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An insight regarding three of the world’s prominent theorists on educating children Montessori, Vygotski, and Bruner. How their work has culminated in the way children today are taught – are their ideas current in today’s modern classroom? This publication should help answer that question.





Montessori Schools
Maria Montessori opened her first school in 1907. (Learning Theory’s 2016) Maria Montessori created the schools on a few main premises and these stay true today. The website states that one of these is to have respect for the child – too often adults believe that children should be disciplined and they impose information from a lofty perspective. The Montessori approach gives children choices to prepare them for independent learning. It goes onto state that children learn best through play- rather than being fed information from above. This tends to promote enthusiastic and curiosity led learning opening a child’s imagination.
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	(Learning Theories 2016) This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

 Children are constantly learning – they tend to mimic actions. The information absorbed by the child is largely dependent on the types of information and experiences that they have in their memory banks. Montessori classrooms allow free exploration and learning in uninterrupted blocks of time, for the children to get the most out of their experience. (see above classroom layout)
The major difference in a Montessori classroom is the physical organisation. According to the website, Montessori’s ethos is that classrooms should have everything the child will need for an effective education – the above diagram of a typical classroom supports this. They go onto state that the classrooms should be aesthetically pleasing with learning materials for all ages, characteristics, and interests.
It goes on to mention the Sensitive Period where children are more suggestable to learning different skills and more able to digest information at specific developmental points. (we will learn about these further on in the publication) The age for these sensitive periods will vary from child to child – teachers must gauge through observation when to introduce new concepts/ideas to a child.
The website mentions Autoeducation -  this tends to occur when teachers prepare a suitable learning environment to give the child choices rather than informing the child the subjects they will be learning. Children often learn better in a multi-age environment assisting peers and ultimately themselves through autoeducation.


 (Learning Theories 2016) Below explains the Planes of Development as the child develops and progresses through the four planes. With each plane the teacher should change the environment and offer appropriate learning experiences. Below is a detailed look at the different planes. (Learning Theories 2016)This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

Infancy (birth to 6 years)- This stage is comprised of the Absorbent Mind and Sensitive Period. These aspects are conducive to learning. For the first three of life, infants learn through their senses this is called unconscious absorbent mind. During ages 3-6 years children learn consciously through hand on experience. Learning will occur when the child is left to experience activities independently.
Childhood (6-12 years) – According to the Learning Theories website (2016) the child will grow out of the Absorbent Mind and start to learn through cognitive reasoning and imagination. Children are hungry to learn about the world around them, needed to know how things work and why. This is the time to soak up information – the Sensitive Period of this age group focuses mainly on social acceptance, and the development of a value system.
Adolescence (12-18 years) – During this period energy tends to decline, and there is a reluctance to being bombarded with information.
Transition to Adulthood (18-24 years) – By this stage they should be exploring possible careers, if the individual has acquired the necessary cognitive and social skills from the previous stages they should be able to make the right career choice for themselves.



Lev Vygotski

Ageyev et al (2003pg3) states Vygotski was of Russian decent and his theory ‘Zone of Proximal Development’ is described by Ageyev, et al (2003 pg3) as having three different contexts
Developmental- Explains that the child is starting to develop psychological functions.
Applied – Explains the difference between what a child can achieve alone as opposed to what they can achieve with assistance.
Metaphoric – Is described by Ageyev et al as “where every day concepts of the child meet scientific concepts provided by teachers or other mediators of learning”
Vygotski (1978) states;
“Every function in the child’s cultural development appears twice: first, on the social level, and later, on the individual level; first, between people (interpsychological) and then inside the child (intrapsychological).”
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According to Ageyev et al (2003 pg4) Vygotski’s theory attempts to explain how, as a child we learn to communicate through speech to others- once that is mastered they can then go onto internalize that communication. Vygotski (1978 pg 56) uses an example of an infant pointing a finger, to begin with the behaviour is a meaningless motor motion, as people react to this gesture the movement starts to have meaning- starting to build interpersonal connections with individuals.This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Brown and Sharrock (1998 pg 189) believe children who have learning difficulties may benefit from being in a classroom where the teacher employs the theory of ZDP. They quoted (pg189);
“The use of constructivist framework which views the learner within a position of power and embraces all dimensions of teaching-learning would allow educators to articulate meaningfully the ways in which they might provide for children’s educational rights.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]An article by Heather Coffey (2013) on the Learn nc website describes the application of ZPD in the classroom as;
“ In a classroom setting, the teacher is responsible for structuring interactions in small steps based on the tasks the learner is already capable of performing independently – an instructional strategy known as scaffolding. The instructor is also charged with providing support until the learner can move through all tasks independently.”
Which is supported in the findings of Ageyev et al (2003) who describe the applied context where the teacher supports the child until they can perform the task independently.





