HPR4011 A Light in the Dark Ages: The Life and Thought of Saint Thomas Aquinas

Lecture 2 — The Rise of Scholasticism in the Middle Ages


Introduction

I.	Defining the Period 



II.	Remaking the Roman Empire

	II.1	Christian Mission in Late Antique Rome
		
		


	II.2	Constantine




	II.3	The Slow Emergence of a new Christendom





III. Conditions of Scholasticism

	III.1 Commercial Expansion




	III.2 Conflict and Cultural Exchange





	III.3 Consolidation of Political Power





	III.4 Creation of an Integrated Ecclesiastical and Secular Ruling Authority


IV. Characteristics of Scholasticism

	IV.1 Christian Humanism





	IV.2 Chief Objectives:

		IV.2.1 Curating an Ancient Tradition of Learning




		
		IV.2.2 Compiling a Universal Body of Knowledge






		IV.2.3 Cultivating Civic and Spiritual Friendships
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	IV.3 Comprehensive, Systematic, and Logical Analysis







	IV.4 Cautious Creativity

