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Site Specific Exhibition Title:  Lumen Hortus
	Rationale 

	Clearly articulate why the chosen site is meaningful. What historical, cultural, or social importance does it hold? How do these attributes align with the conceptual framework of your work?

Conceptual/Contextual Ideas: Discuss your group and individual interpretations of the broader themes your exhibition explores, such as identity, memory, community etc. 


The Botanical Gardens are a beautiful and peaceful space where people can go to get away from the urban life. Some people may just find it as getaway spot. Others may simply just pass through. It’s quite easy to neglect sometimes the beauty that is within reach of us. My aim with creating a trail was to try and educate people on the plants and spaces found within the gardens including the glasshouses, Ty’r Blodau, Herbaceous Borders, Herb Garden and Rose Terrace. Alongside this, to create a reminder to people how important these spaces are. 
The Botanical Gardens offers a free space where people can come, take time for themselves, enjoy a day out with family and friends, to learn about the history, plants and flowers. So why not make use of what the gardens offer as a way of giving back the community? By using the educational center to hold a workshop incorporating some of the items you find within the gardens, it automatically makes the space go from being an empty classroom style room to a warm, inviting, fun experience for the public.  



	A Summary of the Research


	Provide a concise overview of the research you have conducted over the past semester that has led you to the production of your site-specific intervention. 
Demonstrate your understanding of primary and secondary research skills taught over the past 18 months in developing your ideas from concepts to final installation. (Site visits/ practical experimentation, data collecting etc.) 


A lot of research within this project has had to be undertaken to have a clear plan on which direction myself and the group were heading in. 

One of the biggest ones were a risk assessment. This is extremely vital because as a group and individuals, we would need assess what the hazards are within the space we are using and why and how we could be putting ourselves and the public at risk. As part of the exhibition a workshop was held, we are a bit more reliable on ensuring people are safe considering we were working with chemicals and UV lights. 
In terms of the trail, this one isn’t necessarily as vital as the workshop, however it is key that the stops on the trail were safe for people to access. To do this, once a clear idea of what stops were going to be used were sorted, the next step was going to the gardens and walking to these stops to see if they were accessible for all in a safely manner.   

 As part of the trail, lots of research about the history and the plants/ flowers within the garden were needed to be found to create a factual trail. Both digital and physical resources were used for this as there were plenty of information in both aspects. Physically, you could find stands at certain stops in the gardens that tell you information about the plants, flowers and history. At the entrance is also where the opening and closing times are informing us of the times which tells us when we would be able to have our exhibition open between. Going to the gardens gave me an idea on the kind of people you have visiting there. I noticed you mainly get the elder generation visiting in addition to some families, mainly with babies/toddlers who aren’t old enough for school. Taking this into consideration helped me in creating the kind of tone I would put the trail in as clearly more older people would be passing through as opposed to the younger generation. 
Digitally, I used websites such as the Swansea councils and other relevant websites to gather the information needed to create the questions for the trial. 

With the combination of both, I was able to gather relevant facts and information about the gardens. 




	Techniques Developed for the Production of Your Body of Work


	Outline the tools, materials, or methods employed in creating your work. Highlight innovations or adaptations that you have considered to align with notions of ‘site specificity’.

Practical Application: Describe how these techniques contributed to the final exhibition and supported its conceptual aims.

In creating the website/trail for this project I used Wix to create the trail on. I went along with using this site as I have familiarity of using it in the past and is also doesn’t cost anything. Other sites used were photoshop, illustrator to edit and design pictures and maps that were added within the website, in addition to an introduction sign at the beginning of the trail.  

Within the website as there were images that gave participants clues, I used my can 450D camera to take these images. I didn’t need to think too deeply into what kind of camera I would be using for this part of the project as my only aim for these images were for it to give people an idea on what they would be looking out for. 

Once the website was set up ready, I needed to print out the QR codes. To create the QR codes I used Adobe express, as all I needed to do was add in the URL link to the specific pages. Once this was completed, I printed out the QR codes and introduction sign using laminator pouches I purchased. The only other materials used were a bit of string and blue tack I already had to hang and stick the codes around the gardens.   




	Individual and Group work overview


	Provide a summary of your contribution to production of a final site-specific exhibition.

What role did you take in the group? 

What have you found challenging throughout the process? 

How have you overcome any hardship that you have delt with both in the making of your work, and working with others.

what team and personal skills have you learned/practiced that might be useful in your professional development for future career opportunities?


My contribution towards the Lumen Hortus project was creating the trail/website. I enjoy working digitally, editing and like to delve into a little bit of designing so I decided to create a website trail which educates the public on what some of the gardens has to offer in addition to motivate them to read what is also surrounding them. In doing so, I used Wix to create the trail on. Adding to this, I used Adobe photoshop to edit the pictures on and Adobe illustrator to trace the map. 

From the beginning, after the first meeting we had a rough idea on who was going to be doing what. These titles included resources, researcher, contactor, organizer and an all-rounder. I was happy to be the organizer and within in this role I set up a group chat with all group members and arranged some time for group meetings.  It is inevitable that over time roles can change, as very quickly I ended up communicating with lecturers, Swansea council and the supervisor of the gardens. I quite enjoyed taking this role as in the past I’ve been one to sit a bit more in the background and be more quiet but due to this process being such fast, I wanted to take a different approach. 

In my opinion, I think one of the biggest challenges faced throughout this process was the time. Being limited to just short of 7 weeks once put into groups to contact, create and execute adds a little bit of pressure. However, I have found that due to this limited time, there isn’t time to be waiting too long for anything or anyone. 

You never know everyones’ lives outside of work, so I have learned that no matter the situation, you can’t be relying on people as it can have a massive impact on how the group operates. This was one of my first big group projects that plays a vital part within my education. Not only am I doing it for myself but being part of a group, I am doing it for others too. I think it’s very important to listen, communicate, have a little patience but not to the extent where it has a negative impact on the group. These are some key features on what to take into my future in relation to career opportunities and even as life skills. 




	Evaluation of the Exhibition


	Execution: Assess the success of the exhibition in addressing the site’s history, community, or spatial dynamics.


Audience Interaction: Discuss how the audience engaged with your work and the site.


Reflection: Identify areas for improvement and potential future directions for your practice.


The questions within the trail are relevant to the gardens plants/ flowers and history covering most of the garden’s grounds. It encourages the participants to look all around them and could potentially motivate others to find extended information on the gardens and its history. 

As we live in a world of technology, the gardens are a place where technology is not needed. However, I find within my work I created a contrasting, interactive piece. Being introduced at the beginning of the gardens with a QR code could get any by passers having a go if they wanted. With having a workshop and a trail, the public have the option if they wanted a quieter activity to do that doesn’t involve talking to anyone and vice versa if they wanted a more hands on activity. 

I found when using Wix, I had sometimes had the difficultly with saving my progress, so I was finding myself having to manually save it constantly even with autosave on. For future reference, I would experiment in trying out different website creating platforms to broaden my knowledge more. 
After a brief reflection on the exhibition on the final day of exhibiting, it came to my attention there were some spelling mistakes and an incorrect link to one of the pages on the trail. These are small errors where a bit more attention to detail is needed to be taken place.  If I were to change or add anything on the trail, I would fix these little mistakes, make some of the images a bit brighter, as this was also something recognized, and I would add a bit more on the gardens history as the trail was more plant/ flower based.  

Overall, I think the project was a high success. It was a fun process to be a part of, a learning experience and it felt like a good way of giving back to the community whilst keeping it site specific.  



