[bookmark: _GoBack]The Handmaid’s Tale – Margaret Atwood. Set in a mostly infertile dystopian future, the story depicts an American theocracy where women are subjugated, and their institutionalised rape is mandated by God. Our protagonist ‘Offred’ is a handmaid, a woman forced to be a surrogate mother for elite households at the heart of the Gilead system. Her chattel status represented with her uniform, a red dress that is long and concealing. Her actions are represented with red tulips, that rise defiantly from the dirt of her master’s garden. The flowers eventually decay foreshadows Offred’s demise.  
“Spring has now been undergone. The tulips have had their moment and are done, shedding their petals one by one, like teeth.”
“Well. Then we had the irises, rising beautiful and cool on their tall stalks, like blown glass, like pastel water momentarily frozen in a splash, light blue, light mauve, and the darker ones, velvet and purple, black cat’s-ears in the sun, indigo shadow, and the bleeding hearts, so female in shape it was a surprise they’d not long since been rooted out.”
Imogen Cunningham’s extensive photography of flowers helped inform my thoughts on representing Offred with flowers. Pictures of her leaf formations, fleshy succulents, and unfolding magnolia blossoms are directly personal: tied to her experience as a woman and a mother, they record an intimate, sensual exploration of the growing and blossoming of the garden in her own body. In my depiction of flowers falling away into a black void I am referencing vanitas style painting, depicting the impermanence of life. The wilted flowers remind us of the certainty of death and Offred represented as a rose is surrounded by decay, soon to be consumed by it.  

