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A response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector.

The purpose of this essay is to discuss and evaluate a report written by Huw Lewis in relation to the Welsh second language. The sources used to back up this report are ‘Successful Futures’ written by Professor Graham Donaldson and also ‘One language for all’ written by Professor Sioned Davies.
Within the report, Lewis (2015) argues that, ‘far too many young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills they need for the world of work.’ This highlights the importance of the progression and the continuation of learning the Welsh language through school. It is essential that pupils continue to practice and use Welsh in order to improve and hold the language skills that they require to progress with the language. The Welsh language is beneficial for future careers as, ‘it opens doors. No door is shut to you if you can speak Welsh’ as told by Davies (2013, p.20). There are currently, ‘poor standards and low attainment’ (Lewis, 2015, p.1) of the Welsh language and with the new and reformed curriculum being introduced there will be opportunities for all involved as there will be ‘a clear definition of the skill levels achieved by pupils’ (Davies, 2013, p.24). Welsh second language is going to remain a compulsory subject at all schools until the children are 16 years old as stated by Lewis (2015). This is beneficial as the pupils are able to learn extra skills in the language over a longer period of time. 
The Welsh language sector faces several challenges in the delivering and the learning of Welsh. These challenges need to be tackled first with the teachers. In order for the pupils to be equipped with the required Welsh language skills that they need for the world of work, it is essential that all teachers have the ability to teach these skills.  Teaching practitioners have the opportunity to undertake a sabbatical course to improve their language skills ‘and the ability to teach through the medium of Welsh or bilingually’ (Welsh Government, 2016). This course provides the teachers with all language patterns and vocabulary that is required to teach the Welsh language from the foundation phase through to the end of Key Stage 2. The sabbatical course is supported by the Welsh Government who cover the costs of the course, supplies and also travel.
	Throughout the report, Lewis (2015) emphasises the ‘renewed focus on learning Welsh as a means of communication. It is clear that Lewis is passionate about the Welsh language as in his report he states that he wants ‘all children and young people in Wales to have an opportunity to successfully learn Welsh’. Lewis’ passion for equipping learners with the Welsh language skills that they need for the world of work ties in with Donaldson’s report ‘Successful Futures’. Donaldson (2015), states that there are a selection of purposes of the new curriculum being introduced. One purpose is to create ‘ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world’ (Donaldson, 2015) which relates to the argument that Lewis is putting forward for the rise in the number of Welsh speakers. Donaldson also supports Lewis’ argument as in his document ‘Successful Futures’  he states that ‘the cultural, cognitive and practical benefits of learning Welsh as a living language provide a strong case for its inclusion as a compulsory element in the school curriculum’.
	Within Lewis’ report he believes that the Welsh language in school is not deemed as important to the pupils or staff there. This is supported with Lewis stating that he wants ‘children and young people to see speaking Welsh and other languages, as an attractive and worthwhile option’. Lewis is working to change the opinions of young people and children on the Welsh language and he also highlights the importance of the language in relation to future careers. 
	As a student at University I have observed several classes at school and have seen the level of Welsh used in the classrooms. The use of the Welsh language at the Foundation Phase was a lot more intense than it was at Key Stage 2. The pupils engaged more with Welsh activities at younger ages than they did at older ages. The teachers also used a lot more Welsh in the Foundation Phase as appose to the teachers in Key Stage 2. 
	Within secondary schools at the moment, pupils have the choice to continue with their studies in Welsh by taking it for GCSE. A lot of children would not choose this subject and would therefore only be receiving one or two hours of Welsh language study a week, compared to the GCSE Welsh students who would be receiving around six hours a week. At the secondary school I went to, GCSE Welsh was an option but not available to all students, only to the percentage of pupils who were the higher achievers. This puts the other students at a disadvantage as they are not getting the continuation of education for the Welsh language skills that they require for the world of work and to enable them to communicate effectively. Lewis’ argument supports the use of Welsh beyond the classroom and states that there are strategies in place to assist his goals for the Welsh language. The strategies include the Welsh Sabbatical Scheme, strengthening school to school support, working closely with Estyn and also to promote Welsh ‘as a subject and skill in the workplace’ (Lewis, 2015). These are the strategies which eventually will enforce Lewis’ beliefs and the number of Welsh speakers will rise and more teaching practitioners will be equipped to deliver the skills, vocabulary and language patterns that the pupils will need to communicate through the medium of Welsh.
To conclude, I agree with the argument that Lewis puts forward in relation to the Welsh language. It is of huge importance that pupils start learning the Welsh language from the Foundation Phase to the end of their schooling at the age of 16. This is to ensure that there is a continual process of learning and that the pupils are practising their language skills to continue to maintain the high standard. I also agree that the ‘education system has a vitally important role in securing the future of the Welsh language’ (Lewis, 2015). However, I do not think that the changes will come in immediately, they will need to progress over a period of time to become effective. 
























Reference List
Huw Lewis AM, Minister for Education and Skills (2015), ‘Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum’ Available at: 
https://gov.wales/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/previous-administration/2015/welshsecondlang/?lang=en 
[Accessed 02/12/2018] 

Professor Graham Donaldson CB (2015) ‘Successful Futures Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales’ Available at: 
https://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/150225-successful-futures-en.pdf 
[Accessed 05/12/2018] 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Welsh Government, (2013), ‘One language for all’, Available at: http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/20135/2/130926-review-of-welsh-second-lan-en.pdf 
[Accessed 3/12/2018] 
 
Welsh Government, (2016), ‘Welsh Language Practitioner training’, Available at: http://learning.gov.wales/resources/collections/welsh-lang-practitioner-training?lang=en#collection-2 
[Accessed 06/12/2018]

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
¥ Drindod Dew Sant

J University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




