	Compare and contrast the role and status of women in the Four Branches of the Mabinogi and Táin Bó Cúailnge



[bookmark: _Int_7gtJMkOf]The Mabinogion is the name given to a collection of eleven Welsh medieval tales from roughly the years 1380 to 1410 C.E. Of the eleven tales found in the collection, only four of them create a distinct group, as only four refer to themselves as ‘Mabinogi’ and each one ends with the phrase “and so ends this branch of the Mabinogi”. It is from this that the four tales are generally referred to as the Four Branches of the Mabinogi.

First Branch:
[bookmark: _Int_sbdI706d]The first branch of the Mabinogi follows Pwyll, the prince of Dyfed. It begins with Pwyll leaving from his court at Arberth for a hunting trip and encountering a pack of dogs that he had not seen before which killed a stag. Pwyll drove the pack away and fed the dead stag to his own dogs. This is followed by a man approaching him who refers to Pwyll as discourteous for his actions and introduces himself as Arawn, king of Annwfn. In order to win Arawn’s friendship, Pwyll agrees to spend a year taking Arawn’s place and form in Annwfn so that he may rid Arawn of another king that fights against him by striking him down at a meeting at the end of the year. As a part of their agreement, Arawn also takes Pwyll’s place in Dyfed. On Pwyll’s arrival to Arawn’s court, he is attended to by Chamberlain’s and knights and the hall prepared for a war-band's arrival, alongside the queen. When Pwyll begins to speak with the queen, he regards her as “the most noble woman and the most gracious of disposition and discourse he had ever seen.”[footnoteRef:1] They spend their time together eating, drinking singing together before going to bed, where Pwyll refuses to face or speak to the queen. Every day and night for the following year, Pwyll spent in a similar manner – feasting, hunting, singer and carousing during the day, but never sharing affection with the queen during the night. On the day of the meeting, Pwyll follows the instructions he was previously given by Arawn and only struck the opposing king once, refused to strike him again and then secured the allegiance of the noblemen. Then, he met once more with Arawn, and they traded back each other’s forms and returned to their respective lands, now as friends. When Arawn returns to Annwfn, he does as Pwyll did for a year and carouses with his wife and noblemen before going to bed with his wife and converses and makes love to her. She questions him on this sudden change of character and Arawn shares the truth of the past year. In Dyfed, Pwyll questions his noblemen on how he has ruled for the last year and is told of his perception, kindness and charity. He shares the truth of the past year and vows to continue with the rule that Arawn had brought. Pwyll and Arawn began to build their friendship and would send each other gifts, and Pwyll became known as Pwyll Pen Annwfn. [1:  The Mabinogion, translated by Sioned Davies, p. 5] 

(The Mabinogion, translated by Sioned Davies, pp. 3-8)
-Needs to be trimmed down
[bookmark: _Int_dvlnoU6P][bookmark: _Int_SxIbN3QX]As a part of Arawn’s deal with Pwyll, he promises to give Pwyll the most beautiful woman he had ever seen to sleep with. This might suggest that women were considered ‘commodities’ that could be added into negotiations to make them more appealing. Albeit Pwyll never actually took advantage of or tried to make love to Arawn’s wife, so there is at least shown a small amount of respect towards women. (Needs rephrasing) Although, under the belief that a woman would be a man’s property, then you could infer that Pwyll did not touch the queen in an attempt to not ‘vandalise’ Arawn’s property. (Also rephrase) However, the queen comments on Pwyll resisting the temptation of flesh, so it is most likely that Pwyll’s does just simply respect her.

[bookmark: _Int_uLlcFj8p]The First Branch continues on with the story of Pwyll encountering a mysterious woman atop a horse that seemingly cannot be caught up to by any other regular horse. 
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