

  This paper delves into the ideas and facts of policing intelligent and third-party partnerships. It will point out negative and positive parts of the framework and back this up with recent comments made by the heads of some charities. Explaining and outlining the importance of partnerships and why information sharing is important for police and victims alike. Delving deeper this paper will clarify why communication is at the centre of it all and put into words why it is impossible without open and transparent communication between the parties and public crime prevention. 
  The most common perception of policing is the police force cannot cut crime on their own, given that effective partnership works as part of an essential part of fighting crime. Moore and Brown (1981) suggest that this could be an effective approach because it brings various groups together instead of the entire burden resting on the police force alone. Effective partnership is key to reducing crime and any form of disorder before crime becomes a serious problem (GOV, 2016), For example, if a change was made to bus timetables and there was adequate street lighting this may prevent crime-fighting and deter criminals, it was evident that this was not achievable without multi-agency approach and individual agencies recognise this (Joyce and Lavric, 2021). Not only this but they also help reduce costs and tackle other obstacles through a joint problem-solving approach. There is information sharing in all kinds of policing areas such as domestic abuse, hate crime and many more. According to Rowe (2018), before the Crime and Disorder Act of 1998 came into place, it had been advocated for many years before and everyone agreed that a locally coordinated multi-agency approach would be beneficial thus creating The Crime and Disorder Act 1998. The Crime and Disorder Act 1998 established community safety partnerships outlining key areas and made it a statutory core requirement partnership working between, police and local authorities such as fire and health, drugs and alcohol services and probation services. The key objective of these partnerships was to tackle problems and have a clear action plan of analysed responsibility and to also annually review strategies (Wood et al, 2023). This legislation gave responsible authorities a statutory duty to cooperate and coordinate together later becoming known as the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership or CDRP’S. It is clear that the strategies outline and promote information sharing between all parties.
  The College of Policing (2018) point out that to reduce the chances of high-risk cases slipping through any of the safeguarding protocols multi-agency cooperation and information sharing are key. It proves to give effective risk identification early on therefore reducing the risks in general, and the 1998 Crime and Disorder Act permits all parties to share both personal and depersonalised information. For example, the College of Policing (2024) outlined that any evidence gathered in a criminal proceeding can be shared in a civil court order, as any information shared can assist in the planning of any safety process for the children or victims of the case. It also maintains any protocols of information sharing with Cafcass who are one of the most well-known partnerships with police being one of the attendees of something known as a MARAC meeting or a Multi-agency risk assessment conference. This is where the police, social services, CAFCASS and schools all meet if any safeguarding concerns are raised in the case of a child. Information can also be shared with third sector or parties such as Women’s Aid, this not only benefits victims but also benefits officers as Women Aid (2024) states that “it gives officers a better understanding”  through training programmes and this is fundamental because in a statement made by Lucy Hadley the chef of Women’s Aid (2023) “violence against women is rife and change is required”. The advantage of having third-party partnerships with charities like Women’s Aid and Refuge is the person-centred approach the charities have that the police do not have, and because of this 25% of women say they have less trust in the police (refuge, 2024). This would be a lot higher if not for the 3rdparty partnership, and all this intelligence sharing is crucial to getting convictions and deterring crime.
  None of this would be achievable without the National Intelligence Model more commonly known as NIM. The NIM is actually a business model that provides focus to operational policing (McGuire and John 2006). It is dependent on the analysis of information and intelligence allowing a framework of problem-solving for law enforcement and reducing barriers to effectiveness in creating an open and cooperative working environment. The purpose of NIM is to make sure all information that is received is researched, developed and analysed providing strategies for officers to make tactical decisions (Gilmour and Francis, 2011). So, without intelligence none of this framework is achievable. Intelligence allows officers to solve crimes and, in some cases, actually even prevent them. Intelligence can come from different places such as the police systems or even externally like the public or third parties like women’s aid, but it is important for many reasons. When multiple agencies like Interpol, Europol, police and third parties are all working together intelligence sharing means they are all aligned with the same information and can coordinate their efforts to come up with an efficient plan of action. This can lead to all agencies allocating resources directly and this can lead to faster response times (College of Policing 2016) looking at all the key information as to why intelligence is important it is evident to see that communication is 100% key. For effective delivery of the service effective communication plays a crucial part in it all (Lewandowski and Nestel 2016). By all parties prioritising and communicating effectively, it builds trust not only between them but also within the communities they work in. This is a big factor when it comes to the framework of reducing crime. Clear communication is crucial when it comes to sharing important information between the police and all parties as it gives a comprehensive understanding between police and third parties giving more effective outcomes and is a pivotal component to finding a solution. When it comes to the public Mawby (2010) suggests that although open and transparent communications within the police force and third parties is important to gain that trust and openness, the same transparency is required with the public not only that but actively listening to the public’s concern strengthens this idea and outcomes.
  To conclude, it is evident that no police force can tackle crime alone and although they are the face of crime prevention behind them driving it all is the intelligence partnerships and third-party charities. As Mawby (2010) points out communication is pivotal especially with the public as although working together makes tackling crime easier preventing crime is the idea that drives it all. Lucy Hadley (2023) points out some very key parts and the charity Refuge (2023) backs these points up with the numbers suggesting maybe the communication is not where it needs to be and there is some room for improvement, but with all the legislation in place and all parties communicating effectively to the best of their ability one can only hope it is heading in the right direction.
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