When it comes to conducting practical legal research, electronic resources offer a multitude of advantages that can greatly enhance your efficiency and effectiveness. These resources provide quick and convenient access to a vast array of legal information, saving you valuable time and effort. With just a few clicks, you can access an extensive collection of legal materials, including case law, statutes, regulations and legal commentary.  One of the primary advantages of electronic resources is their ability to provide instant access to a wealth of legal information. Gone are the days of flipping through countless pages of physical books or manually searching through sacks of documents. With electronic platforms, you can easily search for specific keywords or phrases, making it significantly faster to find relevant materials. This efficient search capability allows you to focus more on analysing the information rather than spending excessive time on the search process itself (Lawsociety, 2019).
One disadvantage of relying solely on electronic resources for legal research is that it may provide instant access but can sometimes lack the depth and reliability of traditional print resources. While electronic resources offer convenience and quick results, they may not always provide comprehensive or up to date information. Unlike print resources, electronic resources can be easily edited, updated, or removed, which can lead to inaccuracies or incomplete information. Additionally, the vast amount of information available online can make it challenging to determine the credibility and reliability of sources. Furthermore, the reliance on electronic resources for legal research may limit access to certain materials that are not available digitally. Some older or more specialised resources may only be accessible in print form, which can restrict the depth and breadth of research.
In addition to time-saving benefits, electronic resources also offer cost-effectiveness. Physical copies of legal materials can be expensive to purchase and maintain, especially considering the ever-evolving nature of law. By utilising electronic resources, you can access a wide range of legal materials at a fraction of the cost. On the other hand, traditional print resources, while they may have upfront costs, don’t typically require ongoing subscription fees or internet connectivity. They can be a one-time investment that provides long-term access to legal information.
Another advantage of electronic resources is the availability of multimedia content. Some platforms offer videos or audio recordings of legal proceedings, such as court hearings or oral arguments. This multimedia content provides valuable context and allows you to witness legal arguments and discussions firsthand. While multimedia content, such as videos or interactive presentations can enhance the learning experience, there are a few things to consider (Brown, 2023). A disadvantage is that multimedia content may not always provide the same level of depth and detail as traditional written resources. Legal concepts and cases may be complex, and sometimes a comprehensive written analysis is necessary to fully understand the intricacies. The reliability and accuracy of multimedia content can also sometimes be a concern. Unlike written resources, multimedia content can be more subjective and open to interpretation (Ofcom, 2022). While multimedia content can be engaging, its important to consider its limitations and use it in conjunction with other reliable written resources for a well-rounded legal research experience.
One significant benefit of electronic resources is environmental impact. Traditional paper based research often requires printing out numerous cases, statutes and articles, resulting in a significant amount of paper waste. By accessing legal materials digitally, researchers can eliminate the need for physical printing, thus conserving trees and reducing the carbon footprint associated with paper production. In addition to saving paper, electronic resources also contribute to reducing energy consumption. The process of manufacturing paper involves such harvesting, transportation and processing. By minimising the demand for paper, electronic research reduces the energy required for these processes, leading to a decrease in greenhouse gas emissions and overall energy consumption (Moodie, 2014).
Electronic resources offer the advantage of remote resources. Researchers can access legal materials from their computer or mobile devices, eliminating the need for physical travel to libraries or legal repositories. This not only saves times and resources but also reduces carbon emissions associated with transportation, contributing to a greener and more sustainable research process (Parliament, 2023) By embracing electronic resources for legal research, individuals can make a positive impact on the environment by conserving resources, reducing energy consumption, minimising waste and lowering emissions. (Benson, 2019). 
While electronic resources offer many benefits, their usage contributes to the consumption of energy and the production of electronic waste, making electronic resources a potential disadvantage. The energy required to power servers, data centers and the devices we use to access electronic resources can have significant environmental footprint. The electricity used to run these systems often comes from non-renewable sources, such as fossil fuels, which contribute to greenhouse gas emissions and climate change. Additionally, the production and disposal of electronic devices can have adverse environmental effects. The manufacturing process of electronic devices involves the extraction of raw materials, which can lead to habitat destruction, pollution and the depletion of natural resources. Moreover, improper disposal of electronic waste can result in harmful chemicals leaching into the environment, posing risks to the ecosystems and human health.
The ability to access legal materials from anywhere in the world is one of the biggest advantages of electronic resources. With just an internet connection, researchers can tap into a vast array of legal databases, online libraries and digital repositories, regardless of their physical location. This global access opens up a world of opportunities for legal researchers. It eliminates geographical barriers and allows individuals to explore legal perspectives and resources from different jurisdictions, cultures and legal systems. Researchers can gain insights into international laws, comparative legal analysis and cross border legal issues with ease.
Electronic resources provide access to up to date and real time information. Legal databases and online platforms are regularly updated, ensuring researchers have access to the latest legal developments, case law, statutes and scholarly articles from around the globe. This dynamic and current information empowers researchers to stay informed about legal trends, changes and emerging issues worldwide.
Global access to electronic resources also fosters collaboration and knowledge sharing among legal professionals any where in the world. Researchers can connect with colleagues and experts from different countries engaging in discussions, sharing insights and even collaborating on research projects. This global network of legal minds enhances the exchange of ideas and promotes a deeper understanding of legal concepts and practices worldwide.