Vygotski v Piaget
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McLeod (simply psychology 2007) states that Vygotski’s approach differs to that of Jean Piaget who was a theorist in France working in the same period as Vygotski. Piaget’s theory was based on findings from studying his three children and was not completed due to his untimely death at the age of 38.
Here are some differences stated by McLeod between Vygotski and Piaget’s theory’s;
· Vygotski believed that culture affects cerebral development. This challenges Piaget’s theory of universal stages of development. Vygotski maintained the view that cognitive development varies across cultures – Piaget believed that cerebral development is mostly universal across cultures.
· Vygotski appeared to believe that adults are an important tool when it came to cognitive development. McLeod (2007) states;
“Adults transmit their cultures tools of intellectual adaptation that children internalize. In contrast, Piaget emphasises the importance of peer’s interaction promoting social perspective taking.”
jerome brunerThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

An article in Simply Psychological (2012) Saul McLeod describes the three stages of Bruner’s theory; (ages are not attributed unlike Vygotski’s theory)

Enactive – This involves encoding action based on information stored in our memory. A way of describing this is as a muscle memory, when a baby might remember shaking a rattle results in a sound or vibration for example. They may also motion “shaking a rattle” when it has been dropped – as if the action alone can produce the same effects.
Iconic – Information is stored in the brain in the form of images. For some of us the act is conscious; whilst others may not experience it. This may explain the need for charts or diagrams when learning a new subject or skill.
Symbolic – This is the final development of the three stages, it is where information is stored in the form of code, or symbols ie: languages. This is the most fluid form, for actions and images are fixed in what they represent. In this stage knowledge is primarily stored as either words, symbols, or mathematical symbols.
McLoed (2012) goes on to suggest that Bruners constructivist theory is most effective when able to follow from enactive through to symbolic stages; this maybe also true of adult learners.
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McLeod (2012) suggests that Bruner’s theory suggests that even a very young learner can learn anything if the material is suitably organised, McLeod does not expand on this statement and does not state ‘how’ the material should be organised.
McLeod (2012) uses Bruner’s theory to describe education as;
“The purpose of education is not to impart knowledge, but instead to facilitate a child’s thinking and problem-solving skills which can then be transferred to a range of situation. Specifically, education should also develop symbolic thinking in children.”
Which is also evident in Montessori school’s ethos of self-teaching, where if the environment is created in a way to encourage a child – they should develop problem solving skills and the ability to auto-educate.
	








Dear Reader,

I hope you have enjoyed our publication on the theories on Montessori, Vygotski, and Bruner. We looked at the similarities and differences of the three theorists. 

We have looked at Montessori schools, looking at their principles of teaching and why they are still a popular education choice.

We explored Vygotski’s theory ZPD and its three different contexts – how it differs from the theory of Piaget.

Finally, we described Jerome Bruner’s spiral theory, which has some similar attributes as the Montessori School’s ethos.

Look forward to you reading the next publication of The Theorist’s Times, thank you.


The Editor
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