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Workshop and shows on Chinese Traditional Culture Picture Book Creation

1. Project Proposal

[bookmark: OLE_LINK72][bookmark: _Hlk112036582]Introduction
This is a teaching research project concerning the practice of picture books creation for art and design majors in universities.

The Central Office and State Office of China issued Opinions on Comprehensively Strengthening and Improving Aesthetic Education in Schools in the New Era in 2020, and the Art Education Committee of the China Artists' Association recently hosted an academic forum titled "The Road to Aesthetic Education for the Future." The conference adopted and disseminated the "Aesthetic Education Action Declaration," which advocates the construction of an interactive and interconnected framework for aesthetic education on three levels: consensus, fundamental principles, and action plans. Associations, social organisations, and markets at all levels have responded accordingly to execute General Secretary Xi Jinping's key education statement and the spirit of the National Education Conference.( Editorial Department of China painting and calligraphy net, 2020)

As a significant component of national identity education, traditional cultural identity education has become an essential topic for early education initiatives in China. Picture books, as a publication form which is rich in graphics and text, have an educational function and significance, taking into mind the goal of aesthetic instruction.
As already known from prior research, picture books have steadily become a significant resource for early childhood education in China, being recognized and selected by parents and early education institutions, as well as being frequently cited in national initiatives. From January through September of 2019, the retail market for children's books in China rose at a 17.20% annual pace, maintaining positive growth. The children's literature category and the cartoon/comic/picture book category remain the two sections with a larger share of the overall children's book market, whereas cartoon/comic/illustrated books have achieved better growth with more introduced series of bestsellers and are gradually rising; since 2016, the proportion of cartoon/comic/illustrated book yardage has grown significantly faster than that of children's science encyclopaedias. Currently, China's children's book market accounts for 26%, or about a quarter of the market share; compared to the global children's book market data, where children's books account for more than 30% or even more than 40% in the vast majority of English-language countries, China's children's book market still has room for growth. In light of these policies and cultural trends, there is still a substantial demand for the creation of picture books. Traditional cultural subjects are likewise in high demand among authors.(CCBF,2019)

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102]The author teaches in art and design courses at a comprehensive university, which has made the design of picture books a required course for third-year students and categorized picture books as one of the forms that can be chosen for the presentation of degree work. Since 2019, the author has supervised four sessions of degree picture book works. The university has for many years investigated the aesthetics and design principles of traditional Chinese culture and it has spent a great deal of time researching it. For the past several years, "intangible cultural heritage" has served as the primary inspiration for the designs used in the institution’s graduation shows. Several issues have surfaced as a result of the requirements of the job as well as the personal research routes that have been taken.

1. How might traditional picture books be utilized to help youngsters establish their traditional cultural identities? What are the key distinctions between approaches used at domestic environment and abroad?
2. How can an effective framework for the teaching of picture books be established in response to national calls and the requirements of policy?
3. What distinguishes the picture books that were created by students in China and the UK who utilised picture books as their final projects in art disciplines?
4. What are the connections between the study of children's literature in higher education settings and commercial publishing?

The project will be an exhibition of teaching techniques comprised of a compilation and evaluation of student works from the university where the instructors taught between 2019 and 2024. Tutors who teach picture books at the college will be interviewed, and the college's picture book design teaching system will serve as the axis for presenting students' creations and teachers' teaching notes and observations. Based on the author's dual identities as creator and educator, this review will enrich my professional investigation, contribute to the development of my future work, and serve as a substantial, long-term personal development activity.


1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK84][bookmark: OLE_LINK85]Project aims and objectives

[bookmark: OLE_LINK103]Overall aim: To construct an appropriate programme for teaching picture books in line with the actual needs of the institution.