When it comes to practical legal research, there are indeed advantages to using non-electronic resources. While electronic resources offer convenience, non-electronic resources have their own unique benefits. One advantage is the depth and comprehensive of non-electronic resources. Books, legal journals and physical libraries often contain in-depth analysis, historical perspectives and detailed commentary that may not be readily available in electronic formats. These resources can provide a more comprehensive understanding of legal concepts and cases. Additionally, non-electronic resources can offer a sense of tangibility and reliability. Holding a physical book or document can provide a different level of trust and confidence in the information it contains. It allows for easier annotation, highlighting and cross referencing, which can be beneficial during the research process.
One benefit of using a book for legal research is that it can provide a more focused and comprehensive approach. Books are often written by experts in their field and offer in-depth analysis, commentary and case summaries (Widdison, 1997). They can provide a solid foundation of knowledge on a specific legal topic, which can be helpful when conducting research. Another advantage is that books can be beneficial for offline research, if you don’t have access to the internet or prefer to work without distractions, having a physical book can be convenient. You can easily highlight and make notes in the margins, allowing you to engage with the material in a more tactile way. However, it is important to note that finding legal research solely using a book can have limitations. Physical books and journals may not always reflect the most current legal developments, as they can take time to be published and distributed. On the other hand, electronic resources can be updated regularly to include the latest cases, statutes and legal commentary (Law, 2023).
Non electronic resources can sometimes offer a more personalised and human touch. Interacting with librarians or legal experts in person can provide valuable insights, guidance and recommendations that may not be easily replicated through electronic means (Inner Temple Library, 2021). Non-electronic resources can be limited in terms of accessibility. Physical books and journals may only be available in certain libraries or locations, which can make it difficult to access the information you need, especially if you’re not in close proximity to those resources. Electronic resources on the other hand can be accessed from anywhere with an internet connection, providing greater convenience and flexibility. 
Another advantage is the potential for serendipitous discoveries. When browsing through physical resources, you may stumble upon relevant information or cases that you wouldn’t have come across in the targeted electronic search. This element of surprise can lead to new insights and perspectives that enrich your research. With non-electronic resources you’re limited to the information in front of you. You might not stumble upon related or relevant materials that you didn’t initially intend to search for. On the other hand, electronic resources often provide suggestions, related articles or recommended readings that can lead to further serendipitous discoveries. They can offer a more interconnected and expansive platform for exploration.
Non-electronic resources such as physical books or documents can offer a higher level of confidentiality, unlike electronic resources, which can be vulnerable to hacking or unauthorised access. Non-electronic resources can be kept securely in a private place, this can be particularly important when dealing with sensitive or confidential information. Additionally, non-electronic resources don’t leave a digital footprint. With electronic resources, there is always a chance of someone being able to track or trace your research activities. Non-electronic resources have no digital trails, providing an extra layer of confidentiality. One disadvantage is physical books or documents can be misplaced, damaged, lost or destroyed over time. This can result in the loss of valuable information and make it difficult to retrieve or replace the resources. Electronic resources can be saved on a hard drive, also saved on multiple devices in case one is lost (Commonslibrary, 2023).
Using both non-electronic and electronic devices for legal research has its benefits. Non-electronic devices such as books and printed materials can provide a more traditional and tangible experience. They allow you to physically highlight and annotate important information, making it easier to navigate and reference later on. On the other hand, electronic devices like computers and online databases offer convenience and efficiency. They provide quick access to vast amounts of information, allow for easy keywords and often have advanced search functionalities. When it comes to legal research, non-electronic resources do have some disadvantages. One major drawback is the limited access to up to date information. Legal statutes, cases and regulations are constantly evolving and relying solely on non-electronic resources may result in outdated or incomplete information. Additionally, non-electronic resources can be time consuming to search through, as you may need to manually flip through pages or browse through physical libraries. Another challenge is the lack of searchability and keyword functionality, making it harder to find specific information efficiently. Lastly, non-electronic resources can be expensive to acquire and maintain, especially when it comes to legal textbooks or subscribing to legal journals. 
Electronic resources also have some disadvantages when it comes to legal research. One major drawback is the overwhelming amount of information online. With the vastness of the internet, it can be challenging to sift through the abundance of sources and determine their reliability and credibility. Additionally, electronic resources may not always provide comprehensive coverage of legal materials, especially when it comes to older or less commonly referenced cases or statutes. There is also a risk of encountering outdated or inaccurate information online, as anyone can publish content without rigorous fact checking. Moreover, relying solely on electronic resources may limit the development of critical thinking and analytical skills that come from engaging with physical texts and engaging in deeper reading.
By combining both approaches you can take advantage of the strengths of each method and enhance your legal research process. Researchers can ensure a more comprehensive and well-rounded research process. Electronic resources provide the speed and efficiency of accessing a wide range of information, while non electronic resources offer the depth and tactile engagement that can enhance your understanding and analysis of legal materials. Additionally, using both types of resources allows you to cross-reference information and verify its accuracy. By comparing information obtained from electronic sources with that found in non-electronic resources to ensure consistency and reliability. This approach helps mitigate the risk of relying solely on potentially unreliable online content. 
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