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Philosophy and Practice of Social Research – Part 1
Consider and critically evaluate a research paradigm and methodology suitable for an educational context.
Introduction and literature review
The purpose of this assignment is for the researcher to consider and critically evaluate a research paradigm and the methodology needed to carry it out. The research and methodology will be set in an educational context. The researcher has decided to investigate and critically evaluate the question: 
‘Can a child’s literacy skills be enhanced through cross curricular teaching and learning?’ 
The researcher would carry out this study in order to gain a better understanding of the effectiveness of cross curricular teaching and the link with raising literacy skills. The researcher will carry out a literature review, analyse current pedagogy and national test scores. This information, together with pupil and teacher questionnaires will provide the researcher with informed evidence to draw upon in order to make informed judgements and be able to suggest practical recommendations for change in their own context. This study will be carried out over six to eight weeks during the second half of the autumn term and would be small scale.
This research idea links clearly with the work of Cohen and Manion (2011) who say when choosing a research project ‘it is important to consider has the project arisen from an awareness that a particular issue or area has been incompletely studied and therefore there is a wish to plug the gap.’  Pupil literacy skills are at the forefront of education in Wales today following the recent reform of the curriculum. Good literacy skills enable pupils to access the whole curriculum confidently and competently. In 2012 the Education Minister for Wales Leighton Andrews said ‘The National Literacy Programme will introduce greater consistency and clarity into the way we track pupils' progress while also providing the support, challenge and accountability needed in our schools.’ Highlighting the fact that it is vital that a school provides pupils with the best opportunities and support to develop and enhance these skills across the curriculum  This research study will enable the researcher to identify any ‘gaps’ in current practice and suggest ways for improvement.  
The researcher is currently teaching in a primary school setting and in particular the foundation phase where children are aged four to seven. Lower than average literacy test scores compared to national averages in the Foundation Phase have been highlighted as a key feature of the whole school improvement strategy. A strong desire to gain greater knowledge and understanding of what is currently in place has driven the researcher to explore this area in greater depth  …………….. PUT RELEVANT QUATE IN HERE.
 The intended outcome of this study is that as a result of this particular piece of research, aspects for improvement or change will be clearly identified in order to raise levels of literacy in foundation phase pupils. A clear and informed understanding of what the school is currently providing will be important as well as being able to draw on current evidence such as primary and secondary sources. This will provide robust support for research findings and utilise feedback from participants who are part of this research. The researcher must ensure that they have transparent evidence and that they have carried out early reconnaissance, involving extensive reading, ethical clearance and careful justification for their research methods. The use of early reconnaissance will enable the researcher to find out what is in place currently and clarify what experience pupils are having. They will be able to determine if there are any barriers to the current teaching and learning and find out if they are relevant to what is being researched. 
For children to progress and be successful they must have the correct skills in order for them to be able to learn, the Welsh government have had an increased drive as of late in the areas of literacy and numeracy and in 2013 they introduced and implemented the ‘Literacy and Numeracy Framework.’ This was in the wake of poor results in PISA (2012). Estyn, the schools inspectorate in Wales suggested that the Welsh Government should be ‘developing literacy skills across the curriculum.’ Again, highlighting the researcher’s interest in raising literacy standards through cross curricular teaching methods.
Currently in the Foundation Phase in Wales the literacy and numeracy framework skills are already integrated and embedded into many of the other areas of learning such as Knowledge and Understanding of the world (KUW), this is a subject area that incorporates humanities subjects such as History and Geography but also Science and Religious Education. Evidence at the present time shows that teachers and pupils have many opportunities to engage with the literacy framework within lessons drawing on and using skills from the three strands, reading, writing and oracy. (Donaldson, 2015) commented that ‘literacy is universally known to be an essential foundation of education.’ Thus suggesting that if a child is a good reader, they tend to be better in other subjects as they can access things easier. In support of this comment Grigg and Hughes (2014) state that humanities subjects provide opportunities that enhance all literacy skills not just reading and writing. These comments tend to lean themselves to the idea that cross curricular teaching and learning will have a significant and positive effect on improving a child’s literacy skills. 