Objectives: 
1. By comparing the works of Chinese and British students, reflecting on them, and following up on their creative processes, seeking a breakthrough in the integration of traditional cultural elements into contemporary children's picture book creation, investigate the diverse expression of Chinese culture, and write a research report on the format of picture book courses at universities.
2. Through the teaching review exhibition, compile and consider more effective teaching strategies for picture book production within the context of traditional cultural themes, and address various issues with the current teaching: ① The works of students do not convert well into award-winning results. ②The progress of students is slowed, they are fastidious, and their work is of poor quality. ③ a gap between educational outcomes and market demand is existing.
3. To systematise the teaching of picture books at the universities, improve the teaching standard and the quality of student works, and establish a win-win situation for students' personal development and teaching outcomes.


1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK86]Research design: Methodologies and methods

The design thoughts of the whole project is shown in the image below
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Fig.1 Research design

[bookmark: OLE_LINK127][bookmark: OLE_LINK129][bookmark: OLE_LINK132][bookmark: OLE_LINK133][bookmark: OLE_LINK134]The topic of picture book design encompasses a wide range of disciplines. It includes reading research, publishing research, children's literature, etc. In addition to knowledge of children's book marketing studies, children's perception studies, emotion research, etc., a refined investigation also incorporates knowledge of these fields. Although picture book studies are regarded a specialist field of study in domestic and even international academic areas, there have been scholars who have explored the existing challenges, development prospects, and roles of domestic picture books from a non-artistic perspective. Such as Miaomiao Chen's "Transformation of traditional culture into picture books: problems and strategies" (Chen, 2018, pp.16-23) and "Content supply: an analysis of the key factors limiting the 'going abroad' of Chinese children's books - using traditional culture picture books as an example,"(Chen and Zhao, 2019, pp.18-21). In the two articles, text value, text presentation, and text content are the focal points. In addition, they propose certain ways for the change of traditional culture picture books based on the cognitive reading process of children. Some master's and doctor’s degree dissertations, for instance, investigate traditional Chinese culture-themed picture books by examining design concepts, market usage, etc. In addition, papers such as 'From Going Out' to 'Going In': An Empirical Study of the Differences between Chinese Export Books and Local Reading Orientation in the United States (Li and Deng,2018, pp.58-63), 'A Study of the Overseas Dissemination of Chinese Children's Books —The study of the overseas distribution of Chinese children's books - using Amazon.com data as a base'(Zhang, Wang and Deng,2017, pp. 23-26), and other empirical research articles offer quantitative methods of data analysis that provide informative data. Despite the paucity of literature from the perspective of artists and educators, these publications from other disciplines give rich, empirically valid material and a broad perspective, allowing this thorough disciplinary background study to build on a systematic literature review.

Literature review and synthesis can disclose techniques proposed by earlier writers for addressing current problems, as well as highlight unfilled research gaps. This project will largely employ a case study technique to classify and organise student final designs from prior years, with an emphasis on gathering process texts and student work for future instruction. As the purpose of this study is to investigate design education, interviews will also be performed with college instructors who have taken courses in illustrated design. The interviews will concentrate on teaching sentiments, tutorial experiences, process obstacles, and thoughts. The examination of the interview texts will be paired with the analysis of the students’ works in order to confirm the deficiencies of the current situation in the interaction between teaching and learning, as well as to seek inspiration and devise solutions.

The whole project tends to be organised to review and develop a curriculum system that fits the specific situation of our institution, using a multidisciplinary research approach. The overall research approach will be rooted in the grounded theory. As both creator and teacher, the author's own experiences and educational background are related to art, and the pedagogical design has been carried out from an artistic perspective, trying to present a loose and poetic feeling, but finding that the students' absorption and output of the course content does not match the ideal. From the many practice projects that have been run, (a review of these projects is mainly presented in the video assignments section) individual creation is not a black and white affair, once the work is created it becomes the only option for the ontology. Chinese universities have social practice courses and these social practice teams are usually led by instructors who rarely have an artistic background and vision. When an instructor with a non-art background takes students to the countryside for a rural wall-painting project, his leadership position is mainly in the deployment and regulation of staff. Similarly tutors organise exhibitions of the results. Their perspective and thinking is completely different from that of a specialist teacher with an art background. As a professional teacher with an art discipline background, the author is often directly involved in the design process when leading social practice teams on projects such as rural wall painting. While this process certainly inspired the students in their role as creators themselves in the creative process, it also cut into their personal initiative.

