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[bookmark: _Toc142408282]Introduction
The purpose of this study is to investigate the digital resources that students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) utilise the majority of the time. The purpose of this study is to shed light on the digital tools that students utilise most frequently in order to perform a range of academic assignments and responsibilities. If we are aware of the preferences and patterns of usage of UWTSD students, we will be able to have a better understanding of how technology is impacting education and how it may assist students in achieving their academic goals (Weicht and Jónsdóttir, 2021). By doing research on the digital environment at UWTSD, we intend to contribute to the ongoing conversation that is taking place concerning the application of technology in educational institutions of higher learning.
[bookmark: _Toc142408283]Research Design 
[bookmark: _Toc142408284]Research Question
The most important purpose of this research is to investigate the following topic: Which technology resources are the most important for students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) to utilise in order to achieve their academic objectives? We want to have a strong understanding of the digital tools, resources, and platforms that students commonly utilise for important tasks such as conducting research, communicating with one another, and working together (Onye et al., 2021). We need to know the answer to this question in order to discover trends and preferences so that we can build the digital infrastructure of the university and encourage student accomplishment in a learning environment that is growing more and more reliant on technology.
[bookmark: _Toc142408285]Method
[bookmark: _Toc142408286]Research Approach:
A quantitative research approach was adopted for the purpose of this study so that the researchers could discover which digital tools are utilised the most frequently by students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD). A detailed questionnaire was devised with the purpose of eliciting information on the preferences and patterns of application of digital tools held by students.
[bookmark: _Toc142408287]Research Method:
The primary method of research that was utilised in this investigation was an online questionnaire that participants were free to manage on their own (Onye et al., 2021). The survey consists of a series of questions with the purpose of assessing the frequency with which students use various digital devices and the kind of digital devices they use. These questions are intended to elicit information on academic platforms that facilitate learning, communication, and collaboration.
[bookmark: _Toc142408288]Data Collection:
Invitations to take part in the study were sent through email to a selection determined at random from among the students enrolled at UWTSD’s several academic departments and levels of study (Hidayat et al., 2022). The email contained a link to the online survey, said that participation was entirely voluntary, and assured recipients that their information would be kept confidential. A private web server was employed to host the survey in order to protect the respondents’ right to confidentiality.
[bookmark: _Toc142408289]Data Analysis:
When doing an analysis of the data that was gathered, the Likert scale method will be utilised. A Likert scale with five points was utilised for a few of the questions in order to determine whether or not the participants agreed with statements on how they made use of digital technology (Weicht and Jónsdóttir, 2021). The numerical data will be transformed into visual representations such as bar charts and graphs in order to demonstrate patterns, trends, and participant preferences. These visual representations will be created using Excel.
[bookmark: _Toc142408290]Ethical Consideration
This study followed ethical guidelines and ensured that subjects gave their informed consent willingly and voluntarily. The study’s purpose, the voluntariness of participation, and the assurance that comments would be kept anonymous were all made apparent in the email invitation. The collected data will be treated with the utmost confidentiality and used solely for research. This study follows ethical guidelines to safeguard the participants’ rights and welfare (Nath et al., 2021). This research explores the digital technologies that UWTSD students find most intriguing using a structured questionnaire and a quantitative methodology. By visualising the data analysis, we want to offer insight on typical student usage habits for digital technologies. The study’s participants’ confidentiality and privacy have been protected at all times by ethical guidelines.

[bookmark: _Toc142408291]Result
The survey’s results provide important details on how University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) students use and view digital technology. Twenty respondents of various ages and genders completed the survey. 60% of the responses were from men, while 40% of the remaining respondents were women. According to the age distribution, 40% of respondents were between the ages of 18 and 30, and 60% were between the ages of 30 and 50.
 
The replies differed when it came to using digital technologies to access course materials and resources. The claim that respondents commonly use digital technology was rejected by a bigger majority (35%) or strongly rejected by 50%, while only a tiny minority (10%) or highly agreed (5%) agreed with it.
 
The ability of participants to collaborate with peers is enhanced by using digital tools for academic cooperation, according to a substantial majority of participants (35%) who agreed or strongly agreed with this statement. Nevertheless, a sizeable majority (25%) expressed vehement disagreement or protest.
 
A source of debate was how well students were using digital communication technologies to interact with their teachers and fellow students. 55% agreed, 10% strongly agreed, 10% strongly disagreed, and a similar number of individuals disagreed.
 
Although the majority (combined agree and strongly agree) said databases and online research were crucial for academic activities, a sizeable number (45%) disagreed or strongly disagreed.

Regarding one’s level of comfort using and navigating a range of digital gadgets for academic reasons, various replies were offered. 10% of participants strongly disagreed, 5% agreed, and 50% were in favour.

Positive responses were received on the adaptability of using digital technology to create study programmes and courses, with 45% strongly agreeing and 10% agreeing. However, a sizable percentage (55%) opposed or strongly objected.

40% said social networking sites improved their capacity to study, whereas 35% disagreed or strongly disagreed.

