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[bookmark: PIIAnchor_PI1026_NPI2569_0]In a bid to tackle knife crime, the Home Office has granted seven police forces across the UK, including South Wales Police, enhanced powers to carry out stop and searches within an area where they believe violence may occur.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The new changes, which are in place from Sunday, March 31, means that officers can use stop and search powers when they believe serious violence “may” take place, not that it “will”, and the rank in which a section 60 order can be approved has lowered from above chief superintendent to inspectors.
ACC Jon Drake says changes to stop and search powers announced by the Home Office shouldn't mean a sudden rise in the number of people stopped on the street in South Wales.
“Our officers will continue to carry out stop-searches only where there are reasonable and sufficient grounds to do so. However, these small amendments to the legislation changes will mean we can consider utilising the powers available to us if it would help to better protect the community, particularly from offensive weapons. 
“We will remain committed to ensuring these powers are not used disproportionately and are subject to independent scrutiny. 
“Stop-search is but one element in our determined fight to prevent and tackle serious violence and organised crime across South Wales; an endeavour shared by our communities and partner agencies.
“This is a tool that we haven’t used to date in South Wales, and immediately I don’t see that changing, but is good to have another tool to consider.
“To be absolutely clear, for inspectors in South Wales, while you could legally authorise a section 60, unless it is exceptionally urgent, you should be contacting the duty gold (superintendent/chief superintendent) to authorise. They in turn will also notify the on-call executive officer.
“We expect further clarification on this issue from the Home Office and the College of Policing this week, and will circulate additional guidance to the force as soon as possible.”
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