“9-11 damaged the status of Muslims in the United Kingdom”. Discuss.

Abstract
9/11 damaged the status of British[footnoteRef:1] Muslims profoundly. It started a series of witch hunts against Muslims and an unprecedented hike in in hate crimes were reported. This unfortunately also led many young British Muslims towards adopting radical Islamist ideology. [1:  ‘United Kingdom’ and ‘Great Britain’ have been used interchangeably in this report.] 


Introduction
The tragic events[footnoteRef:2] of September 11, 2001 were a watershed moment in human history. The violence carried out that day in the name of Islam immediately aroused anti-Muslim sentiments, primarily in the United States and in its Western allies[footnoteRef:3].  The scale of retaliatory attacks and the backlash has been such that even though it has been two decades now the wounds of 9/11 seem fresh on both sides. 9/11 has managed to socio-politicise the meaning associated with being Muslim. [2:  A cauldron: After the end of the Cold War, analysts had predicted that Islam would be the next ‘enemy’, an ideology which the establishments in the West needed for their survival. The Arab Mujahidin hatched new plans after the USSR pulled out of Afghanistan resulting in Al-Qaeda (or the base) being formed with an ideology to replace allegedly apostate leaders in the Islamic world and target Western interests as retribution for harming Islamic interests. Many previous large-scale terror strikes by the al-Qaeda were shadowed by the attacks which brought down the Twin Towers in New York, setting off a chain of retaliatory wars, attacks and assassinations led by Western governments.  ]  [3:  Peek, Lori. "Introduction." In Behind the Backlash: Muslim Americans After 9/11, 1-16. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2011. Accessed May 30, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctvrdf3dw.4	] 


 
British Muslims before 9/11
Till the 1980s, Muslims in the UK were not recognised as a religious grouping but by their racial or ethnic origins. It was after the Honeyford Affair in 1984 and the Rushdie Affair in 1989 that Muslims started to gain social and political visibility[footnoteRef:4]. This served as a catalyst for debates about the adoption of British values[footnoteRef:5]. Non-integration of Muslims into British society had become a major issue then, which escalated into the riots of the summer of 2001 in the former Northern mill towns with substantial Muslim populations[footnoteRef:6].    [4:  This marked the end of pan-Asianism and carved a separate Muslim identity. See Bonino, Stefano. "SURVIVING THE CRISIS AND RESISTING THE STIGMA: THE POST-9/11 EMERGENCE OF A MUSLIM CONSCIOUSNESS." In Muslims in Scotland: The Making of Community in a Post-9/11 World, 40-58. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2017. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1g0512b.10]  [5:  The term ‘Islamophobia’ first appeared in the early 1990s in the UK, to denote an extreme fear or dislike of Muslims. This shows that negative representation of Muslims and Islam had roots in the UK much before the events of 9/11. ]  [6:  Shaw, Alison. "Why Might Young British Muslims Support the Taliban?" Anthropology Today 18, no. 1 (2002): 5-8. Accessed May 30, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/3695134] 



Immediate backlash in the UK
Many British Muslims were not even aware of al-Qaeda and the Taliban prior to 2001. Immediately after 9/11, as reports came in, British Muslims feared reprisal. Mosques were closed and Muslims stayed at home. If they did venture out people looked at them with suspicion, even physically distancing themselves away from them. Many verbal and physical attacks were reported, and probably many more low-level harassment cases went unreported[footnoteRef:7]. Many of these attacks caused serious injuries such as the stabbing of a 55-year-old woman. Other incidents included stabbing and clubbing and even a Muslim being run over by a car. [7:  Shaw, Alison. "Why Might Young British Muslims Support the Taliban?" Anthropology Today 18, no. 1 (2002): 5-8. Accessed May 30, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/3695134	
] 

Systematic attacks were also reported against Muslim institutions, with alcohol being poured on mosque premises to anti Muslim graffiti being scribed on their walls. A graveyard was vandalised and graves were desecrated[footnoteRef:8]. Arson cases were reported on the properties of Muslims[footnoteRef:9]. [8:  Ansari, Humayun. “United Kingdom, Muslims in The”. Brill, January 1, 2017. Accessed May 27 2020. http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_ei3_COM_27520	]  [9:  Majid, Romana. "The Hidden Victims of September 11: The Backlash Against Muslims in the UK", ihrc.org.uk, September 2002. Islamic Human Rights Commission. 28 March 2017. http://www.ihrc.org.uk/publications/reports/7545-the-hidden-victims-ofseptember-11-the-backlash-against-muslims-in-the-uk] 


