Personal reflection essay on field trip to dolaucothi gold mines.
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The dolaucothi gold mines were first intensively mined by the Romans from 70 to 80AD[endnoteRef:2] and is one of the only gold mines situated in Wales. It is now under protection by the national trust and is situated in a beautiful, wooded hillside which I found to be extremely nice to look that. Despite the lovely scenery the area that interested me the most was the actual mine itself; I have always found it quite incredible the things people in the past could do without any of our modern technology and perfectly creating such an amazing tunnel underground all the way back in 70AD I find so impressive. The accuracy needed to create a safe and stable tunnel which could be mined in and has lasted almost around 2000 years shows incredible work and knowledge on the geography of our land, especially when you consider that the Romans had barely been on British land so being able to use different land to create such well-made mines is a show of how amazing humans can be. I think it also once again shows that the interpretation that people in the past weren’t that smart because they couldn’t use electricity or make our modern inventions as a complete myth, of course we can sit there and determine that right now in 2023 we are the smartest humans have ever been and I think it is fair to agree with that point, but when you are walking around these historical sights and see what was created thousands of years ago it is very easy to see how smart these people were. But while looking in the mines it also created a sense of sadness as although they were smart the protective elements they would have had would be nowhere near as good as today and seeing how dark, cold, and wet it is down there with very little light they would have gotten from fires and candles you can only imagine how difficult it would have been to work down there not just in the Roman times but also in the future. [2:  The Dolaucothi Gold Mines | Antiquity | Cambridge Core] 

Going to dolaucothi mines really perked my interest even more so when I got back to my room, I did a little more research and found to my surprise that although the Romans and others had mined there for gold it wasn’t until 1844[endnoteRef:3] where a geographical survey led by Sir Joseph Banks discovered that the mine possibly held gold. I find it incredible that although it had been around 1770 years later the same exact mine had resources and important use to people despite how much time had passed. I also find it quite interesting that only after this was it found out that the mine was used by Romans as they had very little detailed information on the mind all they would have seen was the previous tunnels that were dug there. As someone that is doing Archaeology seeing that something so historical has been used for so many centuries and can stay useful for that long really excites me as it helps us know that even with a millennium passing such discoveries can be found which contain so much information about our past, while also showing that some things about humans stay the same as gold was needed back then and still need now.  [3:  Dolaucothi Gold Mines - History and Facts | History Hit
] 

What I found extremely interesting about dolaucothi gold mines was how secluded it was away from civilisation even in modern times. This made me think and when I got home, I took this screenshot on google maps-[image: ]
This picture shows the area of dolaucothi gold mines in the trees and the surrounding area which is shown to be a lot of farmlands and it is clearly placed in the countryside side. This makes you think how it is quite incredible that the dolaucothi gold mines were even found thousands of years ago. The mines were situated in a small patch of land, and you must consider that at the time the entrance to the mine would not have been there so any evidence that it was a mine also wouldn’t have existed as there wasn’t a mine in the first place. The work needed to create this mine from scratch and even find out these particular area’s worth would be difficult especially since the romans had only been on Britian for a little while and they were heavily preoccupied with the tribes of Britain and gaining control of the country. This is even more evident as when I did Ancient History in college, I learnt that the hardest tribe to deal with was the Silures in South Wales and this area was very close to Silures territory, this makes the find of this area and it’s gold even harder for the romans as it was by far the least stable area they controlled in Britain and often control was taken back by the Silures so this area of the UK was where battles happened the most. 
Overall, my trip to dolaucothi gold mines helped me realise the intelligence of humans throughout history and showed me that even back thousands of years ago archaeological techniques we use to a similar level today were used to create a safe and productive mine. Furthermore, it really helped bring me a first person view of how things were done in the past and reaffirmed why I was so interested in archaeology as finding areas like this are so exciting and discovering more about our past and how similar we were at times makes archaeology so rewarding. Dolaucothi gold mines was an amazing place with huge archaeological value, and it was a pleasure to be able to visit and almost re live the lives of people that worked there to find gold. 
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