	[image: image1.jpg]PRIFYSGOL CYMRU ———
S Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





	
	


Institute of Education and Humanities

MA Dissertation Approval Form

	Student Name
 
	Reece Tackley


	Degree Scheme 
	Philosophy and Religion MA

	Start date
	02/10/23


I have completed Part 1 of my degree.
	Title of Dissertation:
The death of God: An analysis of the existential solution to the problem of Nihilism and the implication of this on religious belief.


	Aims and Objectives:
· To present an account of existentialism that focuses on how we can create meaning in our lives and why an existentialist understanding of the world is more useful.
· Provide an analysis of existentialism focusing on the works of Camus, Nietzsche, and Sartre.
· Link the topic to religion, how does religion and existentialism interact? Does existentialism destroy any need for religion. Could we use an applied phenomenological approach to religion?


	Abstract:
Nihilism poses a serious threat to our lives, and what it means to be alive and living. When Nietzsche first announced the ‘death of God’, Nietzsche provided us with a diagnosis of the state of the world. The world is sick, by this, he means that the fall of religiosity in the world has left people without a meaning or purpose in their lives. For example, religion provided a belief system that gave people a guide for their lives. The believer knew that their life had a purpose, that there was a reason that they existed. This was God.
In response to the threat of Nihilism, existentialism provides a solution to the problem of nihilism. In this dissertation, I will focus on three main philosophers who helped shape the existentialist tradition. These are: Friedrich Nietzsche, Albert Camus, and Jean-Paul Sartre. While Nietzsche was not an existentialist, his philosophy echoed many of the same themes that existentialism focuses on. Similarly, there is a wide debate about whether we should categorise Camus as an existentialist due to his personal relationship with the movement. Some prefer to call his philosophy absurdism. The final philosopher Sartre is often credited with the title of one of the founding fathers of existentialism. By looking at these three approaches to existentialism and more importantly the response to nihilism, I will argue that existentialism provides a valuable solution to finding meaning in our lives. 

Throughout this dissertation, I will consult these philosophers’ various works, for example, I will use Camus’ Myth of Sisyphus and The Stranger as examples of existentialist literature which allow us to see the importance of having meaning to our lives. I will use various other examples from the texts of Nietzsche and Sartre to create comparisons to how these philosophers approach the issue of meaninglessness. For example, the contrasts between Camus who was more pessimistic when it comes to the search for meaning, while Sartre was more optimistic that we can find meaning in our own lives. 

I will turn to religion to exemplify the differences between the religious answer for a meaningful life, and the existentialist approach to a meaningful life. I will argue that the existential approach creates more freedom and is more personal, our analysis of the works of Camus will allow us to focus on the theme of freedom and what it means to be alive. This will allow us to argue that Existential philosophy is a valuable way to live one’s life.
When focusing on religion we will also look at phenomenology, and how an existentialist understanding of religion can allow us to understand the value that religion can still have to the existentialist. Throughout the dissertation I will argue that the existentialist framework is a better more valuable way to live your life with meaning. However, if we apply phenomenology to religion, we can see the effect that religion has on people. This may allow us to not disregard religion entirely.
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