[bookmark: _Toc142408292]Discussion 
The discussion of the survey results provides an opportunity to delve into further detail regarding the results’ implications and significance in respect to the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD). The findings provide crucial insight into a variety of elements that influence students’ academic experiences, including how they utilise and comprehend digital technology (Hayles, 2019). The discourse will centre on important issues such preferred digital tools, teamwork, communication, and overall impact on the academic experience.
[bookmark: _Toc142408293]Digital Tool Preferences and Usage Patterns
The survey results include detailed information on how students utilise digital technologies to access resources and course materials. There is a need for a variety of ways when incorporating digital resources into the educational process, as seen by the disparity in replies between those who strongly disagreed (50%) and those who agreed (10%). Although a sizable majority might think that traditional methods are more efficient, the existence of people who strongly concur suggests that people are becoming more aware of the simplicity and effectiveness that digital resources could offer.
[bookmark: _Toc142408294]Collaboration and Communication
A noteworthy finding is the variation in respondents’ perceptions of how digital technologies enhance peer cooperation on academic work. A sizeable percentage (35%) acknowledged the positive effects, which is consistent with the rise of collaborative online learning platforms as a key component of modern education (Yacob et al., 2023). However, 25% of respondents disagreed or strongly disagreed, indicating possible challenges in employing these tools for collaborative objectives. This difference may be influenced by a variety of factors, including individual preferences, past experience with collaborative platforms, and the level of academic participation. Opinions on how successfully students and instructors communicate using digital media may differ (Lunga and Howard, 2020). When it comes to adopting digital communication tools, UWTSD students come from a diversity of backgrounds, as seen by the evenly dispersed replies throughout the agreement-disagreement spectrum. While some people could find these technologies convenient and beneficial, others might have problems or opt to employ more traditional ways of communication.
[bookmark: _Toc142408295]Impact on Learning and Academic Experience
The poll’s results show that adopting digital technology is crucial for utilising databases for academic work and performing online research. This is demonstrated by the fact that 50% of respondents strongly agree or agree that using digital technology in modern academics is significant. This outcome is consistent with the adaptability of research as well as the simple accessibility to a variety of data and academic resources made available by digital platforms (Weicht and Jónsdóttir, 2021). The focus of the discussion has been on the varied perspectives on using digital technology with assurance for academic purposes. Only 11% of respondents expressed strong confidence, while 60% of them appeared to be struggling. This stresses how important it is to provide students with the guidance and assistance they need to become proficient users of a range of digital tools, allowing them to reach their full academic potential.
[bookmark: _Toc142408296]Limitations and Future Directions
It is crucial to understand the study’s limitations. The sample size of 20 students could not adequately reflect the diversity of UWTSD students. It is possible that the survey’s reliance on replies on a Likert scale will make it difficult to fully capture the complexity of how pupils engage with digital devices. Future research may employ qualitative methods to analyse specific issues that students may be concerned about and to have a better understanding of the factors that led to these replies.
The survey results analysis offers a thorough understanding of how UWTSD students interact with and perceive digital technology. The findings highlight both the potential benefits and challenges of using digital technology into the teaching and learning process. The variety of perspectives on collaboration, communication, and the consequences of technology underscore the need for tailored strategies that take into consideration a variety of tastes and ensure that every student may benefit from these tools to improve their learning. These findings can guide UWTSD as it navigates the quickly changing educational technology ecosystem and makes decisions about how best to use digital technologies to improve student accomplishment.
[bookmark: _Toc142408297]Conclusion
The study also looked at the use and perception of digital technology by students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD). The study’s findings underlined the dynamic engagement of digital technology in students’ academic journeys by introducing a variety of preferences and experiences. While some students like the simplicity and opportunity for collaboration that contemporary technologies provide, others find them challenging or prefer the more traditional techniques. The findings demonstrate how important it is to provide all children with adequate assistance and teaching so they can make effective use of digital technology. These observations support UWTSD’s ongoing efforts to improve educational quality and student accomplishment while adjusting to the digital world.
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	Questions 

	1.      What is your gender?

	Male

	Female

	Others

	Prefer not to say

	2.       What is your age group?

	18 -30

	[bookmark: RANGE!A10]30 - 50

	 

	I frequently use digital tools for accessing course materials and resources.

	Strongly Disagree

	Disagree

	Neutral

	Agree

	Strongly Agree

	Digital tools enhance my ability to collaborate with peers on academic projects

	Strongly Disagree

	Disagree

	Neutral

	Agree

	Strongly Agree

	I find digital communication tools (e.g., email, messaging apps) effective for interacting with professors and fellow students.

	Strongly agrees

	Agree

	Neutral

	Disagree

	Strongly disagrees

	Online research and databases are essential for my academic assignments.

	Strongly Disagree

	Disagree

	Neutral

	Agree

	Strongly Agree

	I feel confident in my ability to navigate and use a variety of digital tools for academic purposes

	Strongly Disagree

	Disagree

	Neutral

	Agree

	Strongly Agree

	 

	Digital tools provide flexibility in how I manage my study schedule and coursework

	Strongly agrees

	Agree

	Neutral

	Disagree

	Strongly disagrees

	Social media platforms play a positive role in enhancing my learning experience.

	Strongly Disagree

	Disagree

	Neutral

	Agree

	Strongly Agree

	 Overall, I believe that digital tools enhance my academic experience at UWTSD.

	Strongly agrees

	Agree

	Neutral

	Disagree

	Strongly disagrees





Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neutral	Agree	Strongly Agree	4	5	1	3	7	




Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neutral	Agree	Strongly Agree	7	10	0	2	1	




Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neutral	Agree	Strongly Agree	4	5	1	3	7	




Strongly agrees	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagrees	7	2	0	9	2	




Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neutral	Agree	Strongly Agree	3	5	2	6	4	



Strongly agrees	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagrees	5	4	2	6	3	




Male	Female	Others	Prefer not to say	12	8	0	0	



18 -30	30 - 50	8	12	



Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neutral	Agree	Strongly Agree	10	7	0	1	2	




Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neutral	Agree	Strongly Agree	5	4	1	7	3	




Strongly agrees	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagrees	5	5	6	2	2	


