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The focus of this assignment is to offer a reflective commentary of a presentation in which a storytelling session was read to a group of young people. Since the dawn of time storytelling has played an integral part of human communication providing the art of storytelling that creates the invention of literature (Wladawsky-Berger, 2013). In Using reflective practice it will expand one’s self awareness and increase critical thinking to enable linking of  one increment of learning to the wider perspective of the development of language (CIPD, 2021). This essay will also analyse and critique various theorists that have contributed to the development of language providing an evaluation on how effective theories have been in assisting in the development of literacy skills.  
The growth of a child’s language and communication skills are critical to their development, good communication enables children to socialise more effectively as well as be able to learn in a more structured environment such as a classroom. Speech and expression are also crucial in communication for children, using speech to convey thoughts with the use of language and its shared rules to bring the words together. There are four main components of language: Phonology, Semantics, Grammar and Lastly Pragmatics (Development, 2019).
One of the most important aspects of literacy learning is reading aloud to children and this should happen even before they can speak. Reading enables children to understand that written form reflects the spoken word and improves the essential skills such as letter and sound recognition (Development?, 2017). 
However according to NurseryWorld, (2019, para. 2) ‘findings of a Department of Education survey of 2,685 parents, nearly a third of children do not read books with someone at home every day’. Also there is a suggestion that children from low-income families are more likely to fall behind in literacy at a young age, which has repercussions in their education (Deprivation and Education, 2009). Trust, (2019 para. 3) states that ‘There are 383,755 children and young people in the UK who do not have their own book and children from disadvantaged backgrounds are more likely than their peers to lack access to books (9.3 percent vs 6 percent).


The school one works in has around 49% of pupil eligible for free school meals, compared with the Welsh average of 17.4% for secondary schools. This proportion is one of the highest for all secondary schools in Wales. Around 70% of pupils live in the 20% most deprived areas in Wales (Guide, 2019). 
Council, (2013, p. 10) states that:
‘Poverty is linked to delayed development. This leaves young people from a lower socio-economic background behind those from a wealthier background prior to entering education, with studies showing a gap in development by the age of 18 months’.
This is evident in ones school as more than 60% of YR7 pupils are below expected reading age and only a small percentage of this amount are two years behind the vast majority are three years or more behind. The school offers many interventions to increase literacy, all children in YR7 who have a deficit in their reading ability have a structured intervention, an hour a week in groups of no more than four. These groups are created by identifying commonalities in the skills deficit, allowing for a targeted approach for each group in upskilling of specific groups. The New Group Reading Test (NGRT) test produces a report, as well as numerical data that highlights the problems children are experiencing in a forensic manner- for example phonics, syntax, inference skills, and these are used to plan interventions. A large amount of the children have the statement that they are reading texts too difficult for them, which hinders progress, and that’s where the Accelerated Reading scheme comes into play, and that operates for all Year 7 and Year 8, as it stimulates reading progress for weaker children and more able.
This leads onto the activity of one’s own storytelling session. In reflection Gibbs reflective cycle was used to guide and structure my feedback on the task (MindTools, ND). Due to Covid-19 the activity that was initially planned for my setting had to be adjusted to the home with family children. The book that was chosen was ‘How to Grow a Dinosaur by Caryl Hart and illustrated by Ed Eaves (Hart, 2011). This book was chosen due to previously reading it and finding the book easy and a fun book to read, the topic of dinosaurs was already recognised as an exciting and intriguing book and also offered the availability to voice character and create a scene that would engage the children of all ages.  Child A was a Key stage three pupil (KS3) and Child B was a Key stage two pupil (KS2). Both children with very different personalities, Child A is a very reserved and self-aware child and Child B is a very outgoing and head strong child. However when asking if they would be part of this activity Child A was initially more engaged and enthusiastic than Child B. 
Prior to the activity one was very apprehensive if this activity would  work in the home as books are read to the children regularly here, but not in such a structured way that had to occur for this activity. Child B was evidently enthusiastic and this was identified early on the session that dinosaurs were of fascination to her. On the other hand Child A even though enjoyed the book it was felt that she was apprehensive to admit that she liked dinosaurs. I felt that on the whole the activity went really well the book that was chosen was the right book as both children even if in different key stages of school really enjoyed. After the session it was felt that Child B had controlled the session. After the session flashcards were created with different parts of the story for reflection, we recreated the story and the children used the cards to put the story in order. Using flashcard enables the brain to engage in active recall, children will be familiar with using flashcards which have been used in their learning from a young age such as for spelling and independent reading, by using flashcards this assists in the act of learning and memorisation skills (Sienkiewicz, 2019). There were a few disagreements between the siblings on the order, but with acting it out the story started to make sense to both children. Two packs of seeds were used and each child made sure they read out loud what was on the packet, Child B needed assistance and Child A offered to help independently each child planted the seeds. This has created an ongoing discussion on the book for many years to come.
There are many theorists and different theories of language one being B.F. Skinner (Skinner), he offered one of the earliest scientific theories of language acquisition, he suggested that environmental influence can affect the way children learn (Lemetyinen, 2012). Therefore, using a postive behavourist reinforcement concept Skinner (1957. Para 6), believed a child will understand communicative meaning of words and phrases. Such as ‘when a child will ask for an item, that item is usually given by a parent therefore the child connects the word with a postive rewarding action’ 
On the other hand, it was heavily argued by Noam Chomsky, (1965) that the work of Skinner was too simplistic and that you could not condition a child to process literacy and use it correctly as they would never aquire the tools to be able to understand the structure of sentences even more so the grammatical function of the meaning of a sentence. Chomsky believed in the syntax structure meaning that a child who has learned a language has developed a system of rules that determine how structures of sentences are formed. He proposed the theory of Grammar and this could not be conditioned with positive reinforcement as Skinner believed  as language could not be dependant on language input alone.
Unlike Chomsky, Lev Semyonovich Vygotsky believed in the scaffolding concept where development of language and knowledge was socially constructed (Baiju, 2010). Similarly to Skinners theory, Vygotsky believed that external factors could influence developments, but unlike skinner and his conditioning theory, Vygotsky’s theory was based around the zone of proximal development (ZPD). This is where the experienced helper assists in a child learning through stages scaffolding the distance between the child’s current and potential abilities (Morton, ND). According to Baiju, (2010), ‘Vygotsky's theory views language first as social communication, gradually promoting both language itself and cognition’
Literacy policies have changed over time the one fundamental time of change is when Professor Graham Donaldson (Donaldson) was asked to overhaul the existing school curriculum. Donaldson was asked to review the curriculum in 2014 additionally reviewing the process of assessments from foundation stage to Key Stage Four (KS4). The curriculum had previously been changed from child-centred philosophy in 1967 to a more subject-centred in 1988. Over time from 1988 there has been growing government concerns regarding the standards in school especially within the literacy and numeracy standards of the curriculum, there was a lack of clear and shared understanding of an acceptable curriculum and this was viewed as causing unacceptable inconsistency throughout the practice. Donaldson (2015, p. 42) believed ‘that competence in literacy is essential for learning across all of the curriculum. All children need competence in the spoken word, syntax and spelling and is crucial as a role in the use of language and thinking’. Similarly in the theory of Vygotsky and Chomsky, Donaldson believed that the key to mastering the essential literary skill was by understanding the components supported by developmentally appropriate teaching and learning so that the skills can be reinforced, extended and applied (Donaldson, 2015).


