‘Creation of the Whites’
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‘Creation of the Whites,’ Yuchi story (as recorded 1987)
It was out upon the ocean. Some sea-foam formed against a big log floating there. Then a person emerged from the sea-foam and crawled out upon the log. He was seen sitting there. Another person crawled up, on the other side of the log. It was a woman. They were whites. Soon the Indians saw them, and at first thought that they were sea-gulls, and they said among themselves, “are they not white people?” Then they made a boat and went out to look at the strangers more closely. 
	Later on the whites were seen in their house-boat. Then they disappeared. 
	In about a year they returned, and there were a great many of them. The Indians talked to them, but they could not understand each other. Then the whites left. But they came back in another year with a great many ships. They approached the Indians and asked if they could come ashore. They said, “Yes.” So the whites landed, but they seemed to be afraid to walk much on the water. They went away again over the sea. 
	This time they were gone only a short time; only three months passed and they came again. They had a box with them and asked the Indians for some earth to fill it. It was given to them as they desired. The first time they ask, they had a square box, and when that was filled, they brought a big shallow box. They filled this one too. Earth was put in them when they were carried aboard the ship, the white men planted seed in them and many things were raised. After they had taken away the shallow box, the whites came back and told the Indians that their land was very strong and fertile. So they asked the Indians to give them a portion of it that they might live on it. The Indians agreed to do it, the whites came to the shore, and they have lived there ever since.
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They amused themselves, using those rattles as they did so, and while they
were there on the shore with them people came across the water to visit them.
These were the white people, and the Indians treated them hospitably, and at that
time they were on very friendly terms with each other. The white people
disappeared, however, and when they did so they left a keg of something which
we now know was whisky. A cup was left with this, and the Indians began
pouring whisky into this cup and smelling of it, all being much pleased with the
odor. Some wentso far astodrink alittle. They became intoxicated and began to
reel and stagger around and butt each other with their heads. Then the white
people came back and the Indians began trading peltries, etc., for things which
the white people had.*