In Chinese universities, teachers are expected to be highly sensitive and ethical, which goes beyond what is required of the creator, as any output needs to be able to effectively influence the target audience (the students) and be able to guide them in the so-called 'right' way.

Throughout the course of the research, the author has discovered that if a programme is designed for the purpose of picture book creation, the vision of art is simply one component of the programme, and it is a component that is both complex and ambiguous in its orientation. A study of picture books conducted from a single standpoint (such as visual representation) might very rapidly result in a scenario that is one-sided and uninformative. In the light of my current life plans, I have decided to take the position of educator as the first priority and to use the creator as empirical support. The pedagogical design under this identity will carry the perspective of the creator, but will also require the high-standing position of the educator. This project, as an adjunct to the practical content of the Dprof course, will provide empirical evidence of teaching cases to explore the feasibility of the final strategy with pedagogical experiments.

1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK88]Data analysis of research and ethic issues

The project is in the planning stage and as the research is carried out according to the grounded theory idea, the primary data materials that may be used are:

①Students' degree designs, coursework and process materials
② Student interviews (both current and former graduated students, Chinese and UK students)
③ Interviews with course instructors
④ Interviews with industry professionals (including those involved in picture book publishing, picture book creators, picture book sales and marketing)

While some macro-level data can be obtained through existing research and public databases, obtaining targeted information needs to be done from people within reach. The significance of in-depth interviews is to see the smallest detail and to serve the case design strategy with case studies. In terms of research ethics, informed consent is obtained prior to conducting the interview, the information obtained is used only for the textual analysis and illustrative parts of the study, and the privacy of the interviewee is safeguarded.

The information collected will address different issues depending on the subject of the interview. For example, teachers will be interviewed about their experiences of the teaching process, students may be interviewed about their experiences of design and the learning process, and industry personnel will be interviewed about their experiences of obtaining information. Therefore, the data will be processed in different ways for each type of interview. For example, textual analysis, inductive deduction, etc.

As mentioned in the previous section, I planned to visit schools such as Goldsmiths and Cambridge during my stay in the UK and interview the students and teachers I met. In the process, I found that there are some differences between the teaching objectives and teaching processes in the UK and China. For example, the time set for the final project and the outcome requirements. These specific visits injected an international perspective into the project and opened up some ideas for detailed setting. Exposure to the university teaching system requires a certain level of theoretical sophistication as well as human resources, and the author will do his best in this regard and sort out the points worthy of comparison, asking for evidence from the more accessible information.

1. Conclusion

This project will serve as an empirical supplement to the research on art and design teaching, from the perspective of a pedagogue with an art background, using interdisciplinary research methods, using literature systematic review, in-depth interviews and practical cases as examples, listing the author's understanding of the teaching of picture books and specific practices, with the main aim of sorting out and constructing suitable teaching methods in universities to complete the thesis and planning the exhibition project. It will be of great importance to the development of the subject in the institute where the author work.