The researcher has a strong passion for literacy and is a believer that solid literacy skills open up the world for a child, it makes so many more things accessible. The fact that cross curricular teaching methods and also the improvement literacy skills are at the forefront of education in Wales show that the researchers question is extremely topical. These thoughts were highlighted also by Estyn's chief inspector in 2012, Ann Keane who said ‘her organisation was concerned about the standard of reading and writing in a significant minority of primary schools.’ Her report also said 20% of pupils arrived at secondary school with a reading age below nine years and six months - generally considered the level of functional literacy. Estyn warned those children ‘do not always catch up.’ These words were further supported in The Guardian 2014 where it was reported that ‘the priceless treasure’ of literacy is being spilled into the dirt.’ The paper also goes on to talk of another topical debate of how a ‘shocking number of children in Britain leave primary school not being able to read properly.’ (The Guardian  2014) Emphasising the fact that there is a feeling amongst some that literacy skills need improvement. In support of the comments made in The Guardian report the National Literacy Trust (2015) speak of how the level of literacy skills go on and can ‘determine the skills of an individual.’
It is also felt by some that it is not wholly the responsibility of a teacher or a school to ensure a child’s literacy levels are a certain standard, parents should be taking a certain amount of responsibility too.  There is an idea that  children who begin school with a confidence and willingness to learn to read and write have already had time spent with parents or a family member reading to them from a very early on. The Guardian (2014) again support this opinion to an extent and talks of how parents should be supporting and spending time at home helping to improve and embed literacy skills in their young children. However the paper does make contrasting comments as the article progresses as it goes on to discuss how it believes that the main responsibly for a child’s learning and literacy skills falls mainly with the school, and therefore a two pronged attack is needed when supporting a child to read and write where both school and home are in support. The idea that children have better literacy skills after having had time spent being read to by a parent is again supported by BMJ Journals…. which says xxxx  ‘Evidence is clear as regards reading aloud to children. Ample research demonstrates that reading aloud to young children promotes the development of language and other emergent literacy skills, which in turn help children prepare for school.’ This therefore would be another area that would need to be taken into consideration by the researcher when looking at improving literacy skills levels.
In relation to cross curricular learning it is important to note that literacy skills are threaded across the Foundation Phase Areas of Learning ( AoLs).  The practice of cross curricular teaching and learning across AoLs is, as previously discussed in this study a key feature of current education reform. The principle  of cross- curricular  practice is highlighted in the work of  Barnes (2007). He places emphasis on subjects and skills being taught through just one session. Barnes stresses that as adults in daily life, we regularly interlink our skills and knowledge in a cross curricular way in order to complete tasks. His research reinforces the idea that when children gain confidence and competence in skills in one area, they will be able to transfer them across a variety of contexts. In this way learning becomes much more lifelike and beneficial to the child. The work of Barnes is supported by Wray (2009) who discusses numerous studies showing the benefits of teaching literacy blended .with subjects such as History and Geography. Hoodless (2008) also highlights the advantages of cross curricular teaching and learning to support and improve literacy skills. He argues that it is not a benefit to teach literacy as a standalone subject and that it should be integrated into a breadth of subjects. The above research relating to cross curricular teaching are reflected in the Welsh literacy and numeracy framework where teachers should incorporate these skills in their planning, preparation and delivery. 
It is noted by the researcher that when looking at improving and developing literacy skills in a cross curricular manner, teachers need to take into account the varying levels of literacy skills and abilities of children in their class. Children can be embarrassed, lack interest or confidence if put in awkward or unknown situation Kirsty Williams current Eduaction secretay for Wales talks in ‘Education in Wales our mission (2017) of how teachers in Wales should be ‘outward-looking and committed to raising standards within and between schools’ and goes on to say that they should also be ‘creators of vibrant, warm and caring environments that inspire learning.’ Supporting the researcher’s point that teachers need to be aware of the needs and demands of every child in their class.
Subjects such as Geography and History can provide and create a variety of situations and opportunities for teachers to develop many aspects of Literacy. Donaldson (2015) clearly promotes the idea of teachers encouraging children to be ‘ambitious capable learners’. In order to achieve this aim all children should have every opportunity during lessons to develop and enhance their  literacy skills. This idea is further supported by Fines (2010) who discusses how in a History lesson a child can have access to a ‘diverse genre of literature.’ Both sources emphasise the benefits of cross curricular teaching as a meaningful way of stimulating and encouraging children to deepen and widen their reading, writing and oracy skills.
