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AS 1 – Reading and notes 
Photo of my in-class notes 


1. Answer these questions using the sentence starters below
a. What is the main idea of the text?
The main idea is that social media can help small businesses grow and become popular. The article explains how TikTok, Instagram and Facebook helped different businesses get more customers, more followers, and more sales. Some customers even travelled for hours or from other countries after seeing the businesses online. 


b. What are two key points?
One key point is that Honywood Sandwich Shop in Basildon became more popular because of social media. The owner, Murat Mutlu, said customers travelled for three hours to try the chicken burger. He was surprised because his shop became known by people from far away.
Another key point is that other businesses also grew because of social media. Lindy Loo’s Boutique, owned by Linda Hunter in Epping, moved fully online and now sends clothes across the UK and even to Australia. Krystalls Boutique in Leigh-on-Sea, owned by Kristy Chamberlain, also became popular because of TikTok videos, and some customers travelled from the Channel Islands and Cyprus.


c. What part of the text did you find most important? Why?
The most important part is how social media changed normal small businesses into popular businesses. I think, this is important because it shows that TikTok and Instagram are not only for entertainment. They can also help people make money and improve their business. For example, Chloe Huggins and Ross Bliss started Little Love’s Pamper Bus in December, and their videos got about forty-five million views in less than a year. This helped their business become much busier.
d. Was anything unclear or difficult to understand?
I was not sure about some of the marketing words, such as “subliminal marketing” and “bottom line.” I also found it a little difficult to remember all the names, places, and business examples because the article had many different businesses in Essex.
e. How did your group help you understand the text better?
I was not present when my group discussed the article, so I completed this task by reading the text myself and making my own notes.
3. One sentence reflection
Question: What did you find challenging about this task?
The hardest part was reading all the details and choosing the most essential information about the owners, businesses and places mentioned in the article.
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