
ANTISEMITISIM.
Gender, Race, Religion and Crime.



Antisemitism is a hatred of Jews. This is a disease which has worsened, compounded by recycling the ugliest of elements found within Nazi propaganda. The media must also accept blame for antisemitism throughout the world. It’s not just German’s who hated the Jewish but also the Arab’s too. In this assignment we will briefly look at the history of antisemitism and its contemporary understandings. We also look at how diverse communities and the police would respond to these sort of hate crimes. It would be easier to start at the beginning with religion and to go forward from there to try and bring it as much up to date as is likely possible.
Antisemitism dates back as far as the times of Jesus Christ, so you could say that all religion was the real cause of it all.
There is known to be a two-thousand-year-old myth which was to poison the minds of all Christians with the hatred of Jews, this was to be a necessary precondition for genocide. This myth was then exploited within the school curriculum of the Nazis. One story which was told to all Nazi elementary school children is where a peasant woman was standing upon the roadside shrine of Christ and telling her three children about the man who hangs upon the cross and how he was known to be one of the greatest enemies of all time to the Jewish people.
Jesus as to state right from the beginning that Jews were killers of all men. He told all the children that the Jews descended from the devil himself, so therefore all Jews would look like the devil. Jesus was then to go on to proclaim the truth to the world about how all Jews are evil. The Jews were to drive nails through the hands and feet of Jesus once hung upon the cross. They let him slowly bleed to death, a rather horrible way to seek their bitter revenge. (Perry, M, Schewitzer, F: 2005).
In the run up to 1945, almost six million Jews were killed by the Nazis, this was to be two – thirds of the European population of Jews. The majority of those who were murdered were discovered to be that of children, a certain percentage of these children who lived within German occupied lands went on to perish to death. German’s felt compelled to murder all Jews, as they were gripped by a demonological antisemitism which saw all Jews as the source of all evil. They were dangerous criminals who wanted to rule the world as well as Germany.
The paranoia of these German’s would be expressed in a pseudo biological term, the Jews were known to be subhuman and racial inferiors who defied the blood of Aryan and also defied the culture of Europe. This was a mythical image of the Jews which was conjured up by the Nazis. They regarded themselves as very noble idealists that were engaged within the spiritual and biological purification of the whole of Europe.  (Perry, M, Scheweitzer, F: 2005).
Anti – Jewish prejudice has three underlying principles to it according to the chair of the All – Party Parliamentary Group Against Antisemitism John Mann. The first principle in being that non – Jews lead the fight against antisemitism, only as the struggle against prejudice is not just the victim’s responsibility. Secondly, any success that is achieved within trying to combat antisemitism can be utilised to fight back against all forms of discrimination and racism too. Thirdly, parliament need to set out a national standard which deals with these delicate matters and try to do so across all the party-political lines. (Stevens, H: 2021).
In 2021, there was a rise in the number of antisemitic hate crimes reported within the United Kingdom. This was to include two incidents where a Jewish man was targeted twice within the space of one hour while travelling across London.
The man, or Yosef as he was known, was wearing a kippah and a hat, this is a head covering worn by most Jewish men. Yosef was left feeling traumatised by these attacks. He was verbally abused in Oxford Street; he was then subjected to more antisemitic abuse at Oxford Circus tube station on July 3rd, 2021, just before midnight.
According to Yosef’s brother, there was no attempt to communicate before they lashed out, it was not just verbal abuse. It is the fact antisemites are doing this knowing full well that CCTV means we have reached a level where they are not concerned about any sort of repercussions.
Article 9 of the Human Rights Act is in place to safeguard the freedom of religion, Article 14 then makes it illegal to discriminate anyone based upon their religion. Hate crime tends to still be a significant problem within the United Kingdom, with over 105,090 reported incidents to the police in the run up to March 2020.
The CST or the Community Security Trust which is a Jewish charity, aided to provide support with monitoring and security reports of any antisemitic incidents. Due to a recent rise in violence within Palestine, the Middle East and Israel this has triggered more widespread media coverage. The charity had four – hundred and sixty incidents reported to them, three – hundred and sixteen offline and one – hundred and forty – four online. This is known to be one of the highest monthly totals since the records began back in 1984.
