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                  How classical conditioning informs evidence-based policing 


In this essay I will be discussing how classical conditioning informs Evidence-Based Policing and how humans are rational and make their own decisions. Policing uses various models to help them in bettering their police work and seeing how effective these models can be. Models such as POP, hot-spot, SARA, are put in place to help prevent crime or to compare the numbers of crimes being committed in certain areas.  If there is a particular crime that happens in a certain place numerous of times police can take these models and evaluate what the problem is and how it can be solved. It is clear that individuals behave in ways they want to, and if they want to commit a crime they will, but can certain things change their minds such as cameras and security? Looking into these models, we can see occurring problems happening in certain areas, but why do they keep happening in these certain area’s and not someplace else? 


    In 1764 classical criminology was introduced by Cesare Bonesana on crimes and punishment. The aim of the book he wrote concentrated on rationalise and humanise the legislation and how punishment for criminals can be more reasonable. The 1789 Declaration of Human Rights and the 1791 French penal Code, two pieces of criminal legislation adopted in the wake of the French Revolution, both mirrored the philosophy of the classical philosophers. Classical criminology describes crime as an individual decision and a free will choice a person wants to make. Humans behave in certain ways which does not meet society’s norms. Humans are rational, and think, and they commit crimes because they want to and based on the information they have. 
    
     Police officers use Evidence-Based-Policing as a model to help them tackle crime. This means that police are aware of the best available evidence and can see what way of preventing crime is the best and most effective way. Evidence-based policing's emphasis on meaningful reciprocity is what gives it it’s power. Evidence-based policing's basic principle is that it's critical to spread knowledge across organisations and between them through exchanging data, expertise, and local knowledge (Mitchell, J. Huey 2019). 
     
    As an individual commits a crime such as violence, they tend to be aware of their surroundings and be cautious of what they are doing. Swansea’s online crime map shows the largest number of violence and sexual offences happens on wind street in Swansea, where 17 cases of sexual offences and violence have been reported (South Wales Police, no date). Wind street is the most popular street in Swansea full of clubs, pubs, and bars. It is very busy and full of university students, and it is likely violence would take part here, seeing as there is unlimited access to alcohol. As well as this we know alcohol has a bad effect on people’s behaviours and can make individuals behave in a negative way. In a survey, data is shown to relate violence outside pubs and clubs to alcohol. Alcohol brings out angry behaviours in people which results in more aggression. 
      
    Evidence Based Policing may look at how these crimes can be prevented and repeated by looking at what in that area does not stop an individual from carrying out the crime. Looking at the violence that occurs in Wind Street and applying it to the POP (Problem-Oriented Policing) model. The problem clearly seems to be that alcohol is being consumed and having a negative effect on people’s behaviours. POP identifies a specific problem though comprehension and understanding of the occurring problem and then assesses effects of responses made by officers (College of Policing, no date). The problem seen here is the violence happening on Wind Street, and how violence keeps happening. By using a method of data analysis that has been recommended as a better way to estimate effect size for place-based studies. According to this data, POP reduced crime and disorder by 33.8%. According to the rational choice theory, people employ logical calculations to make rational decisions and arrive at results that are in line with their own personal goals. According to the rational choice theory, people make decisions that are in their best interests when they use logic to weigh their options. This means that criminals have a choice, whether they want to commit a crime or not and they have the rational choice to. By then using the POP model as an example, police officers may use certain things to try and limit the number of crimes happening, such as, CCTV to make it easier to see what happened and in some cases to catch the person responsible. A person is less likely to commit a violent crime when there’s more threat to being caught. 

     Furthermore, applying the SARA model to evidence-based policing focuses on, scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. Police officers use scanning to identify and sometimes prioritising crimes. They then analyse potential problems after looking at all the information and finding out the problems. If we were to analyse the problems with the area of where the crime is committed, we can then find solutions to reduce the risk of it happening. In wind street, it may be helpful to have more CCTV, to help reduce crime, as it may stop a person from breaking the law. Depending on how the CCTV is used it can be effective in reducing crime. In a study on the effectiveness on CCTV it is said crime decreased by 13% in the areas CCTV were present in comparison to areas without (Molly, 2022). Having CCTV present shows how rational behaviour changes with the presence of a camera. Criminals begin to think rationally about what they are doing. The camera’s will either prevent them from doing it after thinking rationally or they will continue to do it based on their decision. 
    
     As well as this, another reason why violence may be reoccurring is that, clubs and bars close all at the same time, which causes crowding in a small street with so many people. There will be crowding and pushing happening which may aggravate certain individuals in a negative way, which leads to more fights and violence to happen, especially after consuming alcohol. Also, lack of security and officers roaming the streets may give people the idea they can get away with the crimes they are committing. Another problem identified is that there is lack of seating inside these bars and clubs which force people to stand up and become huddled in crowds.  
     
