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The three words I have chosen to expand and explore upon are as follows; Skateboarding, Graffiti 
and Commercialised subculture. I feel there is a plethora of literature and material available to work 
and extrapolate from the words I have selected, I feel that I have a fairly decent working knowledge 
of the subjects as skateboarding and graffiti have had a substantial impact on my working practices 
and my day to day life, I feel the subject of commercialised subculture would feed quite nicely in to 
the other topics for discussion as both have become heavily commercialised in today’s society, as I 
feel that these subcultures feel as though they have lost their most important signs of identity.



Skateboarding

What is skateboarding?
[bookmark: _Hlk8886208]Skateboarding is known as an action sport or an extreme sport that is made of tricks, obstacles and 
disciplines, that allows for creativity, expression and freedom, skateboarding was first introduced 
sometime in the late 1940’s or the early 1950’s, it was created by surfers in the California area 
America so that they could get in practice when there was no surf or waves. The skateboard decks or 
as they were known at the time as wave boards, were made up of wooden blanks or wooden boxes 
with wheels and axels stolen from roller skates that would be crudely attached to the bottom, these 
would be used to ride down sidewalks they would also be used to carve in empty backyard 
swimming pools to replicate and practice their techniques that they would use whilst surfing.
Through out the years there was a plethora of advancements in the technology of skateboards going 
from metal and clay wheels with no bearing to arguably the most important invention to 
skateboarding the polyurethane wheels invented by Frank Nasworthy under the company Cadillac 
Wheels they would then be paired with precision bearings in the centre in the 1970’s, likewise for
the skateboard deck itself it has gone from a humble plank of wood to a more purpose-built deck,
with multiple layers of wooden veneers that have been glued and pressed into shape, The 1970’s 
was an all-round pivotal time for skateboarding as there would also be many advancements in 
skateboard tricks starting with the Ollie and the pop shuvit to the bag of tricks and variations so 
big that it would be impossible to name It was also during this time skateboard companies formed
and in turn they would begin to sponsor rider to form teams that would take part in competition to 
promote the brands, with the introduction of skateboard magazines the teams and riders would go 
out and try to get the best tricks in order to attain (the holy grail of skateboarding) the front cover 
photo of a magazine. Later would come the skateboarding videos which would lead the skateboard 
companies to send out their riders in order to try to get the best video part possible to help promote 
the brands and boost sales and commercialise skateboarding, this worked now in 2009 the 
skateboarding industry has an estimated  
worth of 4.8 billion dollars with around 11.8 million people around the world skateboarding today.

 


What does skate boarding mean to me and my practice?
Skateboarding for me has always been more than just a pass time or a hobby but more of way of life 
from the very first moment seeing it as a young teenager on the tv, I then proceeded to beg my
mother to get me a skateboard for my fourteenth birthday but after months of her telling me no, to 
my up most surprise it would be my estranged father got me one along with one for my brother, 
from that day I would spend every bit of my free time at my local skate park, it would be the place 
where I would meet some of my closest friends, for me skateboarding as with most skateboarders its 
not a sport or a simple pass time but rather a small of a community I belonged too, with 
skateboarding being so open ended the possibilities are endless, 
“The skateboarding structure that developed from the values discussed above encouraged each 
individual to create a personalized form of skateboarding. Each participant identified his or her own 
criteria regarding training procedures, goals, and style” (Authenticity in The Skateboarding World. 
p340). This freeness and creativity that flows within the world of skateboarding has followed 
through to the way I approach my own practice’s. 
in recent times skateboarding has become a heavily commercialised subculture in recent years with 
skateboards being used as fashion props and accessories on fashion runways, adverts and 
television, whilst this is great for the companies within the industry and it boosts sales, it is on the 
other hand it is detrimental to the whole of skateboarding as skateboarders are “a culture that 
values individuality” (Authenticity in The skateboarders world” p341). As it has left many searching 
to reclaim their identity, other than being the subject of just another fast fashion trend.



Graffiti
What is graffiti? Graffiti is commonly described as a visual form of communication that can be found 
usually on public property in and around major cities, whether it be on walls, trains or highways, this 
art form is mainly created with spray paint.  Graffiti as we know it today first appeared in 
the late 1960’s – 1970’s it is widely debated subject on the whereabouts it first started most argue 
that it appeared in north America whilst others argue that it was in eastern Europe, nobody can 
really come with an definitive answer on the matter. Although graffiti has been around for around 
two millennia just not as we know it today.

question? How does graffiti influence my practice




Graffiti has taught me a lot throughout the years to how to look at different ways of looking at a 
structures of a form and bending, distorting and deforming the letter to give a more aggressive or an
all together a softer look to the letter whilst still retaining the fundamental structure of the 
letter forms and colour theory, this also translates quite strongly through to my illustrative work,
 where I will try and incorporate some of my fundamentals that I have learned and try and look at 
different ways of producing an image.

Graffiti 

The subculture of graffiti?
Graffiti is itself a whole subculture or what it is sometimes called a deviant subculture, that is 
traditionally made up of people from a lower class and minorities with its roots firmly based in hip 
hop of the late 1970’s and 1980’s where graffiti artists/writers would essentially try and take over an 
entire city with their tags, usually with a name that they have given themselves or that other people
have given them, or bombs and crew names, 

Anarchy or anti-establishment? 

uestion1: what are commercialised subcultures?

Question? what is antiestablishment?