Ancillary effects
The Government and Islamophobia
The then British Government immediately joined the ‘War on Terror’. British troops were sent to Afghanistan initially and then to Iraq in 2003[footnoteRef:10]. Muslims deemed as Islamists were targeted at home too. All Muslims were required to demonstrate allegiance to Great Britain and their British identities[footnoteRef:11]. Civil and political liberties were restricted. The Government’s policies fuelled radicalisation by providing Islamists abroad with more fodder against the Government and its policies[footnoteRef:12]. After 9/11 the government shifted to a pro-active counter terrorism strategy. The Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001 (ATCSA) was passed hurriedly[footnoteRef:13], allowing for special measures, which included "detentions without trial" among others. This was followed by the 2005 Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA). Lines now blurred between crimes to be dealt by civic authorities and terrorist acts to be dealt by the military[footnoteRef:14]. [10:  Migaux, Philippe. "AL QAEDA." In The History of Terrorism: From Antiquity to ISIS, edited by Chaliand Gérard and Blin Arnaud, 314-48. Oakland, California: University of California Press, 2016. Accessed June 1, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctv1wxrp4.17	]  [11:  Bonino, Stefano. "SURVIVING THE CRISIS AND RESISTING THE STIGMA: THE POST-9/11 EMERGENCE OF A MUSLIM CONSCIOUSNESS." In Muslims in Scotland: The Making of Community in a Post-9/11 World, 40-58. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2017. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1g0512b.10]  [12:  "How to Make Enemies: A Transatlantic Perspective on the Radicalization Process and Integration Issues." In Managing Ethnic Diversity after 9/11: Integration, Security, and Civil Liberties in Transatlantic Perspective, edited by D’APPOLLONIA ARIANE CHEBEL and REICH SIMON, 114-36. NEW BRUNSWICK; NEW JERSEY; LONDON: Rutgers University Press, 2010. Accessed June 1, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt5hj703.12	]  [13:  These initiatives of the then government of Tony Blair and later governments were criticised by Muslim organisations. See Majid, Romana. "The Hidden Victims of September 11: The Backlash Against Muslims in the UK", ihrc.org.uk, September 2002. Islamic Human Rights Commission. 28 March 2017. http://www.ihrc.org.uk/publications/reports/7545-the-hidden-victims-ofseptember-11-the-backlash-against-muslims-in-the-uk]  [14:  Haubrich, Dirk. "The Social Contract and the Three Types of Terrorism: Democratic Society in the United Kingdom After 9/11 and 7/7." In Consequences of Counterterrorism, The, edited by CRENSHAW MARTHA, 179-212. NEW YORK: Russell Sage Foundation, 2010. Accessed June 1, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.7758/9781610447287.9] 


Socio-religious discrimination
Although Muslim organisations were quick to denounce the terror attacks of 9/11, religious discrimination against British Muslims increased manifold. Sharia law debates, especially after the 2005 attacks, were brought to public light by the British press. Muslims were perceived as the ‘Other’[footnoteRef:15]. Inter-religious tensions increased[footnoteRef:16] and diversity and multiculturalism diminished[footnoteRef:17]. Even some non-Christian religious groups, preferred distancing themselves from Muslims[footnoteRef:18]. [15:  KABIR, NAHID AFROSE. "INDIGNATION ABOUT THE PROPOSAL TO INCLUDE SHARIAH LAW IN BRITAIN." In Young British Muslims: Identity, Culture, Politics and the Media, 169-98. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2010. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1r1xzn.15]  [16:  Moulin, Daniel. “Religious Education in England After 9/11: Religious” 2012. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00344087.2012.660418]  [17:  Bonino, Stefano. "SURVIVING THE CRISIS AND RESISTING THE STIGMA: THE POST-9/11 EMERGENCE OF A MUSLIM CONSCIOUSNESS." In Muslims in Scotland: The Making of Community in a Post-9/11 World, 40-58. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2017. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1g0512b.10]  [18:  Majid, Romana. "The Hidden Victims of September 11: The Backlash Against Muslims in the UK", ihrc.org.uk, September 2002. Islamic Human Rights Commission. 28 March 2017. http://www.ihrc.org.uk/publications/reports/7545-the-hidden-victims-ofseptember-11-the-backlash-against-muslims-in-the-uk] 