     In addition to this, police officers will respond to these problems now that they have analysed and understood the situation and problems by using POP. An idea of preventing shoving and pushing in clubs is that they can create more room to for individuals in the line so people can spread out more and not be pushing into each other from lack of space (Homel, 2012).   
    
     An idea is to change the club and bars closing times, so people can leave different times and not all at once, this may reduce the number of fights, aggressive behaviour and violence shown inside these bars as well as outside in crowds (Erickson, no date). 
   
      It may be an idea to have more police officers or even security roaming the streets to help stop fights and violence in the street. Putting uniformed officers in view of these people will help them to behave in a better way as they know they will be in trouble. Police officers are there to protect as well as preventing crime. A response to lack of seating in clubs and bars, is to design the building better to ensure there is room for people to sit. By standing in a busy club people bump into each other and causes anger with some people.  A manager may be able to resolve possible issues brought on by poor design (Conflict & Violence in Pubs, no date). 

The SARA model also uses assessments to see the impact of the response that they make and to see if there was any change. They will collect data and compare the statistics to see if the number of violent crimes or crimes in general increase or decrease. 

These different models of policing are based on the idea that criminals are normal, thinking people. By putting these models in order such as POP, SARA, we can identify a problem and collect data to try and prevent it from happening. Criminals think on their own and decide if they want to commit the crime or not therefore police officers for example use CCTV as it’s been shown to decrease the crime statistics. It will be effective to some criminals, and it will turn them off committing a crime, but some will carry on based on their own decision. 


In conclusion, using certain models to identify crime encourages better behaviour from officers by scanning and responding to problems. It encourages creativity on how to tackle crimes in different ways and finding the best way to do so. It is clear that criminals behave how they want and will commit a crime if they want to, but certain elements can change their minds such as cameras in a certain area, or the presence of a police officer/security officer and the change of being caught changes their minds by changing certain things and having things present. As the Swansea Crime Map shows, there was 17 offences of violent behaviour. This is linked with the clubs, bars, and pubs and the access to too much alcohol. These models help police officers understand certain issues and be able to try and prevent it from happening again or even limiting the number of criminal activity’s that’s happened.




















References 

Mitchell, Huey, (2019) Evidence Based Policing, Great Britain, Policy Press, Available at: https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Evidence_based_policing/8AV6DwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1 (Accessed on: 08/03/23)

Swansea | police.uk (no date). Available at: https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/south-wales-police/swansea/  (Accessed: 08/03/23) . 
College of Policing (2017) Problem-oriented-policing. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/research/crime-reduction-toolkit/problem-oriented-policing (Accessed on: 08/03/23) 

Molly (2022) Does CCTV reduce crime?, IDS Security Systems Limited. Available at: https://www.ids-securityltd.co.uk/news/post/does-cctv-reduce-crime (Accessed: 08/03/23).

Homel (2012) Preventing violence in and around bars. Available at: https://www.danaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Preventing-violence-in-and-around-bars-pubs-and-clubs-.-R-Homel.pdf  (Accessed: 08/03.23). 


Erickson (no date) Maximum capacity and the problem of crowding in bars. Healthy Alcohol Marketplace. Available at https://healthyalcoholmarket.com/newsletter/maximum-capacity-and-the-problem-of-crowding-in-bars/ (Accessed: 08/03/23). 

Conflict & Violence in pubs: Design issues - SIRC (no date). Available at: http://www.sirc.org/publik/Design2.pdf  (Accessed: 08/03/23). 












































Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence based policing.


Explanation

· Outline the key ideas and theories associated with classical criminology
· Explain the ways this helps us understand crime and criminality
· Describe some models of evidence-based policing (POP, SARA, Hotspot etc.)
· Discuss how classical criminology is used to understand the reasoning behind these methods
· Pick a crime activity of your choice (drug crime, terrorism, violence, theft etc.) and apply the ideas of evidence based policing and classical criminology.
· Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology and evidence-based policing.






· Understand the purpose, powers, and organisational structure of the police service.
· Understand the role of a police officer in uniform, and the concept of policing by public consent.
· Understand the importance of the code of ethics, decision making and the maintenance of professional standards
· Understand the responsibility and importance of exercising police powers fairly, with integrity whilst respecting the diverse communities served by the police service.
· To prepare the student to apply the relevant evidence-based policing models to decision making and problem solving in a professional police context.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Explain the principles of and engage in effective problem-solving techniques and evidence-based policing and apply to policing practice. 
· Understand the rationale behind and the application of the National Decision Making Model (NDM), the National Intelligence Model and how it is applied to policing practice.
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