 It is clear from the research literature that cross curricular teaching can provide pupils with a variety of opportunities to engage in a rich learning experience. However teachers need to interrogate individual and class data to ensure that they are aware of each child’s ability and potential so that appropriate tasks and resources are planned and prepared.
The next section of this study will outline the methods the researcher will use to gather information and evidence to address the focus outlined at the start of this study. The researcher will analyse the most recent national test scores for a sample of pupils in their class taking into account ability and gender. They will compare these to their predicted scores and their national scores. They will distribute questionnaires to a sample of pupils in their class taking into account ability and gender. Questionnaires will be distributed to a range of staff which will include classroom teacher, teaching assistant and senior staff.

Methodology
In this section the researcher will discuss the methods proposed to use when looking at the research question ‘Can a child’s literacy skills be enhanced through cross curricular teaching and learning?’ After looking at published literature for information to support and oppose, the researcher would choose to use a questionnaire method in order to gather information from educational professionals, including teaching staff and senior management and then from the children in class themselves too. After teaching in a school setting herself, the researcher decided that this form of research would be best in this project due to tight time constraints during a school day and therefore it is felt that the questionnaire method would be easier than trying to fit in interviews in school time. It is suggested by Bryman (2015) and also (Mc Farlane and (Garland, 1994) that the response rate is much the same in written and verbal feedback and responses.
The researcher holds the opinion that interviews with participants may tend to give more one sided opinions as the researcher may have more of a hold or control over the answers being given, they may be able to prompt the participant’s or emphasis certain parts of a question in order to get a particular response or in effect offer leading questions.. These views are further supported by Rosenblatt (2000, cited in Culbert, 2000) 
Some however could see some of the above limitations of the interview method as  advantages. Looking at the use of an interview method as a positive, where the researcher could gain more detailed information about a specific research question. It could be seen that in this way of collecting information a researcher could have  direct control over the way in which the research was being gathered and also being in a position to gain clarity on certain points or issues.
.When deciding on an appropriate method to useful for this research proposal, the researcher decided the best method  for them to use was a questionnaire and that Rosenblatt’s ideas were more appropriate when gathering information on how to raise literacy levels in a cross curricular teaching and learning style. In contrast however Popper (2004) believes that the use of questionnaires is less useful and feels that participants may not give as accurate answers when responding to them
Another thing to take into consideration before conducting this research would be that in the use of primary and secondary evidence, the correct ethical procedures must be adhered to for the whole period of research and that is supported by Rubin and Rubin (1995) who state researchers must ensure they are considering ethical responsibilities throughout. These views are reiterated by Horman (1992) who says researchers should begin and end their ethical responsibilities with a letter of consent, going on to say that a researcher should always strive for ‘ethical consistency’ when conducting any research  project. As a researcher it would be important to be mindful of any vulnerable participants and the fact that some may not be suited to all types of research. The researcher must have realistic expectations and be careful in who is included in the project/ research. They must also be mindful when they are undertaking the research to ensure specific policies and procedures are taken into consideration where there are any under 18s participating. 
When conducting research BERA  2018?? Have common principles which need to be adhered to, these principles involve protecting confidentiality, respecting independence and treating people fairly. It will be necessary when carrying out this research proposal to also take into take into take into consideration the United Nations Rights of the Child (1989), which ensures that each and every child’s particular needs are taken into account. They must ensure that the environment will be safe, explain exactly what they are participating in and making sure that the children are happy and understand what they are taking part in. Cohen and Manion (2011) support the importance of ethical research, as they talk of the importance of responsibility in research, they comment on how a researcher must ‘ report accurately, clearly and honestly’ as well as highlight the need for ‘fairness and rigour and the need to take care not to jepodise any future research.’ In preparation for the  study the researcher would need to complete a form for ethical approval that had been completed in line with current ethical regulation guidelines (Appendix_____) 
To carry out this research proposal the researcher would use a school of choice, namely their own class and school, gaining authorisation from the schools head teacher, as well as the teaching staff. They would then be able to distribute the questionnaire (Appendix____) along with an accompanying letter to explain what research was being undertaken. (Appendix___) 
It must be noted that for the children’s answers to be useful to the research, the researcher must make her questionnaires as child friendly as possible making sure that the children have an understanding of what they are answering, as this could be detrimental to the responses given. In regards to the children’s questionnaires, the researcher would need to give a simplistic tick sheet, with yes or no answers, with the tone and style of the questions being kept simple as well as the language used towards them being pitched at an appropriate level. (See Appendix____) Alongside the questionnaire they would need to be given a tick sheet prior to participating to say that they were happy to take part in the research project. (Appendix _____) During the project the researcher must ensure that all information is kept confidential and that all participants are safe. It must also be noted that in relation to the children’s participation a diverse sample of abilities would be involved.
