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Consider how you might be able to develop the creative or enterprising skills of learners through your own pedagogy.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Creativity is a fundamental part of human development it is how offspring and young children co-operate and learn about the world around them. When looking at the behaviour of young children, as adults we can’t help but notice how creative young people are. Children are always asking questions, fantasising and exploring all creative expressions. While we all possess high levels of creativity as young children, this is not necessarily maintained. Internal factors such as individuals’ personality type and their cognitive ability can alter how creative they are. External factors such as the environment one grows up in or the demands of life can also have an impact on our creative potential.
Discredited by the academic brain of the intellectual, the skill of creativity seems to have lost its importance and worth in the hierarchy of ability that society has created. 
Without the arts, we would not have the means to express our worries or fears, hopes, dreams, feelings or, ultimately, our humanity. The study of the arts is able to provide students with a chance to broaden their knowledge and opinions and, most importantly, to give them a chance to express these.
Creativity, combined with an enterprising outlook, enables children and young people to learn, accomplish and face challenges confidently throughout their lives. Schools are engaging enthusiastically with developing creativity skills. 
It is after thinking about this that I decided to develop a creativity day based on one of the books the pupils have been reading. Handa’s Surprise is a great book and is loved by all children and will allow them to be creative in their task, and can be used in the Foundation Phase. The story is based in Africa, and would include a variety of sessions and tasks that will allow the pupils to be creative. These sessions will have very little teacher control, and as a class teacher my role would be more as a facilitator or a coach to help them with any issues or anything they do not understand. Runco (1993) believes that “teachers should show an interest in children’s creative potential and encourage children to construct their own personal interpretations of knowledge and events.” However, during parts of my approach I would have to be very careful to ensure that the pupils are supervised and that I am available to help when necessary and in some stages, take part. 
One of the sessions would be using different types of sand, and allowing the pupils to use the sand in the best way they see possible. The sand could be used for walking on to show the marks in the sand and this could be a creative art lesson by finding and making patterns within the sand and maybe even recreating the patterns onto pater with sand and glue. Seeing the sand from Africa, to make it realistic, I would try and heat up the sand a little bit so it might be a little warmer, or put an electric heater near the sand box. This would give them the feeling of walking through the dusty sandy African savanna. Sand play promotes physical development. Large muscle skills develop as children dig, pour, sift, scoop, and clean up spills with brush and dustpan. Eye-hand coordination and small muscle control improve as children learn to manipulate sand accessories.
Using sand would also link in to the sensory African habitat, that would include a box looking very much like the African dessert with animals, sand, water, twigs and rocks. It will be a large box which will allow the pupils to feel around and explain what they feel. The box will be designed to allow the pupils to be able to reach each material inside the box. Sensory play has an important role in development. When you talk about the senses, most kids over a certain age can rattle them off without problem: sight, smell, hearing, touch, and taste. Any and all of these can be incorporated into sensory play. Fine motor skills are those that require the ability to use and coordinate small muscle groups and are important for writing, shoe-tying, buttoning, and zipping, among other things. Sensory play often involves using and building fine motor skills by exploring things using pinching, pouring, and lacing movements.
I’m going to have the children working in pairs or groups of three for this section because “The most favourable situation for creativity seems to be interpersonal exchange, with negotiation of conflicts and comparison of ideas and actions being the decisive elements” Malaguzzi (1993, p78)
“Play is also a key component in learning, human development and creativity. Play has been found to help children contextualize and understand the world around them, develop problem solving skills, social skills, coordination, perception and motor-skills” (Frost 1992, Miller 1972).
 “Creativity is putting your imagination to work. It is applied imagination. Innovation is putting new ideas into practice. There are various myths about creativity. One is that only special people are creative, another is that creativity is only about the arts, a third is that creativity cannot be taught, and a fourth is that it’s all to do with uninhibited “self-expression.” (Ken Robinson, 2015)
It is very important that teachers try their very best to develop children’s creativity in the best way they can, and try and improve their way of thinking by showing them that imagination and thinking differently is a good thing.
Another session, could include survival, so the pupils will try and find ways to survive in the African dessert, they would be given twigs and leaves and branches and sand to see how they would make a shelter away from the sun and how they could protect themselves if they were out in the dessert. This could be done as a challenge where all of the things they need to build the shelter could be hidden around the room and the pupils have to find everything they need so that they can build the shelter. They might give unexpected answers and find objects that aren’t specifically created for this specific task but can be used, these children should then be praised for thinking of new ideas. They could also figure out what they could eat, so they could find the hidden fruit around the themed area, and this could be done individually or as a team. Once they find the fruit there could be taster sessions where the pupils can try the African fruit so they know what they like or even continue and with the help of an adult turn them into fruit salads or smoothies. In the Entrecomp framework under Ideas and opportunities and under the competence of spotting opportunities, the younger learners in Foundation Phase “can find opportunities to generate value for others”, this can be done when building the shelter and helping others. While the older pupils “can seize opportunities to respond to challenges”.
"Play is an indispensable element in child development. It is the child's natural process of learning and development and, consequently, a critical ingredient in the educative process” (Frost 1992, p.19).
The pupils will also be able to play around in different areas, by playing in the African café, role play area, where they can pretend to work out in Africa and serve the fruit that they find, where they can then serve the fruit salads and smoothies and also play with fake fruit and add in other skills such as adding and money. The role play area could also be created outside where the pupils can dress up as animals from Africa such as lions, tigers, giraffes, elephants etc. and play around on the jungle gym outside and in the creative play area, and pretend they are all in the dessert and running wild. This will allow them to build and develop their imagination and allow them to decide what they want to do, they will be given a free choice. 
"Imaginative 'make-believe' play develops the young brain in the areas of symbolic and abstract thought and allows children to replay their experiences so as to process, understand and internalize them" (White, 2008, p.88).
To conclude, creativity is very important in schools, and teachers needs to try and help students to be as creative and imaginative as possible. Children need to have the opportunity to think for themselves and make decisions. Creating a day such as this African day allows the pupils to enhance skills and to learn new skills, while enjoying and being creative. 
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	Student Self Evaluation Form


This section repeats in brief the common assessment criteria detailed on previous pages. The extent to which these are demonstrated by you determines your mark. Using these criteria, tick the box that best indicates the level of achievement you feel you have achieved with regard to each of them. 

	Common Assessment Criteria Applied
	Level of Achievement

	
	
REFER
	
3rd
	
2:2
	
2:1
	
1st
	
1st

	
	OUTRIGHT FAIL
	UNSATISFACTORY
	SATISFACTORY
	GOOD
	VERY GOOD
	EXCELLENT
	EXCEPTIONAL

	1. Subject Knowledge and Understanding (which includes using research-informed literature and knowledge and understanding of the subject)
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	2. Intellectual Skills (Analysis)
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	3. Pedagogic and Professional Applications
(Practical Application and Deployment)
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	4. Key Transferable Skills
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	X 
	
	
	
	


	PLEASE COMMENT ON AREAS IN WHICH YOU FEEL THAT YOU HAVE PERFORMED WELL 
	PLEASE COMMENT ON AREAS YOU FEEL THAT YOU NEED TO DEVELOP

	I feel that I did well when planning sessions for the students and how to make them creative.
	I feel like I could have included more from the Entrecomp framework.


	Student’s Name
	Lauren Hughes
	Date
	13th March 2018

	Student’s Signature
	L.Hughes
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