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[bookmark: _GoBack]“In what ways has your work on the production helped to realise the director’s intended vision of the piece?”

‘The quality of the relationship that is built between the director and actor can mean the difference between a pretty good performance, and a fearless performance that takes everyone’s breath away.’ (Gonzalez and Gonzalez, 2011)
The relationship between a director and an actor whilst working on a show is vital. It’s a collaboration and a coming together of ideas to create the best show possible and bring the directors vision to life and working on ‘Far from the Madding Crowd’ was no different. From our first initial meeting, Geinor Styles and Dan Lloyd informed us of their ideas on how they wanted the show to be presented. They wanted to go for a more cinematic feel for the show, like a film on stage, and I think that has been reflected with regards to the set, the delivery of the text and the stylistic nature of some of the blocking. Geinor wanted to keep the piece authentic to the time in which it was set (1874). It was my job to help bring the character of Gabriel Oak to life and play him as truthfully as possible. By doing this it would assist in what Geinor and Dan were trying to create. How ever obvious it may sound learning my lines on time for the rehearsal was an absolute must as I could just dive into the creative process and not have to worry about having a script in my hand. To help bring Geinor and Dan’s vision of Far from the Madding Crowd to life I thought one of the most important parts of the process was for me to research my character, Gabriel Oak and to have a great understanding of the text so I wasn’t clueless going into the rehearsals. ‘The novel's hero, Gabriel Oak is a farmer, shepherd, and bailiff, marked by his humble and honest ways, his exceptional skill with animals and farming, and an unparalleled loyalty… Gabriel is characterized by an incredible ability to read the natural world and control it without fighting against it. He occupies the position of quiet observer throughout most of the book, yet he knows just when to step in to save Bathsheba and others from catastrophe.’ (M.sparknotes.com, 2018) As it was important to Geinor to get the realism of the piece, I felt it was important for me to research different jobs and tasks that my character would be doing in those days, by doing this it made me feel more connected to my character and therefore added another layer to my interpretation of the performance. I believe by taking on Geinor and Dan’s direction in the rehearsal room I have contributed to the production, they have been very generous with letting me do my own thing with the character but have also reigned me in and have given me guidance when I had gone too far from what they had in mind. Another way I feel I have contributed to the piece is by taking note of the blocking and work Geinor and Dan have been doing with Sean. By taking on board the notes he received I feel I haven’t slowed down the process and we’ve been able to push on and get the job done. One way I have contributed to the show is by playing the character completely different to Sean’s interpretation. From the beginning Geinor made it very clear that we are different actors, so she wanted to see two different performances and I believe me and Sean both fulfilled Geinors requests. I feel overall during this process I have helped to realise Geinor and Dan’s vision of the peice, and this was reassured to me before my opening night, when Geinor described my work and contribution to the show as ‘phenomenal’.  
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