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Student teacher guide to Bridge 2 (Test Day and Share Day)

Module link: ECAD6008/C
Focus of Bridge 2: Effective Learning Environments: Pedagogical principles in action
Test: Tuesday 8th October 2019 – Partner School
Share: Wednesday 9th October 2019 – Lead School
Introduction
The aim of this guide is to outline expectations for your school based activity for ‘Test’ and ‘Share’ phases of Bridge 2, which is linked to the module ECAD6008.
The purpose of Bridge 2 is to deepen understanding of seven of Donaldson’s (2015) pedagogical principles. You will have already met the pedagogical principles as part of your university experience.  The pedagogical principles are introduced and discussed by Donaldson (2015) in Chapter 5 of Successful Futures.  You will see that these principles have developed from other literature, and further literature linked to the pedagogical principles that are a focus of this module (and the related assignment) can be found here:
https://padlet.com/itettsd/pp
It will be expected that you are familiar with Chapter 5 of Successful Futures.  Other key literature that you should already be familiar with (available on the padlet) is:
Hattie, J. (2012). Visible learning for teachers: maximizing impact on learning. London: Routledge. Chapter 4.
Coe, R, Aloisi, C., Higgins, S. and Elliott Major, L. (2014). What makes great teaching? Review of the underpinning research available at: https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/What-Makes-Great-Teaching-REPORT.pdf (accessed 27/9/19)

For the purpose of this Bridging activity, these seven (out of the twelve) pedagogical principles will be considered: 
Good teaching and learning means employing assessment for learning principles. 

Good teaching and learning regularly reinforces Cross-Curriculum Responsibilities, including literacy, numeracy and digital competence, and provides opportunities to practice them.
Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching. 

Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including those that promote problem solving, creative and critical thinking.

Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.

Good teaching and learning creates authentic contexts for learning. 

Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.











Test: Tuesday 8th October, Partner School
Purpose of day: To gather information about how the school develops seven (out of the twelve) pedagogical principles, considering school policies and practices. 
On this day you will be required to attend your partner school in order to gather information about the implementation of the seven focus pedagogical principles.  This will be a day in which you will be given time to consider school documentation and the learning environment.  You will not be required to observe particular lessons, although you will be required to undertake a ‘learning walk’ which should allow you to consider the school environment in relation to the pedagogical principles. 
It is important to note that some school documentation and environments may not explicitly refer to the term ‘pedagogical principles’, however, all schools will have particular policies and practices for learning and teaching, assessment for learning, embedding cross-curricular responsibilities, considering contexts for learning and making connections between different areas of the curriculum. Your role will be to establish these policies and practices so that you will be able to consider how you could implement them whilst on your professional teaching experience. 
The ‘Test’ day should involve the following activity:
Morning:
· Consideration of school policies/handbooks in relation to teaching and learning, assessment for learning, teaching of literacy, numeracy and digital competence and curriculum organisation. 
· A ‘learning walk’ around the school to consider displays, notice boards and the complete learning environment (indoor and outdoor).  As part of this, you should  spend some time in the particular environment in which you will be working on your professional teaching experience. 
· Consideration of learner work for age ranges that you will be teaching.
Afternoon:
· Consideration of current school mid-term planning (for the age ranges/class) you will be teaching.
· The opportunity to meet with a member of staff to ask any questions related to how the school may implement particular pedagogical principles.
Please note the order in which this activity takes place can be flexible, and you should prepared to be fairly independent in undertaking this activity.  
Notes to support your information gathering for the activities outlined above are provided below.
N.B. You should check with the school regarding taking photographs, any photographs you do take should be in line with the school policies.


	Activity
	Prompts (not an exhaustive list) 

	Consideration of school policies/handbooks in relation to teaching and learning, assessment for learning and curriculum organisation.
	· What does the school documentation outline in relation to the seven focus pedagogical principles, for example:
      -What approaches does the school take in relation to              teaching and learning?  Are there particular practices            followed? Does this vary for different areas/ages? 
      -Are there particular practices followed for Assessment          for Learning? e.g
      Sharing learning objectives/criteria
      Peer and self assessment
      Questioning and quality of talk
      Feedback
· What approach does the school take to organising the curriculum and how it is experienced? 
· Are there any practices indicated in policy documentation that you will need to take particular note of? 

	A ‘learning walk’ around the school to consider displays, notice boards and the complete learning environment (indoor and outdoor).

	· Look at displays and notice boards – what might this suggest about particular approaches/experiences?
· Consider the learning environment – indoor and outdoor – how might these be used to support particular pedagogical principles? 
· Spend some time in the environments you may be particularly working in.  What is the arrangement of the room/s and spaces and what might this suggest about particular pedagogical practices? What do the displays suggest/tell you?  What resources/facilities will be available for you to be able to implement and develop particular pedagogical principles? 

	Consideration of learner work for age ranges that you will be teaching to ascertain school practice.

	· Look at tasks learners may have been set.  What pedagogical practices may be evident? 
· Look at the marking/feedback. What might this tell you about assessment for learning practices?

	Consideration of school mid-term planning for this term (for the age ranges/class) you will be teaching.
	· Spend some time ensuring you understand the mid-term planning and what you might be teaching. Consider where authentic learning contexts, cross-curricular responsibilities and connections between Areas of Learning and Experience may be identified or possible. 
· How might you be able to develop your use of pedagogical principles within the context of the mid-term planning? 

	The opportunity to meet with a member of staff to ask any questions related to how the school may implement particular pedagogical principles.

	· Use this time to clarify any questions you may have and to further develop your understanding about how particular focus pedagogical principles are implemented in practice. 



N.B.  Please remember that you are not inspecting school practices and policies, but you are gathering information that will support you in understanding how you might be able to implement and develop pedagogical principles in your professional teaching practice. 
Recording your findings
You should record/collate your findings relating to each of the seven (out of the twelve) pedagogical principles under consideration.  Information gathered could be used within the portfolio assignment for ECAD6008. 
You could, for example, use a word document with sections for each pedagogical principle or you could create a OneNote document with a tab for each of the seven principles.
By the end of the ‘Test’ day you should have collated information on the implementation of each of the seven pedagogical principles (being able to identify specifically where you gathered this information from), and should have begun to consider how you might be able to implement and develop these within your school context when you are on your professional teaching experience.  You will need to have this information for your test day. These will be your own notes but will be needed to support your ‘Share’ tasks and will also be useful as a starting point for the assignment for ECAD6008.
Share: Wednesday 9th October 2019, Lead school
Purpose of day: To reflect on the implementation of the seven pedagogical principles, linking theory and practice. 
On this ‘Share’ day you will be expected to share your findings in relation to the seven pedagogical principles, and you will be involved in reflection about how what you found might relate to literature. You will also be expected to consider strategies for how you might further develop the pedagogical principles whilst on your professional teaching experience.  
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