Outline 
I will look at force feeding of suffragettes as a way of permitting violence against women because the male dominated British government attempted to control the bodies of female hunger strikers in prison through ‘state sanctioned violence’ to dictate the condition of women’s physical health by literally taking ‘the lives of suffragettes into their own hands’. This will allow me to present force feeding as a form of biopolitics because it was an operation which allowed government officials to control the ‘health, life-expectancy and longevity’ of the hunger-strikers. 
The first suffragette hunger striker was Manion Wallace Dunlop in July 1909. She was released after 3 days out of fear that she would die in prison. Early release for self-inflicted illness undermined the integrity of the British justice system by providing convicts with a pathway to secure early release from their prison sentences. 
After realising they couldn’t keep permitting the early release of ill prisoners, the government moved on to force feeding of hunger strikers. The first forced feeding incident took place in Winson Green Prison in September 1909, just 3 months after the first hunger strike. Lilian Lenton, a Leicester born suffragette, was among the women who faced force feeding whilst hunger striking in Holloway prison in February 1913 after being arrested for arson attacks in London. 
When she was force fed, Lenton perpetually coughed which caused food to be sent into her lungs. After her release she sent a postcard to her parents informing them that she was ‘Out. Double pneumonia and pleurisy, but quite alright.’ The public was outraged at her treatment whilst in Holloway prison which only accentuated support for the suffrage movement and to avoid embarrassment, the Home Secretary denied Lenton had ever been force fed even though the Home Office possessed papers which documented that she was. 
After realising force feeding was resulting in more support for the suffrage movement because the public empathised with the treatment of hunger-strikers in prison, the government switched up their tactics and turned to legislation to deal with the hunger-striking issue. The Prisoners (Temporary Discharge for Ill-health) Act, more commonly known as the Cat and Mouse Act, was passed in April 1913 as an ‘emergency measure’ to undermine the hunger-striking protest without conceding to the demands of early release. 
The C&M Act allowed a temporary discharge of hunger-strikers so they could recover from their strike outside of prison before being rearrested to finish their sentence. This allowed the government to escape the moral and physical consequences of force-feeding. After passing of the C&M Act, Lenton was arrested for arson and released for hunger-striking on multiple occasions. She became know for her escapes whilst on temporary release from prison, once escaping by jumping onto a moving bus whilst being chased by the police.
The C&M Act shows how the government ‘can use legal and medical frameworks to exert control over political dissidents’ showing that similar to force-feeding it could still be views as a form of biopolitics because the government was still controlling the bodies of hunger-striking women by dictating when they could live inside of prison and recover outside of prison under the guise of the act being passed as a ‘humanitarian response to hungers-strikes’. 
Finally, I will look at how the physical force of force-feeding and biopolitical control of the C&M Act shows how hegemonic masculinity manifested in the British legal system during the suffrage movement which aimed to supress women from entering the political arena because with no law-making powers, women could not advocate against government measures which targeted suffragettes. 
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