


OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group:

27/09/22 09:10-10:10 Year 11

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Art & Design GCSE (expressive arts AOLE) 1st lesson of the day 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The teacher asked the class to get their sketchbooks out and continue with their ongoing GCSE coursework, it was a self-directed task. The teacher asked the pupil to hang up his jacket, pupil ignored the teacher. He then lay his head on the desk and the teacher shouted his name to get his attention. The pupil replied, “what Sir, I’m tired, I’ve been up since 5 am because of my Mum”.The teacher tried to relate to the pupil by explaining that he’d been up early too and said that he can understand and know he’s had a tough morning. Pupil A went on to say, “I haven’t even eaten anything today” The pupil then noticed that the teacher had a new tattoo of a large insect with what appeared to be cling film covering it, this then turned into a small lesson on beatles. The pupil then said that he wanted to get a tattoo and the teacher then warned the pupils about the dangers of getting a tattoo young and illegally, the pupils then discussed aids and heroin. The teacher then explained to the entire class that their sketchbook was going to make up 60% of their entire grade and that they were lucky to have 3 teachers in one class, we had the subject teacher, a DT teacher for support, and myself. He then said that he will be making phone calls to his parents. He apologised to have to shout at everyone. He then reminded the class that on Wednesday’s break times the art room will be available to anyone who would like to come for extra support. However, if students do not carry on with their work in lessons he will make it compulsory for the students to attend and mentioned that it would include another phone call to parents. Meanwhile, a pupil who had been carrying on with her work but needed some support, I could hear her asking “sir” 5/6 times and the teacher was too busy disciplining other pupils; the bell then went for the next lesson and she didn’t get her questions answered.

After the lesson, the teacher explained to me that the pupil is entitled to free school meals (EFSM) He is also classed as a ‘MAT’ pupil (more able and talented) however sometimes he has “pidgeon hole” vision. The teacher also told me that he is a young carer and identifies as homosexual. 

After the lesson, the teacher completed a safeguarding report to log the concern. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

The pupil had been awake since early in the morning and so when he entered the class, he was not ready to learn or focus on his subject. He was easily distracted by everything else going on in the classroom and this led to him going off-topic.
He was cold and so would not take his jacket off, this could have been related to his tiredness and perhaps not getting the correct nutrition before class in the way of food/drink. 
His behaviour then distracted the teacher away from other pupils who were working hard; because his focus was on the pupil who would not do his work. 
ACEs – what problems were the pupil facing at home, why was he up so early etc.
Focus – what lead to him not being able to focus on the task at hand?
Sexuality – how does this influence learning and development as a person?
Safeguarding – was the correct procedure followed, did the teacher meet his professional standards and follow school policy?
Young carer – how does this affect the pupil’s learning?
MAT – explore this definition
Free school meals – explore the possible effects of this.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Early in the morning, the student may not be settled into the school environment yet.
Distractions by the teacher’s new tattoo.
Potentially too many faces in the room? 3 teachers, was he showing off? 






Record 2
	Date and time, year group:

27/09/22 11:40-12:40 Year 8

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Art & Design (expressive arts AOLE) 3rd lesson of the day


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The teacher started by asking the year 8 class to calm down and explained that he’d like to set some ground rules, no conversations, no personal chats and no fizzy drinks. Explained that in the past fizzy drink had been spilt over GCSE work. The class’ first task was in silence, it was a very controlled environment and there was a 1-minute timer on the board so they knew how long they had. The teacher repeated the instructions multiple times to ensure that each pupil understood the assignment. The teacher put macro images of fruit on the whiteboard and the pupils were asked to write down what they thought the image was of and why. The teacher encouraged them to write full sentences. A pupil who was quite loud and chatty praised another pupil for doing the work, “well done for participating”. The teacher then asked for answers, the same pupil was talking over other pupils, the teacher accused him and the pupil said that wasn’t him and told the teacher that he owes him an apology. The teacher said, “if you were facing the front of the class I wouldn’t have accused you”. The teacher used an artist’s example of printmaking, then asked the class to draw 9 boxes, no need for a ruler, he gave them freedom. He explained that while they do this task they were allowed to talk. The teacher then tried to explain the next task but the class were too fidgety, so while he explained he asked them to fold their arms. He said, “you either weren’t listening or you couldn’t listen”. He then asked the class to draw a 15cm 2 box and referred to what they’d learned in maths with their maths teacher. The teacher praised pupils that have done nothing wrong and gave out class chart points. He asked them to copy a section from what they learned in their last lesson into the new box. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

The teacher used the cross-curricular framework a lot in his lesson.
APK – using the lesson’s work to develop the next lesson. 
The teacher’s style of managing the class
The teacher’s style of teaching uses different methods at different times, e.g., sometimes it’s a silent task and sometimes they are allowed to talk. 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Directions were made very clear and repeated multiple times to the class.
After the first break, the class seemed to have a lot of energy.






Record 3
	Date and time, year group:

27/09/22 11:40-12:40 Year 10


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Art & Design (expressive arts AOLE) 4th lesson of the day. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The students entered the room and began asking if they could move on to something new, complaining that they’d been on the same topic for too long. The teacher explained to the pupils that they are behind because of the class speed; the teacher said they will get held back if they are too far behind. The class was based on photography, they appeared to be very slow at getting their work done. The teacher gave them clear verbal instructions and also left instructions up on the whiteboard as a reminder, the teacher also said that the students are allowed to use their phones or laptops to aid their work. When tasks were set the teacher would set a timer on the board using classroomscreen.com. It was 25 minutes into the lesson time before the lesson really got underway because of everyone moving around, asking questions, and catching up on work/lessons missed. Some tables had lots of information written down, particularly one table at the back of the class. The teacher explained and used examples of art history, he asked open questions in between tasks regarding the work and the students openly answered. The teacher asked one pupil why he wasn’t getting on with his work and the pupil explained that he doesn’t know what ‘line’ is, this is what the lesson was about. The teacher crouched down by the desk and had a one-to-one with the pupil he said “you sit there and switch your brain off”. He asks the pupil what he’s been teaching and the pupil couldn’t respond. While they were chatting the teacher saw an example in the pupils spetchbook. The teacher stands up and shared the example with the rest of the classe. The example was about being drawn to the face when looking at a person/animal in an image. The teacher then thanked the pupil in front of the class and reminded him to listen in future. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

How the teacher managed the class and spoke to them.
APK – the teacher used what they had learnt in the last lesson to develop their next piece of work. 
Attention span – why wasn’t the pupil listening
Asking to move on to a new topic – how long should be spent on the same subject, would the teacher learn from this lesson and do better when he teaches it next time? Was there a reason why the entire class seemed to be behind, was the work too challenging? 
Body language – the teacher crouches by the pupil who is struggling. 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The class seemed to be lacking in energy or enthusiasm towards the lesson/topic. 
They had already been in 3 lessons that day and the 4th lesson was the last lesson before lunch, this could have had something to do with their energy levels. 
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