2. Why might terrorist organisations be involved in acquisitive crime? Highlight the links between terrorism and other forms of criminality. Your answer must be based on academic research, although you may make reference relevant case studies.

The United Kingdom (UK) has had different terrorist organisations that have provided a threat to the country in the last few decades. These vary from sophisticated multinational groups like ISIS and Al-Qaida to groups closer to home like the IRA and that are solely British like the far-right groups. Terrorism is defined by The Terrorism Act 2000 in the UK and states actions proposed to influence the government or international governmental organisation like for example the National Health Service or to intimate the public. The threat must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, radical, or ideological cause. (Criminal Prosecution Service, 2022) There is an issue with how terrorism is defined globally and the same is said with organised crime. There is no internationally agreed definition for either type of group.

In terrorism studies, there has been significant discussion of ‘old’ and ‘new’ types of terrorism. In the UK before the 9/11 attacks on New York nearly all attacks were linked to the Irish Republican Army (IRA). A group created 1919 to try and gain an independent republic by using armed force. In August 1994 the IRA declared a stop to all military activities. The IRA’s cease-fire ended in February 1996, when a bomb in the Docklands area of London killed two people, though it was reinstated in July of the following year. The IRA used a system of telephoned coded warnings to avoid civilian casualties as this was not their goal instead, they wanted to cause damage to properties and the economy.There are two new types of terrorism which are linked with the 9/11 and 7/7 bombings which are that of Islamic terrorist groups. These groups are in the majority sophisticated with large financing that were able to gain militants from throughout the world, training tens of thousands in paramilitary skills, and its agents engaged in numerous terrorist attacks.

The difficulty now is they also have a link to recent high-profile incidents have involved “lone wolf” with basic weapons therefore can be done with minimal expense. Their intention has been maximising casualties which is the opposite of the collateral damage and recognised target connected with traditional terrorism.  The second is the rapidly expanding trend of mixed, unclear, and unstable extremism cases. Rather than ideological beliefs, they are characterised by online subcultures where violence and dehumanisation is classed as normal. Government statistics in 2021 show that there were 2,500 referrals to Prevent, a government-led programme which aims to safeguard vulnerable people from being drawn into terrorism. People in this category outnumbered those reported for Extreme Right Wing or Islamist extremist views combined.  Data also shows that 70% of people referred to Prevent had mental health issues. The emergence of incel violence linked with mass shootings carried out by young men who blame wider society for their lack of romantic or sexual partnerships fit the official operational definition of terrorism, though some counter-terrorism experts disagree (Richards, 2021) 

Not necessarily classed as a new or old type is that of the further emergence of extreme right-wing groups in the UK. According to MI5, one in five attempted attacks are from these types of groups. Each of these terrorism organisations has a worrying trend to target children. The UK economy, isolation and exposure to online extremist material are contributing to the shifting environment with the pandemic providing the perfect recruitment conditions for people, particularly the young and vulnerable. Further to the groups mentioned there are currently 79 terrorist organisations proscribed under the Terrorism Act 2000 (UK Government, 2023)

Acquisitive crime is when the offender acquires material gain from committing the crime which has benefits for terrorist organisations as they need funds and can also be known as a white collar crime. There is great political will to aggressively support counter-terrorism enforcement and prevention, compared with the lack of support to combat white-collar crimes that are often classified as victimless (Heinonen et al, 2014) There are many different types which vary in levels due to how much gain can be made. The low-level offences like shoplifting have 45% of offenders with a drug addiction (Safer Communities, 2023). There is no identified links between terrorism and low-level offences like shoplifting the reason for this is due to the limited gain where the risk of being caught is high. However, with the emergence of these lone wolfs there may be a possibility of these low-level offences more especially with links to mental health and drug use. 

The figure above does not include fraud where there is a certain complexity in committing that sort of offence but is a type of acquisitive crime that has links with terrorism. The link of fraud activity and terrorism include identity theft and credit card fraud techniques. Two Algerians convicted under the UK’s Terrorism Act after raising thousands of pounds for the al-Qaeda terrorist organization. They managed to collect names and credit card details of around 200 different bank accounts on computer discs and swapped coded Internet messages with members of terrorist cells across Europe. The actual cards were distributed to contacts across Europe, which enabled them to raise funds of £200,000 for terrorist activities. (Everett, 2003). Fraud can be seen as faceless due to being able to commit the offence from the other side of the world. For this and many other reasons fraud is one of the most used acquisitive crimes to fund terrorism. The connection between fraud and terrorism financing in the UK however has been overlooked by leaders, despite an acknowledgement of the link. There no strategies currently to tackle the problem either. A recent example is in May 2017, Salman Abedi detonated an improvised explosive device in the Manchester Arena, killing 22 people and injuring more than 800 others. Abedi had fraudulently used student loans and his maintenance grant to fund the attack. (Este,2023) 


Links between Organised Crime Groups and Terrorism organisations are identified by the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2195 (2014), which wants member countries to take action to break the links between terrorists and organised crime. Both groups have been found to co-exist, co-operate, and sometimes even come together. Evidence of such linkages remain subjective and based on media reports or limited to intelligence groups. What can be confirmed is the relationship between the two groups and possibilities might include OCGs committing terrorism offences and vice versa. This interaction does not represent a firm link between different groups, but it does highlight how the same methods can be employed across these groups with relative ease (Puttonen and Romiti, 2020) however issues of terrorism and organised crime were deemed separate before the attacks on New York on September 11th, 2001 (Shelley et al. 2005)