Picture books are a comprehensive art that encompasses psychology, aesthetics, philosophy, pedagogy and so on, and has no boundaries of its own, touching on almost all disciplines and fields. As educators, we must strive to become 'miscellaneous', to become sensually rich, and to lead our students to a higher level of vision. shape and guide students in shaping appropriate works for their readers.
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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Chenyang Zhou

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☐	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☒


	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	Wales Institute of Science and Art


	4
	Campus:
	Swansea


	5
	E-mail address:
	2114105@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	+4407536240699


	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2114105

	8
	Programme of Study:
	PROFDOC Art & Design programme

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Robert Charters






SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☒	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒
	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☐

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	Strategy and development of children's picture book design in traditional Chinese culture from an art teaching perspective

	[bookmark: _Hlk112041064]2
	Proposed start date:
	01/08/2022
	Proposed end date:
	01/05/2024

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity
[bookmark: OLE_LINK100][bookmark: OLE_LINK101]This is a teaching research project concerning the practice of picture books creation for art and design majors in universities.This project will serve as an empirical supplement to the research on art and design teaching, from the perspective of a pedagogue with an art background, using interdisciplinary research methods, using literature systematic review, in-depth interviews and practical cases as examples, listing the author's understanding of the teaching of picture books and specific practices, with the main aim of sorting out and constructing suitable teaching methods in universities to complete the thesis and planning the exhibition project. It will be of great importance to the development of the subject in the institute where the author work.



	4
	Research Question
The author teaches in art and design courses at a comprehensive university, which has made the design of picture books a required course for third-year students and categorized picture books as one of the forms that can be chosen for the presentation of degree work. Since 2019, the author has supervised four sessions of degree picture book works. The university has for many years investigated the aesthetics and design principles of traditional Chinese culture and it has spent a great deal of time researching it. For the past several years, "intangible cultural heritage" has served as the primary inspiration for the designs used in the institution’s graduation shows. Several issues have surfaced as a result of the requirements of the job as well as the personal research routes that have been taken.

1.	How might traditional picture books be utilized to help youngsters establish their traditional cultural identities? What are the key distinctions between approaches used at domestic environment and abroad?
2.	How can an effective framework for the teaching of picture books be established in response to national calls and the requirements of policy?
3.	What distinguishes the picture books that were created by students in China and the UK who utilised picture books as their final projects in art disciplines?
4.	What are the connections between the study of children's literature in higher education settings and commercial publishing?



	5
	Aims of Research Activity
To construct an appropriate programme for teaching picture books in line with the actual needs of the institution.




	6
	Objectives of Research Activity
1.By comparing the works of Chinese and British students, reflecting on them, and following up on their creative processes, seeking a breakthrough in the integration of traditional cultural elements into contemporary children's picture book creation, investigate the diverse expression of Chinese culture, and write a research report on the format of picture book courses at universities.
2.Through the teaching review exhibition, compile and consider more effective teaching strategies for picture book production within the context of traditional cultural themes, and address various issues with the current teaching: ① The works of students do not convert well into award-winning results. ②The progress of students is slowed, they are fastidious, and their work is of poor quality. ③ a gap between educational outcomes and market demand is existing.
3. To systematise the teaching of picture books at the universities, improve the teaching standard and the quality of student works, and establish a win-win situation for students' personal development and teaching outcomes.




	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	Literature review and synthesis can disclose techniques proposed by earlier writers for addressing current problems, as well as highlight unfilled research gaps. This project will largely employ a case study technique to classify and organise student final designs from prior years, with an emphasis on gathering process texts and student work for future instruction. As the purpose of this study is to investigate design education, interviews will also be performed with college instructors who have taken courses in illustrated design. The interviews will concentrate on teaching sentiments, tutorial experiences, process obstacles, and thoughts. The examination of the interview texts will be paired with the analysis of the students’ works in order to confirm the deficiencies of the current situation in the interaction between teaching and learning, as well as to seek inspiration and devise solutions.




	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	China and the UK

 

	[bookmark: _Hlk112044219]
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	The research conforms to China's national conditions and national policies, and studies the teaching methods of picture book creation in the traditional cultural background. There is no moral interference to the country and the United Kingdom and no behavior beyond the moral regulations.
 



