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This is the area placement of the site today:[image: ]
It demonstrates many influences from other eras, and this includes the reconstruction of the nearby castle many times.
I visited Caerleon on 14th February 2020. The visit included:
A walk round the Amphitheatre, the Barracks, the castle walls and the Baths, plus a lecture on its aspects and history
A visit to the site museum
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	Structure
Caerleon exhibits the typical physical structure of Roman amphitheatres, consisting of three aspects:
The Cavea
The Cavea or the seating area has rows of steps in a circular formation and is separated into three levels. These levels correspond to the social situation of the spectators and are built into the main structure. The bottom level is the Ima Cavea and is meant for the upper echelons of society e.g. commanders, leaders and those of an equestrian rank. The media Cavea, the second level, is for the middle classes and the men or publicans. The summa Cavea, the top section, is for women, children and plebeians. 
This wedged seating arrangement or cunei allows the Caerleon amphitheatre to seat approximately 6000 spectators.
The Arena 
The Arena or the event area is for sacrifices, theatre and gladiatorial games, so in modern terms would be called the stage.
The Vomitorium 
This has two areas. The first is the press pit, which is an area for the standing audience. In addition, it includes pathways into the arena for the fighters and animals for the games, as well as the processions for sacrifice.
The name itself comes from the Latin ‘to spew forth’
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	Context
There are many other identified Roman Amphitheatres with similar form and construction “Outside Italy, Roman amphitheatres were built at Nîmes and Arles in France, Pula in Istria (Croatia), and Thysdrus (El Jem) in Africa (Tunisia). The arenas were about 200 to 300 feet (60 to 90 metres) long and about 115 to 200 feet (35 to 60 metres) wide” (Benario, Herbert W. February–March 1981). These structures demonstrate archaeological evidence for the absence of changes in form and usage of amphitheatres throughout the Roman provinces, as one can see from the clear similarities between the previous mentioned structures and the Amphitheatre at Caerleon. That said, the main difference in the structure and usage comes from a military context allowing it to adapted for a frontier area. It is likely to have been adapted for the area’s social rules, religious (festivals and sacrifice) needs or the materials available for construction of the site.
The amphitheatre at Caerleon is 184 feet long by 136 feet wide and could seat over 6000 people.
Construction
For majority of amphitheatres, there is a high level of engineering skill used for their construction. Unlike the more monumental structures, such as the Coliseum in Rome, the Caerleon amphitheatre does not have an elaborate structure of tunnels. The design has been adapted for a frontier. For the actual construction itself, it is dug into the site like a bowl pit, the excess earth used as a base for the seating which is bricked in and a wooden seating area placed on top. This is accompanied by the placement of a royal box and a shrine for Adrestia the goddess who looked after the games. The seating was also divided up into several sections by pathways leading to the arena. All this work was completed by the occupying legion, demonstrating the level of construction expertise the Roman army was famed for.


	
	
	Introduction
The site
The site of Caerleon is significant. It was established in 74 CE as a Roman legionary fortress or castra. The Romans named the site Isca after the nearby river Usk. The Roman occupation of the site/area around Caerleon was occupied from 75 CE to 300 CE. Established by Legio II Augusta or the second legion of the Roman Army, their military emblem being the Capricorn. The site itself became a testament to Roman control in Britain after the invasion under Emperor Claudius in 43CE.
[image: ]
	There is clear archeological evidence of Roman architectural culture including the Amphitheatre, Baths (thermae), fortifications and barracks. These were created by the occupying Legio II Augusta legion.
The original Roman fort was replaced by a Norman motte and bailey castle. The area, encompassing 12 acres of land, held the barracks, training area, baths and armory for the majority of the force stationed there. The main building, thought to have been on the same site as the present castle, would have housed the head of the legion and his staff.
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	History
The amphitheatre was built around 90 CE. It is sited outside of the walls of the main Norman castle in the area of the original Roman parade ground. Its presence reflects the expansion of Roman control in Britain at that time. The acts that took place on the site/ fortress included gladiator battles, military parades and animal hunts. These were seen commonly in most Roman amphitheatres from the mid-Roman republic onward, circa first to second century BCE. However, on this site there is also evidence of Welsh carvings which show that there is a convergence of Welsh and Roman culture. A Roman amphitheatre is a monumental public structure, with often circular/oval shaping of a central arena with concentric stepped seating. The seating, placement and actions in the amphitheatre demonstrate a microcosm in Roman Society.
Amphitheatre means “theatre with seats on all sides” in Greek
Use
The main uses of the stadium included gladiatorial combat (trained fighter vs trained fighter), Venationes (man vs beast or beast vs beast) and executions. There is much debate on the origin of gladiatorial combat from Etruscan or Campania influences but is widely seen in Roman literature and art. Venationes included animals such as bears, boar and possibly wolves. The execution of criminals was through a fight to the death. These types of events clearly distinguished the use of the stadium from other monumental structures e.g. Hippodromes built for racing, stadia and athletics as well as regular theatres which where semicircular in nature. 
	
	
	Long after the Caerleon site was abandoned by the Romans, the amphitheatre was attributed to the Arthurian legend. Geoffrey of Monmouth, a 12th century scholar, stated “this site, due to the description found in the earliest writings of the legend, is a likely point for the crowning of King Arthur and the Amphitheatre was the remains of the round table and the kings main court” (Michael Faletra, 2008).
Approximately 230 Roman Amphitheatres have been found to date and they are distributed throughout the Roman empire.
Roman Amphitheatres
Origins
	
	


The origin of the structure is Italic or Etrusco-Campanian. There is little change in form or use of the main structure throughout the empire. The earliest known Amphitheatre is seen in Pompeii (80 CE) with the arena in a dug-out area, with bricked and wooden seating and a raised box. There is seating for approximately 20,000 people. These structures became known for their oval shape and scale. 
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