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CREATION ELEMENT C1 – WRITTEN PROPOSAL

The Idea

Since the beginning of my producing journey, I have developed a taste and style within the electronic music genre, specifically towards house and techno. During my progression of learning how to produce I have met many producers in the area of Liverpool that have shared their wisdom and knowledge with the creation of music.

Liverpool as a city has a massive portfolio of successful musicians that have been proven to showcase their talent worldwide with the obvious example being ‘The Beatles’. When being provided with this assignment, I knew straight away that I would want to be creating an EP of 6-8 tracks. 

I attended Tileyard’s latest song writing camp where I had the opportunity to work with some very gifted producers, song writers and singers to which we would write to a brief and create different styles of music. Collaborating in this way was very new to me as I have very little experience working with others on creating music. After the week had passed, I was travelling back to Liverpool and had this task on my mind on what I was going to do. My reflection of the song writing camp was that I really enjoyed being able to bounce ideas from one peer to another and so had this idea that I wanted to continue to collaborate with others and incorporate it into this assignment. 

As it would be very difficult for me to travel frequently between Liverpool and London to collaborate, I’ve had to think outside the box on how I can achieve to do this within the timeframe that I have to complete this project. An idea came to me that I could find and collaborate with other producers from Liverpool which cuts out my problem of travelling so far. 

In the present day, having access to a computer is extremely more accessible than it was even 20 years ago. This means that like myself and many others, it has allowed an increase in being able to produce music from my own bedroom. In retrospect to this, it is arguably harder to find up and coming talent due to the social disconnect that we now have because of technology and so my goal for this project is to find and collaborate with up-and-coming producers from the area of Liverpool. 

The electronic music scene in Liverpool is varied through-out. From my experience the popular sub genres entail ‘House’, ‘Techno’ and ‘Tech house’. With this EP I want to ensure that each different track contains elements from each genre so that I’m not making the box too small for the collaborations to be set in. It would make the EP more interesting if each different artist can bring their own style and incorporate it with myself. The EP will be at a professional quality standard. To define this, I will be sending productions to tutors and mentors and other peers for feedback on the quality of the productions. This should be done as early as possible so that if there are any issues in the productions then I will have time to tweak and polish them. The quality will be determined on the musical ideas, the mixing and the mastering of each track. 



The Goal


The goal for this EP is to showcase my own talent with producing 3/4 tracks and the rest having collaborations with other musicians from Liverpool. Ideally with the productions being at a professional standard, I want to be able to pitch the best tracks to a label for a release. I cannot determine which label I will be choosing as the productions haven’t been made yet so that will have to be thought of after as I will see what track would suit the label. The tracks will be in the range from around four minutes to seven/eight as this would be standard in the genre of music to make it ‘DJ friendly’. After releasing the EP, promotion will be taken place on social media to forefront my own productions and the other local producers to help give a lifting platform for all of us being ‘up and coming’. 

I will be arranging meetings throughout the next month so that myself and the other artists can discuss ideas of the direction of each track and to go forward and book a studio to create the production. I have had experience in collaborating with other producers over the likes of Zoom, however I have found that you lose a lot of intimacy which reflects in the productions. Therefore, I would prefer, if possible, to collaborate with the other artists in a studio so that the full potential of us both can really inspire one another to help create this EP. Each track will have its own identity, and all will be original telling its own sonic story. I am not looking for each track to be finished in the studio as this would put pressure on the limited time that we have. As long as the idea is down and I know the direction of where the tracks will go, in our own times we can send projects back and forth to finalise the productions. Further allocations of time will be taken so that in post-production the sound can be polished and set to the professional standard as required. 

Difficulties may arise in areas such as time management as each other artist will have their own schedule so some changes may have to be amended throughout the coming weeks to fit the productions around each other. Another issue may be encountered with the compatibility of technology. The other producer and I may be working with different DAW’s make collaborating less straightforward. Within the genres that we will be working on a lot of automation in VST’s are used so if I must bounce out stems and send them back and forth after the studio session, we could be limited in certain musical ideas due to this. 

Management of the task

To ensure that the project will run smoothly and to reach the goals that I have set out, project management must be taken seriously. This means that setting out deadlines for when the productions must be laid down by a certain day, to that I stick to it so that it will give me the time to move forward in the plan and give me the right amount of time to go onto the postproduction. 

