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The main subject presented in this e-portfolio is Child abuse. I have chosen to create a speech and a mind map as helping tools in how to stop child abuse.
A video is also included in the pitch to show how a child is affected by the risk factors such as family and how help can not only be a positive experience and that it can have consequences if not given in a correct way. This e-portfolio explains what child abuse is and shows ways to improve help and that some of the cases of child abuse can have sad endings, where help never arrives, or it arrives too late.
According to Davis and Carlson (1987): “Children who both witness the spousal abuse and are victims of abuse appear more seriously affected than those who are only witnesses”.
[bookmark: _Toc118402344]2.Pitch
Good evening, ladies, and gentlemen! My name is Aurelia Denicu, and I will be your host for tonight.
The aim of this event tonight is to help children in need. We can change the world; we can be the children’s voice and we can make a difference!
Children need to be loved and cared for, no child deserves to be abused in any way, so together we can stop this! When a child is born, he doesn’t know what is good or bad and it is our job to look after them, to love and to protect them. If some people are not able to be parents, that does not give them the right to abuse their children in any way or to allow others to do so. This is where we come to help. Sometimes the help in not wanted or help can make more harm if not given properly. I will show you a video that will explain abuse and help seen through a child’s eyes:  https://youtu.be/lOeQUwdAjE0 
With your help we can provide more help to stop the abuse such as:
· Training in the local schools and online such as: identifying abuse, how to make a child feel safe and secure and be able to explain or show the problems he/she are facing.
· Adequate accommodation for children and parent coming from abusive environment.
· Door to door talk, to help people understand what abuse is and how serious it can be and a help page online where anyone can see what the consequences of abuse are and how it can affect everyone.
· An online help page where anyone can write a message seeking help for themselves or for someone in need but unable to reach any form of help
· Providing training to everyone involved to learn how to approach children in a more human way, to make the whole experience less scary.
The name of the online help page is: “You matter to us” and we will have contact number and the operating hours will be 24/7 with emergency contact number as well that will relate to the police as well.
I am pleased to introduce our special guest for tonight, Jenny Agutter OBE who we all love and from who we have a lot to learn.
Here for you this evening Jenny Agutter OBE (applause).
(The special guest will have a speech for the audience). Thank you for your being here toning and thank you for your help and heart touching words Jenny…
Jenny and I will love to hear your life stories as well and to provide the extra help you need, so I invite you one by one on the stage.
Thank you all for sharing your stories, thank you all for being strong and thank you all for being here with me tonight, so we can make a difference together.
Ladies and gentlemen, our donation lines are now open!! For transfers we have the account shown on the panel and you can also text “HELP” to 2088 from your mobile phones. The text is £2 plus any additional network charges.
Thank you all for being here tonight, thank you for believing in me and thank you for your help. Together we can make a difference!
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The mind map above explains the connection between the child and the risk factors that surround him. The child relies on the family for care and protect, but as showed in the mind map, family can be the abuser as well. In most cases of child abuse the family members are the abusers. Parents, step-parents, siblings, or other relatives can abuse a child. But also, in some cases the family members are the ones to provide help when the child is abused.
Detection of this abuse requires careful history-taking; thorough examination of the health, social, and police records; and close and focused collaboration between hospital and community child health professionals, child psychiatrists, social workers, and police officers (Southall, Plunkett, Banks, et al.,1997).
According to DeGarmo (2017): “the abusers and perpetrators may be your colleagues at work, members of your church, your neighbours, and even those who come to your annual family reunion.”
Anyone can be an abuser, but it is our responsibility to recognise the signs, because some children won’t talk about what they go through, but they can copy the behaviour they see at home, also physical marks can bee seen on a child and should not be treated as unserious matter.
[image: ]  (Gouk, Rogers,.2016)
In the picture above it is shown the percentage of children in need due to abuse and neglect. In some unfortunate cases abuse led to death.
Abuse towards a child is classed in two actions: 
· physical such as direct contact with the child and can be identified by bruises or broken bones, underweight and malnourished.
· Emotional abuse such as neglect, scare and reject the child as a family member (Paavilainen, E. and Tarkka, M.T.,2003)
Most child abuse cases started at home due to neglect, disabilities or family dysfunction or having one of the parents missing.
Sexual abuse or being a witness to domestic violence is also a form of child abuse.
According to Lazenbatt and Freeman, (2006): “In the United Kingdom, 7% of children suffer serious physical abuse by a parent or carer, and two children aged under 15 years die from abuse each week.”
Even if the procedure which most child protection goes through, the home visit is heavily ignored, as the priority in policy and practice texts is increasingly on what is occurring in the office, at the desk and in inter-department association.
Another form of abuse is child mutilation. In some countries such as China the young girls were forced to have their feet binding, and mutilation of genital organs is still practiced even in our days because of cultural matters. Even if mutilation has a serious impact on the children, it is still practiced because it is still considerate acceptable because of religious/cultural beliefs. I included a video https://youtu.be/k0EjH5pFk5w of one of the victims that explains how families makes all seem normal and that most of the victims do not realise they were abused until later in life.
According to World Health Organization, (1998):” Female genital mutilation, a traditional practice that can have serious health consequences, is of great concern.”
[bookmark: _Toc118402346]4.Help teams 
Child protection services provides help by sending early home visitation team but that can help reduce child maltreatment before it starts. (Guterman,2000).
Police and social services and social care are teams that can help even you are suspicious of a child abuse case. They will gather the information needed before making the right decision. They are crucial teams in cases of child abuse, but mistakes can happen and can have serious consequences.
Help is not always right and according to the Sunday Mirror (2019):” The scandalous toll is revealed nine-month probe which shows how the authorities were forced to honour dangerous parents’ human rights - despite knowing of their abusive behaviour.”
The Human Rights Law is putting children at risk by letting them to stay with parents that have abusive past. Sometimes the decision that authorities make, and think is right can be the wrong decision and can lead to the death of the children. Research show that some parents that abuse their children were also abused or had similar stories.
[bookmark: _Toc118402347]5.Conclusion
At it was mentioned in the pitch help might not always be wanted or might not be offered correctly. Training as many people as we can to take immediate action even if they suspect an abuse, it is the key to put a stop to it. Creating also online advice and help page that allow people to identify abuse easier and give an opportunity for people that prefer to remain anonyms when reporting an abuse to make a change, is one big step to stop this crime. Training and direct implication are effective ways in avoiding crucial mistakes.
Educating people about what is wrong even if it is cultural or religious matter, showing how their actions are affecting their children and what impact has on them, providing adequate and secure accommodation in places that are always available for them it is the right strategy to connect to people and provide necessary help. That is why door visits are important because it will allow us to see the environment where the child is living and the family as well but most important to build the trust that is lacking nowadays due to unfortunate events exposed in the media.
My charity event is not only for financial help but also for moral support, a way to interact with children, with their families and get to know them and help them fulfil their needs.
Presenting the mind map as part of the strategy to stop child abuse is eye catching, colourful but effective way to expose an ugly truth, that even children can understand and can identify the risk factors that are affecting them. Mind map is an effective way on presenting the problems related to the central subject and finding solution to the exposed problems by connecting the factors and the solutions together. I choose this method because it is a creative way of showing that all the focus should be on the children as they are the centre, the most important to us all.
The children are the ones that should be listen to in this situation because children are the crucial witnesses. They are the victims, and it is their story that needs to be heard so they can have a better life ahead of them, so they can be loved and cared for as they deserve.
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