In analysis of this assignment, language is a complex process of laws and principles with many interpretations. Language is crucial to a child’s development and the key to lifelong learning. There are many theories to learning that have many similarities and many differences one of the similarities that was discovered is environments play a huge impact on learning. Reading from a young age can be one of the biggest influences it forms the bases of understanding and creates the idea of written form reflects the spoken word. 
Much of the research highlighted that not every child is privileged enough to be read to or even own a book at home and is evident that this can place a child behind as much as nearly three years from more advantaged peers. The school one works in has over half of the YR7 cohort attending comprehensive school with 3 years difference in reading skills. Is it just the home learning that affects a child progressing in literacy? There are many contributions ones school according to Estyn, (2016 p. 3), ‘the school has a significantly higher than average number of students on the special needs register. They also have a higher average for pupils with special educational needs in Wales’.  Academic skills and the way that children with SEN can be different and transfer language can be individual therefore each child should be taught handwriting, and phonological skills to improve reading or memory skills should not be assumed for every child and each programme of intervention should be tailored to each individual child (Carroll, et al., 2017).
Intervention in the school uses the process of Vygotsky where ZPD is actively used seeing scaffolding from an experienced person being offered to increase the potential of each individual. On the other hand Skinner and his theory even if simplistic because a human mind is more complex than that of an animal positive conditioning and rewarding can be effective to pupils balancing that with the teaching of the rules and laws of language formation and fluency.


In conclusion to one’s own activity, the session went as well as could be expected as it was adapted as it was unable to be used in the school setting. The session could have been controlled especially with Child B who was very excitable and wanted to answer everything it was evident that Child A was somewhat left out to a degree of the session. The after activity was much better as the children were able to evaluate their own learning by retelling the story, but also able to recreate the story with different scenarios encouraging independent reading. The physical activity of planting the seeds words really well and the Grow your own dinosaur book is often referred to whilst watching their own planting develop.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The way children learn is ever changing as is language and literacy. The rules and laws stay the same and this is why Chomsky and his theories on literacy are used without the understanding of language then competency will not develop. The curriculum reform by Donaldson has opened up the skills and knowledge of learning and this will provide children with an all rounded learning experience that allows them to be well formed adults and have transferable skills that are fit for purpose and essential for lifelong learning. As the world transforms and changes therefore education will always need to adapt and accommodate these changes.
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