, resisting soviet occupation efforts. This expansion upon a matter which is largely amalgamated in to one singular view, often informing artists with an inaccurate perception of the larger affects of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. This created many often-inaccurate portrayals to the Soviet Unions actual creation as one of a singular, mass popular revolution, rather than a series of invasions and conflicts to form a conquering power, similar to that of a colonial empire such as Britain, France or even the Russian Empire which preceded the USSR, under a different title with different pretences, but failing to achieve the egalitarian, socialist utopian ideals it had been established on.
In conclusion, the exhibits numerous bite-size chunks of information and breakdowns of the numerous events that occurred during and in the 5-year period following the conclusion of the First World War. The aims of my exhibit will ultimately be achieved, displaying a broad focus of the First World War’s theatres and effects, conveying not just the social ramifications, but the political effects, such as the October Revolution and the rise of the new political orders, such as the League of Nations and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the birth of nations; such as that of the Irish Free State, later the Irish Republic.
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