Further tensions were observed in the public sphere. Even ‘respected’ professionals, like medical practitioners, were not free of discrimination[footnoteRef:19]. Attacks on Muslims for wearing Islamic religious symbols like the hijab or a beard increased[footnoteRef:20]. [19:  Shaw, Alison. "Why Might Young British Muslims Support the Taliban?" Anthropology Today 18, no. 1 (2002): 5-8. Accessed May 30, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/3695134]  [20:  KABIR, NAHID AFROSE. "MUSLIMS IN BRITAIN: AN OVERVIEW." In Young British Muslims: Identity, Culture, Politics and the Media, 29-57. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2010. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1r1xzn.10	] 

Even children suffered. Many Muslims students faced bullying by other students and sometimes by teachers themselves[footnoteRef:21]. [21:  All Party Parliamentary Group on British Muslims, Islamophobia defined, 2017, www.appgbritishmuslims.org
] 


Socio-Economic discrimination
After 9/11 some Muslim-run businesses suffered a significant drop in non-Muslim customers. Muslims were already disadvantaged because of various reasons even prior to 2001 which was aggravated after 9/11[footnoteRef:22]. Muslims have remained discriminated against in higher education and in the labour market. Employment indicators show that Muslims have the highest rates of unemployment as compared to other religious groups[footnoteRef:23]. One third of all Muslims live in the ten percent most deprived neighbourhoods in the UK[footnoteRef:24]. This socio-economic marginalisation of Muslims weakens their prospects for further integration and participation in British society[footnoteRef:25]. [22:  KABIR, NAHID AFROSE. "MUSLIMS IN BRITAIN: AN OVERVIEW." In Young British Muslims: Identity, Culture, Politics and the Media, 29-57. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2010. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1r1xzn.10			]  [23:  Rehman, Javaid. "Islam, "War on Terror" and the Future of Muslim Minorities in the United Kingdom: Dilemmas of Multiculturalism in the Aftermath of the London Bombings." Human Rights Quarterly29, no. 4 (2007): 831-78. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/20072829	]  [24:  CHOUDHURY, TUFYAL. "Integration, Security, and Faith Identity in Social Policy in Britain." In Managing Ethnic Diversity after 9/11: Integration, Security, and Civil Liberties in Transatlantic Perspective, edited by D’APPOLLONIA ARIANE CHEBEL and REICH SIMON, 79-97. NEW BRUNSWICK; NEW JERSEY; LONDON: Rutgers University Press, 2010. Accessed June 1, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt5hj703.10]  [25:  CHOUDHURY, TUFYAL. "Integration, Security, and Faith Identity in Social Policy in Britain." In Managing Ethnic Diversity after 9/11: Integration, Security, and Civil Liberties in Transatlantic Perspective, edited by D’APPOLLONIA ARIANE CHEBEL and REICH SIMON, 79-97. NEW BRUNSWICK; NEW JERSEY; LONDON: Rutgers University Press, 2010. Accessed June 1, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt5hj703.10	] 

Psychological trauma
9/11 was a very traumatic event, not only for the families of the victims but also for Muslims, especially those living in Western countries. British Muslims were subjected to mental pressures because of the spike in Islamophobic attacks and the constant fear of reprisal. PTSD[footnoteRef:26] was commonly diagnosed in Muslims[footnoteRef:27]. Muslims felt they were being held responsible by society[footnoteRef:28]. Such was the emotional impact of 9/11 on them that studies showed that the impact had reduced after ten years but was still extant[footnoteRef:29]. [26:  Post-traumatic stress disorder]  [27:  Abu-Ras, Wahiba M., and Zulema E. Suarez. “Muslim Men and Women’s Perception of Discrimination, Hate Crimes, and PTSD Symptoms Post 9/11.” Traumatology 15, no. 3 (September 2009): 48–63. doi:10.1177/1534765609342281]  [28:  Shaw, Alison. "Why Might Young British Muslims Support the Taliban?" Anthropology Today 18, no. 1 (2002): 5-8. Accessed May 30, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/3695134]  [29:  Bonino, Stefano. "SURVIVING THE CRISIS AND RESISTING THE STIGMA: THE POST-9/11 EMERGENCE OF A MUSLIM CONSCIOUSNESS." In Muslims in Scotland: The Making of Community in a Post-9/11 World, 40-58. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2017. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1g0512b.10] 