Within the low-level offences there is a trigger as it usually involves drugs and the funding of that habit. There is links between persons with drug addiction and terrorism directly, of the 69 Jihadists who carried out an attack in Europe between 2012 and 2017 there is evidence 7% of them consumed illicit drugs before their attacks. (Basra,2019) There is a stronger link between drug trafficking and terrorism. Terrorist movements adopt similar tactics to those adopted by criminals engaged in drug trafficking and other kinds of transnational crimes (Kenny, 2007). Moreover, according to Kenny (2007), similarly to successful drug traffickers, successful terrorist networks draw upon highly developed street skills which enables them to carry out high-risk activities. Therefore, this would suggest that to counter recruitment in contexts characterised by social and economic deprivation, it is important for those working with young people deemed at risk to possess street knowledge and credibility. Further links to drug trade and terrorism is that up to 85% of opium poppy cultivation in Afghanistan is under influence of the Taliban. There are connections in Latin America, Middle East and Asia where both groups typically use drugs to raise funds either in the supply chain or taxing producers when going through certain areas they control. On the other hand, there is a lack of evidence when looking at Europe as hearsay commentary on the topic includes claims that jihadists ‘take drugs such as heroin and cocaine to steel themselves’ (Basra, 2019)

Each terrorism group mentioned has links with firearms and with these higher risk offences it ties in with OCGs. United Nations (UN) experts estimate that there are currently around 639 million firearms in the world, a significant number of which have been supplied, traded and bought illegally. IRA members have been involved in the unlawful traffic of weapons and explosives both directly and by attempting to establish alliances with OCGs. For example, in 2010, Paul McCaugherty, a deputy commander of the RIRA, was convicted of attempting to import a large array of weapons and explosives into Northern Ireland which included 100 kg of explosives and twenty AK-47 assault rifles. However, there is a scarce amount of scholarship on weapons and explosives and the links between terrorism and organised crime, including in Northern Ireland. There is evidence that terrorist and OCGs are mutually involved in the traffic from overseas and supply of weapons. (Jupp and Garrod, 2019)


There are offences under the Terrorism Act 2000 and Counter-Terrorism Act 2008 that are related to Money Laundering and funding terrorism. Tackling money laundering and terrorism financing are considered key issues in countries all over the world with technology advancing this is becoming more prevalent an issue. Suppression of money laundering and terrorism financing through a complete approach of awareness, prevention, and enforcement is a current need. It has enabled the birth of new regulatory regimes based on strict compliance and processes. One of the many problems with this is the lack of recognition about these issues among various participants including scholars and experts. (Basra, 2021). In 2013, Italian police uncovered a money-laundering scheme involving the Calabrian Mafia, business entrepreneurs in Spain, and a former member of the IRA worth €450 million. During the Troubles, for example, the IRA typically laundered money through domestic outlets that seemed above board. Now paramilitary organisations are profiting from more complex international money-laundering schemes that employ offshore accounts to filter illicit proceeds of crime into the legal economy. (Jupp and Garrod, 2019)

With all these crimes whether they are acquisitive or not there are different methods adopted by terrorists or terrorist cells to commit them. A type of this is an Insider attack, financial gain may be more aligned to a criminal venture by a disgruntled employee or part of an OCG. However, terrorism motivation involving some form of financial crime cannot be totally ruled out. Pre-attack planning and preparation prior to terrorist attacks requires funding. This funding can either be provided by those sympathetic to the terrorist cause, or through the commission of crime like theft and fraud. (BaMaung et al. 2016)


The Criminal Prosecution Service (CPS) state although offences are not classified under the Terrorism Act as previously mentioned there is still a connection with other crimes, murder being one of them. Other crimes that have links to terrorism would be the racially aggravated public order which is linked with the far-right terrorism groups in the UK like National Action. Further offences can be linked to terrorism are of enslavement, rape and human trafficking committed by terrorism organisation ISIS have been highlighted thanks to the courage of ex-victims and survivors, such as Nadia Murad Basee Taha a Nobel Peace Prize Winner.

To conclude there is a clear reason why all different terrorism groups use the various acquisitive crime that are medium and high level. It is a way to gain funds, weaponry, or property to assist with their operations. There are multiple links between terrorism and other forms of criminality especially when OCGs are involved however it is difficult when there is no internationally recognised definition for each group. Both groups can be seen to work in similar ways and in some instances together. If focusing on the UK, there is an issue with the little amount of research done linking terrorism and OCGs. This is different if the focus is solely on Northern Ireland due to the number of links to the IRA and the Troubles. Terrorists look to purposely make change with their actions which is highlighted by the definition under the terrorism act. This is where other forms of criminality differ as this may happen but do so inadvertently. Both have consequences beyond their actions in political, social and economic fields. (Shelley,2008) it is also very difficult to distinguish between criminals who sometimes fund terrorists and terrorists who commit crimes to support their goals. (Spink et al, 2013). 
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3. What impact can the challenges of operational policing have on individual and group wellbeing, and why is mental wellbeing important in policing? Your answer must be based on academic research rather than personal experience. 
















6. What lessons have been learned from recent high-profile critical and major incidents, and how 
have these translated into best practice for policing?
Your answer must be based on academic research rather than personal experience, but you 
may refer to recent examples of high-profile critical and major incidents.
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