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AIM(S)
· to provide students with a systematic understanding of the content, context, cultural and historical importance of a selection of medieval prose texts relating to Wales;
· to familiarise students with the key themes, theories and concepts that have been proposed in relation to these texts and encourage them to evaluate these ideas.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should:  
 
· possess a detailed knowledge and appreciation of a selection of medieval prose texts relating to Wales;
· be able to critically analyse, interpret and evaluate specific examples of primary medieval sources and the hypotheses proposed about these texts in a range of secondary sources;
· be able transmit their understanding and knowledge of key aspects of these medieval texts orally in class and textually in written coursework.
INDICATIVE CONTENT
This module introduces students to the history and culture of medieval Wales via a study of prose texts from different genres. Students are not expected to read Middle Welsh or Latin as the texts will be studied in translation.

Having discussed the development of Welsh literature from the early medieval period and outlined some of the key historical events throughout the Middle Ages, students will be introduced to the texts that will be studied during the module and the different periods and genres to be discussed. The module will familiarise students with some of the most important manuscripts written in the Welsh language and consider issues relating to their production, sponsorship, transmission and usage. The module will explore the interaction between religious and secular communities in medieval Wales and the importance of scriptoria at monastic sites such as Strata Florida and Valle Crucis. Students will explore in detail the Four Branches of the Mabinogi and consider issues relating to dating these native prose tales, characterization, style, structure and literary motifs. The module will also consider the figure of Arthur in medieval Welsh literature and the concept of the mab darogan (the son of prophecy). The relationship between the Welsh and French Romances and the influence of Geoffrey of Monmouth’s History of the Kings of Britain on Arthurian tales will be discussed. Other concepts to be considered will be medieval chivalry and key medical ideas such as the four humours and a selection of medicinal recipes associated with the Physicians of Myddfai. Native medieval Welsh law texts and what they reveal about social status, the ruler and his court, murder, insult, marriage and divorce will also be studied. The importance of religious texts in medieval Wales and the traditions associated with a selection of Welsh saints will also be considered.


LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures/seminars: The module has ten teaching weeks. Within this, each week has three hours. The first one-hour session adopts a fairly formal lecture format in which the module convenor introduces important information about each week’s theme (i.e. a particular medieval text or thematic topic). These lectures are then followed up later in the week by a two-hour session geared more towards student involvement: the aim of these sessions is for students to analyse, interpret and discuss source materials in some depth and students will also present their oral presentations to the rest of the group during these sessions.

Guided independent study: This allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s) (e.g. preparation for lectures and seminars, follow-up work, background reading, revision, preparation for and completion of assessment tasks). 
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	35
	17.5%

	Independent learning
	165
	82.5%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 20%

Oral presentation relating to one of the texts or topics studied on the module. The presentation should last for 20 minutes and be accompanied by a Powerpoint programme and/or hardcopy handout.

Exemplar: Select a character from The Mabinogion and critically analyse the role played by this character in the tale(s). In your presentation you should consider the techniques of characterisation employed by the medieval author; dialogue, monologue, physical description, use of linguistic formulae, oral tradition and stylistic features; how the character interacts with other characters, their centrality to the plot, purpose and motivations, as well as their wider literary context.

Assessment Component 2 – 80%

One 4,000-word essay 

Exemplar: What light do the medical texts associated with the Physicians of Myddfai in the Red Book of Hergest shed on medieval medicine in Wales? Analyse the principal medical concepts and a selection of the medical recipes preserved in this manuscript.

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%









EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes


	
	

	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

The module encourages students to take an interest in the unique cultural heritage of Wales and fosters an understanding of native myths and legends, such as the Mabinogion, as well as the historical development of communities within Wales (including religious and secular communities and how they regularly interacted). Manuscript transmission and preservation will also be addressed in the module and a number of key artefacts and sites, as well as Welsh ‘treasures’ will be highlighted and their cultural importance explained.
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Individual bibliographies on the texts studied are also made available to students.
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