9/11 was followed by the ‘War on Terror’ and the resultant killing of many Muslims. Radical Muslims carried out attacks at home. British Muslims faced psychological distress throughout all this. Being British and Muslim generated profound ambiguities. It brought up questions of dual and divided loyalties[footnoteRef:30]. They faced religious and cultural dilemma: should they forsake religious symbols such as the beard and hijab for more integration or should they keep them at a risk of losing better opportunities[footnoteRef:31].  [30:  Shaw, Alison. "Why Might Young British Muslims Support the Taliban?" Anthropology Today 18, no. 1 (2002): 5-8. Accessed May 30, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/3695134]  [31:  KABIR, NAHID AFROSE. "TO BE OR NOT TO BE BRITISH." In Young British Muslims: Identity, Culture, Politics and the Media, 79-111. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2010. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1r1xzn.12	] 


Radicalisation[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Radicalisation of the country’s Muslims has been included here because not only has it affected them and their immediate families but because it has also aroused public indignation against all British Muslims.] 

Many young British Muslims were drawn towards radicalisation after 9/11. Though exact numbers are difficult to ascertain, intelligence reports implicated several British Muslims who were drawn to radical ideology[footnoteRef:33]. British Muslims have been caught in countries such as Afghanistan and Pakistan[footnoteRef:34] fighting for the Taliban and al-Qaeda[footnoteRef:35]; and more recently for ISIS in Iraq and Syria[footnoteRef:36].  [33:  Even converts were drawn to the ideology, such as Richard Reid, or the ‘shoe-bomber’.]  [34:  Shaw, Alison. "Why Might Young British Muslims Support the Taliban?" Anthropology Today 18, no. 1 (2002): 5-8. Accessed May 30, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/3695134]  [35:  One estimate puts them at more than a thousand. KABIR, NAHID AFROSE. "THE IDENTITY DEBATE." In Young British Muslims: Identity, Culture, Politics and the Media, 6-28. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2010. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1r1xzn.9	]  [36:  Basit, Abdul. "Foreign Fighters in Iraq and Syria – Why So Many?" Counter Terrorist Trends and Analyses 6, no. 9 (2014): 4-8. Accessed June 1, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/26351282	] 

The London bombings of July 2005 and the attack on Glasgow airport in June 2007 confirmed the possibility of home-grown terrorism[footnoteRef:37].  [37:  KABIR, NAHID AFROSE. "THE IDENTITY DEBATE." In Young British Muslims: Identity, Culture, Politics and the Media, 6-28. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2010. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1r1xzn.9	] 


British media
Even though anti-Muslim stories were published in the British press prior to 2001, their frequency and intensity increased after 9/11[footnoteRef:38]. Some recurring themes were: [38:  Elizabeth Poole and Ea, “Change and Continuity in the Representation of British Muslims Before and After 9/11: The UK Context,” CORE (Global Media Journal -- Canadian Edition, 2011), https://core.ac.uk/reader/43762770	] 

· Muslims threaten security in the UK
· They are a threat to British values and cannot integrate because of the inherent cultural differences[footnoteRef:39] [39:  KABIR, NAHID AFROSE. "IS THE MEDIA BIASED AGAINST MUSLIMS?" In Young British Muslims: Identity, Culture, Politics and the Media, 112-42. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2010. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1r1xzn.13.] 

According to Poole the most significant shift in the coverage of British Muslims after 9/11 was in associating them with terrorism (Poole, 2011)[footnoteRef:40]. [40:  Elizabeth Poole and Ea, “Change and Continuity in the Representation of British Muslims Before and After 9/11: The UK Context,” CORE (Global Media Journal -- Canadian Edition, 2011), https://core.ac.uk/reader/43762770	] 



Conclusion
9/11 has damaged the status of British Muslims in many ways. At the same time, it helped awaken a new Muslim consciousness, and has led many non-Muslims to study Islam, which has strengthened inter-faith relations and created general positivity towards Muslims[footnoteRef:41]. [41:  Bonino, Stefano. "SURVIVING THE CRISIS AND RESISTING THE STIGMA: THE POST-9/11 EMERGENCE OF A MUSLIM CONSCIOUSNESS." In Muslims in Scotland: The Making of Community in a Post-9/11 World, 40-58. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2017. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1g0512b.10] 
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