

Presessional 2020  - Discourse Analysis test

(1) Which of the following are important for written discourse?
(write a tick in the appropriate column next to the word)
	
	Academic word list
	General word list
	

	
	Active voice
	Idioms
	

	
	Avoidance of missing words
	Informal register
	

	
	Avoidance of repetition
	Passive voice
	

	
	Business jargon
	Punctuation
	

	
	Contractions 
	Sentence stress
	

	
	Correct grammar
	Synonyms
	

	
	Formal register
	Word stress
	




(2) Which of the following are important for spoken discourse?
(write a tick in the appropriate column next to the word)
	
	Academic word list
	General word list
	

	
	Active voice
	Idioms
	

	
	Avoidance of missing words
	Informal register
	

	
	Avoidance of repetition
	Passive voice
	

	
	Business jargon
	Punctuation
	

	
	Contractions 
	Sentence stress
	

	
	Correct grammar
	Synonyms
	

	
	Formal register
	Word stress
	



(3) Explain the differences between written and spoken discourse. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(4) Try to match all 8 headings below with the correct paragraphs:-
 

	(1)  Aim/Purpose

	(A) The 2009 figure of 2.7% for Microchips plc is significantly lower than the similar sized competitor (5.7%) and the business sector norm (6.4%). This can be partly explained by the declining growth in sales and increasing COS base that was highlighted in the GP% and NP% sections.

	(2) Advantages/Disadvantages

	(B) Microchips plc is a manufacturing business producing electronics components for sale to the audio-visual industry.

	(3) Increasing/Decreasing

	(C) The actual amounts spent on COS can be calculated via Sales, GP% and relative COS %.

	(4) Problems/Solutions

	(D) To analyse the liquidity of Microchips plc, the report looks at the Current Ratio and Quick financial ratios.

	(5) Certainty/Uncertainty

	(E) High gearing only works when profit levels are high

	(6) Showing/proving

	(F) Review the debtors to see who owes what and how long they take to pay. Identify and high risk or problem customers that require remedial action.

	(7) Background

	(G) The Price/Earnings ratio links the market value of a share to the earnings per share. It is a measure of investor confidence where a high ratio indicates that there is confidence in the future business earning potential and that investors are prepared to pay more.

	(8) Giving exceptions

	(H) The recommendations and analysis provided by this report will allow the Board of Directors to make decisions on the future of Microchips plc to improve financial performance and benefit shareholders



1     _______					5	________

2     _______					6	________				

3     _______					7	________

4     _______					8	________

(5) Try to correct the following errors from written discourse.
4.1   It would be really great if we could increase sales by 10%.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.2 The new policy was worked out between Washington, state governments and the auto industry
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.3 Automakers could end up produce cars and trucks that Americans won't be eager to buy.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.4 Intuit's chief technology officer, says that most in the firm's data mining is geared to helping its customers.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.5 Portugal is aiming for a budget deficit of 4.6% of GDP next year, less than half Ireland's target, though it has more debts to roll over.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.6 The French company successfully persuade the court, on November 10th, to demand more information from Siemens and Eurostar on the bidding process.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.7 This year buyers based in China and Hong Kong have accounting for a tenth of global deals by value.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.8 China's political aim are to acquire inputs, such as raw materials, labour and land; building up technical and commercial expertise; and to gain access to foreign markets.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.9 A chairman says he negotiate for months with a Chinese mining firm, including site visits by hundreds of their staff, only to see the deal collapse because it lacked political consent.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.10 Any restrictions will only serve to hit the center of European commodity trading, the London Metal Exchange.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________









(6) These days many young people prefer to read books using a hand-held e-reader such as the Kindle. However, the older generation usually prefer traditional paper books. Write a critical analysis of e-readers.
(Minimum 200 words) 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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