The set-out plan for my project starts with getting the production ideas down first. I will create a schedule of when I will be working on my own productions and when I will be collaborating with other artists. After the ideas have been done then the next step would be the post-production of the 6-8 tracks, as juxtaposed to this I will be logging my reflective writing and writing down how well the project is going and if I have made any changes to my proposal, to say what has changed and log the reason for it too. With then completing the post-production process I will then move on to mixing and mastering the tracks whilst also talking about any difficulties I had encountered or any new ideas I have introduced whilst mixing the EP. It is important then to send the EP to peers, mentors and tutors to assess the quality of work to ensure that I have achieved a professional quality and if not then I will then have more time to make any altercations that are necessary. Finalising any changes then I will then be ready to group the portfolio together and be ready to submit to labels that I believe fit the style of the tracks that have been produced. It would be hard to judge on whether I will be able to get a response fast enough in the time limit I have from any labels that I have submitted to. Usually, it could take up to 2 weeks to receive a reply or at least have the label listen to the tracks. Due to this I fear I may struggle with completing the EP with two weeks before submitting the portfolio. Regarding the written reflection, my main purpose for collaborating with local artists in the Liverpool area was to provide an EP that will have infused different subgenres of house – techno with working with different either established or up and coming production artists. I believe that this will inspire many others to create works like my own and help bring the local electronic music scene forward and progress. 

How I will motivate myself
Motivation is the key when it comes to being creative. I for one as many others know that it is extremely difficult and certainly for myself nearly impossible to force myself to be creative on the word “Go”. This will be a huge part whilst creating these tracks, so it is essential that I give myself enough time to follow this through thoroughly. 

The positives with working and collaborating with other artists means that you can bounce and spark ideas from one another. Another reason why I want to ensure that I will be working with the artist in the same space as you can get full attention from both parties. With having the EP as a focus for DJs to play in their sets, from making each production I will have more creative thoughts on what type of track may be missing for someone to play in their DJ sets. As I am going to be producing a few of the tracks myself, if I believe a type of track that would be suited for e.g., for an intro into a set, then I can produce an intro track to fill the void, yet I can add this to the portfolio. 

Research

As I have chosen a unique concept to an EP it is hard to translate with other projects that are similar. However, there is an instance where parts of the project follow the same ideas as others. 

Enrico Sanguiliano, a DJ/Producer from Italy recently started a new project called ‘NINETOZERO’ to which each track within the EP is a different chapter. Each track tells a different sonic story with different meaningful narratives. Enrico’s route with his project is to release each track one by one starting the countdown from 9. Each time a track is released he will showcase the production within an solo all night event. 

The first track was released June 10th 2022 called ‘Silence’. The meaning behind this track is described on an interview between Enrico and ‘Electric Groove’ as: ‘Silence’ is everything you have in between two sounds. It is also the sound of an instrument or place when it resonates with its own vibrations. When you think there is silence in a theatre for example, and the orchestra is about to play and the instruments are all silenced, it’s never truly silence. At the same time, silence is the end and the beginning of everything. As you can read on the vinyl artwork, everything originates, terminates, and is enclosed in silence.’ *[electronicgroove.com]

The slight similarity in my projects and Enrico’s is that to provide a distinct sonic experience for the listener. Not to be put into a box and to create something new to inspire others to do the same. With blending different sub genres together, new outcomes will be accomplished and so a distinctive sound should come out of the productions which will give the EP its own identity.

From taking some inspiration from the uniqueness of Enrico Sangiuliano’s EP, it made me think on what will make my EP stand out too. 

I investigated the current market of melodic house/ techno to understand the current trend in which the genre is following now. One of the biggest trendsetters within this style of music is set from artists on a label called ‘Afterlife’. Melodic techno is a sub-genre deriving from techno which has strong influences of trance entwined within it. The characteristics of the genre are that there are lots of arpeggiated melodies, rolling basslines engulfed in a hypnotising atmosphere. *[6amgroup.com] 

To reach the goal of having some of the EP’s tracks on a label it’s important that myself and the other producers I will be working with will think out the box and incorporate different styles and elements into these productions. Labels are always looking for the next sound so to combine new and different ideas into a production, there’s a bigger chance it will become noticed more as it will be unique and fresh. 

Final thoughts

I am very interested to see how this project will unfold as I have lots of ideas for my productions. I believe that the project will be more difficult than I would imagine yet I know with collaborating with different artists, more ideas will be brought to the table and help nurture the path for this EP to be a success. With already having one guaranteed collaboration in the works of a DJ called ‘Kinnerman’ who is a tech house producer, I am excited to build on a relationship with himself and see how we work together whilst producing a unique track fitting the purpose of this EP. 
My thoughts are that I know that the completion of the tracks will be fine due to setting out the right time allocations however, my worry is that I won’t have any contact from labels as there simply may not be enough time for them to respond. From working with other artists, more opportunities in the future may arise from releasing this EP and help bring the electronic music scene within Liverpool as a closer community. 
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