At the end of May 2021, Detective Chief Inspector Paul Coburn of Greater Manchester Police launched the operation Wildflower to try and combat any increased antisemitic hate crimes.
Eva Mozes Kor (1934 – 2019) was a survivor of Auschwitz, she also founded an organisation for surviving Mengele twins in 1985. Eva helped to put pressure upon governments to search for Josef Mengele. In 1985, Eva opened a small Holocaust Museum in Terre Haute, Indiana, which then went on to be known as the CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education Centre where she would give tours and presentations mostly to the school aged children.
Eva went on to be a recognised speaker, both internationally and nationally with topics related to the Holocaust, peace, medical ethics and also forgiveness. She went on to be covered in the media outlets and was also the subject of a documentary called “Forgiving Doctor Mengele”.
In May of 2021, there had been an eleven – day conflict between Palestinians and Israelites, according to one charity.
A midnight talk was due to be given by Rabbi Liss at a North London Synagogue, but he began to feel rather nervous. After thirteen years of giving speeches, you may think that he would be used to it by now. This midnight talk was to mark the start of a Jewish Festival known as Shavuot on May 16th and should have been no different upon the face of it. But during the afternoon of the speech events happened and were described as a crescendo. A friend of Rabbi Liss had been attacked in Essex, struck over the head with a brick.  (O’ Connor, M 2023)
In 2007, Google had to remove their head of diversity due to a blog/ post stating that all Jewish people had an insatiable appetite for war and killing. This post was about the conflict between Israel and Palestine which had resurfaced on the internet where Kamau Bobb was to claim that Jewish people had an ‘insensitivity’ suffering. The post was then deleted. 
Kamau Bobb was actually condemned for his past writings as he was a member of the diversity team, and he was causing a lot of deep offence and pain to all members of the Jewish community. 
Within our country, antisemitism continues to be an ever-growing concern, and the government need to demonstrate the seriousness of how they actually handle this. This should be handled like any other hate crime by them. The government propose two extra clarifications to make sure that all freedom of speech can and should be maintained within a context of discourse with regards to Palestine and Israel, without antisemitism permeating any debates. The following statements should include that it is not antisemitic to criticise any of the government of Israel, without having any additional evidence which should suggest any antisemitic intent. Secondly, it is not antisemitic to hold Israeli government to any other standards as within other liberal democracies. It would not be antisemitic to have an interest in the Israeli governments actions or policies without any evidence which would suggest any sort of antisemitic intent.
Zionism is a movement and development and also protection of a Jewish nation in what is now Israel. This was first established as a political organisation back in 1897 under a person named Theodor Herzl, but then went on to be led by Chaism Weizmann.
Zionism did originate in central and Eastern Europe in the 19th century. This is a continuation of an ancient attachment of the Jewish religion to the historical region of Palestine. One of the hills of ancient Jerusalem was called Zion. (Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2023).
The history of the persecution of Jews is actually as old as the written word, but the word antisemitism has only been around since the late 19th century where it was to reach the beginning of its most horrifying chapter.  Throughout the history of Christianity, hatred and prejudice towards Jewish people seem to have been blamed upon the crucifixion and betrayal of Jews, but the ethnic Jewish oppression started long before this.
Following the Israeli bombing of Gazza, feelings of antisemitism has significantly grown. Jewish graves have been known to be desecrated and Swastikas daubed all over synagogues. This was confirmed in a deeply worrying trend in Paris in early 2015 with the Charlie Hebdo attacks. (Mann, J, 2015).
 In conclusion to this assignment about antisemitism and hatred of the Jewish people it is all wrong and seems to be one sided. The government of all countries, not just here in England need to get more involved with hate crime, be more proactive as they say. They really need to take action in anticipation of any future needs, problems or changes. The government who are public officials would or should proactively engage within policy innovation and regulatory improvements for the benefit of the people and for society as a whole, this would be known as ‘proactive governance’. The government really need to make extra efforts with any sort of hate crime not just antisemitic ones by going or trying to go above and beyond performing any ordinary duties which are expected of one’s position.
There should never be any disrespect towards anyone’s religion, how they think, see or do or how people chose to live their life. Everyone is unique and different and that is what helps to make the world go round, not hatred. As the old saying goes, ‘make love, not war’.
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