 The research project will aim to gather a wide range of feedback from the children, teaching staff and senior management in order to improve teaching and learning methods in the researchers classroom as well as possibly improving teaching methods and in turn literacy standards throughout the school if successful. The researcher would hope to gain a variety of views and opinions on the idea that literacy skills are improved when subjects are taught in a cross curricular manner. When setting out their choice of questions the researcher would need to look at the use of open and closed questions. The use of closed questions is where the question being asked can have one answer, the question would have limited choices for the participant to choose such as a tick box option or a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer. On the other hand an open question are those that will have a much more open ended response and ask the participant to respond at length with more depth. In this particular study the way that the questionnaires would be set out would be to gain as much useful information as possible. The children’s questionnaires would consist of closed questions, they would put a tick or cross in the boxes for yes or no whereas the adult questionaires would  take the form of open questions, leaving boxes for comments and responses. 
The data gathered would be a range qualitative data and quantitative data as the adult questionnaires offer a selection of open-ended questions whereas on the other hand, the children’s questionnaires are more quantitative research as they gather data that could  be coded in a numerical form and are closed questions. 
It may be that the researcher finds that they need to widen their sample of responses to gain  a wider picture and therefore a more reliable response to the investigation on raising literacy skills levels by teaching in a cross curricular way. Gathering information and looking deeper into background literature regarding cross curricular teaching and improving literacy skills will help the researcher to critically evaluate and gain a better knowledge and understanding of their chosen research proposal. The researcher is looking to find that the research that they have undertaken is supporting their personal views on the cross curricular manner of teaching where children are much more confident and engaged in their learning. This notion is supported by Barnes (2007) who says that by learning in a cross curricular way in a subject that they enjoy, children are blind in realising that they are in fact learning literacy skills in sessions without knowing it. 
By gathering evidence from all parties the researcher is looking to gain a clear picture on the links between cross curricular teaching methods and improving literacy skills. However the research may be one sided at times as the responses from the staff may tend to me more clear and concise as they unlike the children will have more have an awareness and understanding of the purpose of what they are participating in as well as how things are being currently implemented. For example in the children’s questionnaire the one question asks ‘Do you think you are improving your reading and writing in your knowledge and understanding of the world lessons?’ The researcher expects that the majority of children may well answer no to this as they cannot see that they would be using literacy skills in these sessions.
 The research proposal arose from a personal interest into the cross curricular method of teaching and its benefit as well as the current climate of change in education in Wales. So by carrying out this study the aim would be to gain a deeper understanding of this particular area. In order to do this
 the researcher as previously discussed, would investigate literature both past and present which involved literacy and cross curricular teaching and learning methods. In addition she would gather information, evidence and data from the participants in a school based context. The idea would be to find out any challenges or barriers to these teaching and learning styles and in turn help to change and reflect our current practise in order for all our children to improve and progress. After this particular study it could be found that further investigations into styles of teaching and learning could be made or possibly even look at the way that numeracy skills could be improved through cross curricular methods. However it must be taken into consideration that although cross curricular teaching and learning may be felt by some as an excellent and beneficial way it is not always a best fit. Not all subjects can be taught in this way, the researcher believes that as result of this study, their own current practise as well as others may evolve due to the findings and more importantly explores our children’s progress, needs and any potential challenges to teaching and learning in this way in order to support and scaffold them in their learning and improve literacy skills.



1