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☒
	☐

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☒
	☐

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK104]Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:


 
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	Approx. 40


 

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	1. Current ungraduated students and former graduated students, Chinese and UK students included
2. Course instructors in universities




	12
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK107]How will you identify the participants?
	The Chinese students will be mainly those who have been guided by me and my colleagues. The UK students will be interviewed when I visit the UK universities’ graduation exhibition.
Interviews with teachers will be conducted among teachers who have taught picture book design in the universities.







	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK108]Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☒

	
	
	No
	☐

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:
The participants of this study may include students and teachers of art colleges and universities. The main content is mainly the feelings, creation and teaching experience of the picture book creation teaching process, and there is no risk of involving sensitive information. During the interview, in order to obtain more valuable information in the process of data processing, the participants' gender, work, study grade and other information may be accessed.

 
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:
Before participating in the study, the participants were clearly informed of the use of data and interview information. The data and interview information are only for academic research and will be properly stored in the encryption device




	[bookmark: _Hlk112045165]3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	There is no such situation. Participants will be informed in detail before the interview and exhibition of student works


(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK117]Risk to the investigator:
There is no corresponding risk for the investigator


(this box should expand as you type)
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK118]How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:
Keep exercising to keep physical and psychological healthy


(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK124]The research will improve the teaching quality of the college. Moreover, transnational learning will also provide some international perspectives and comparative studies. Due to the epidemic situation, the school's equipment and resources are not used, and the storage of information and data is irrelevant to the school.


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:
This study does not require the use of school equipment and resources, so the listed risks are not found. See relevant columns for the storage risk of data


(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:
Waste of paper may be caused in the research, and attention shall be paid to the recycling and cleaning of display materials when planning the exhibition


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:
If possible, use paperless means to confirm relevant information, assign personnel during the exhibition operation, and pay attention to the classification and recycling of exhibition materials


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	The completion of the dissertation is a form and a time node. If the exhibition of student assignments and teaching materials is involved, the relevant images and video materials will be published on the WeChat official account or some news reports. These pathways will be forwarded to the participants.



	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	Participants will sign informed consent before participating in the study. The informed consent will inform the relevant contents of the study, such as the purpose of the data, the way and purpose of the study, so as to ensure that the participants are completely willing to participate in the study. If it is impossible to complete the informed consent form by signing, such as conducting some online interviews, the participants' permission to participate in the study will also be obtained by means of screenshots


	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	If a questionnaire is required in the study, the questionnaire will be conducted anonymously
If the interview data needs to be analyzed, the interviewees will be coded. Targeted and named materials will not appear in the published research.

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☒
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	The interview contents shall be recorded during the interview. If the final practice content needs to be presented in the form of an exhibition, some image materials need to be collected to meet the needs of the exhibition. These contents will be explained to the respondents in the informed consent form



	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	☒

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☒
	☐

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK122]The data of this study will be stored in an encrypted device. Documents and paper materials signed by some participants will be kept properly. Except for research related personnel (researchers, research participants, doctoral tutors), it is not allowed to access the data of the experiment. All names involved in the interview will be replaced by codes




	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	[bookmark: _Hlk112047879]16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☒
	☐

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	[bookmark: _Hlk112043816]20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK119]If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	As this study is conducted in China and the United Kingdom, it is inevitable that the data will enter and leave the United Kingdom. As described above, The data of this study will be stored in an encrypted device. Documents and paper materials signed by some participants will be kept properly. Except for research related personnel (researchers, research participants, doctoral tutors), it is not allowed to access the data of the experiment. All names involved in the interview will be replaced by codes




	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK123]Researcher and the supervisors


	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	Researcher



	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	The data will be stored in the personal computer, the files will be encrypted, and the computer will set the boot password. The paper materials will be stored in the researcher's home and locked after detailed filing



	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	The storage of information and data is irrelevant to the school. So no data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository.



	26
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK112]Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	Chenyang Zhou
	Date:
22/08/22



For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Robert Charters
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☒
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☒
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK90]You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.

	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



[bookmark: OLE_LINK89]This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/
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