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Studies on Laozi’s International Political View of ‘Soft and Weak’

Proposed Dissertation Abstract (max 250 words): 5 &R CIHE (B&% 250 F)

‘The soft and weak vanquish the hard and strong’ is one of the most important
propositions of Laozi’s philosophy. This thought is not only seen in natural world, but
also embodied in many aspects of humanistic society. When reflected in international
politics, it is the proposition of pacifism and getting underneath. However, it is
important to note that whether in the view of war or the international relations, ‘The
soft and weak vanquish the hard and strong’ is by no means a strategy or means to an
end. It is a kind of tender mercy based on the Dao, an ethical concern full of empathy,
and the wisdom of long-term harmony and win-win mutualistic symbiosis. (115 words)
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