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  ‘What is the impact of police corruption and misuse of power on both public trust  and the internal cohesion of the police?’ has been chosen as the research topic because police corruption represents a significant challenge to both the rule of law as well as to the foundation of trust built between the public and the police which is crucial in helping them maintain law and order. This topic in particular is especially worthy of being chosen over others for the dissertation as it allows the opportunity to draw reference points and include valuable insights gathered from previous lectures regarding policing as some of the information and research that will be included throughout this dissertation has been explored before during past assignments and lectures and will offer valuable assistance in finding the right topics and sources to support the research. Exploring this specific topic will provide plenty of information into how important it is to ‘’maintain police integrity and trust with the public in an effort to boost public perception and internal security’’ Singh,D. This topic will also provide valuable Insight into how ethical challenges and challenges with police integrity can affect and damage society as well as the functioning process of the justice and criminality systems as a whole. Also, by taking a deeper dive into how corruption within the police is developed, a larger understanding will be formed of effective counter measures and systems that could be put into place to lessen the impact of corruption on society and the criminal justice system or even prevent it entirely.
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Research Question: What is the impact of police corruption and misuse of power on both public trust and the internal cohesion of the police?

The primary aim of this topic is to research and analyse the impact of corruption within the UK police on both public trust as well as the internal cohesion of the police. The objectives that will be fulfilled during the course of this research include:

Objective 1: to identify what the most commonly known forms of corruption are within the police and what are the underlying causes that are responsible.

Objective 2: to research and assess the impact of police corruption on public trust and the public's perception of the police 

Objective 3: to examine the effects of police corruption on the morale and overall operational effectiveness of the police and their ability to carry out their duties 


[bookmark: _Toc1877123685]Theoretical Context
This dissertation will be taking an extensive deep dive into different forms of literature and online resources relating to the police, corruption within the police and the public's perception of the police as an institution. Some of the key literature that we will be including throughout the research and the carrying out of the dissertation into police corruption will include:
Journals: Articles that discuss police corruption and organisational deviance, such as how police corruption is developed over time, what are the main contributers that cause police corruption to occur as well as all the different variations of police corruption that can occur such as ‘’discrimination, excessive force or even abusing their power or authority as police officer for some sort of personal gain.’’ (Punch. M and Gilmour. S, nd).
Textbooks: ‘’ textbooks providing a comprehensive and informative guide into all the possible aspects that are relevant to police corruption and possibly go into detail describing certain challenges created by police corruption such as ‘’undermining the justice system and creating a relationship full of dissatisfaction and mistrust between the police and the public.’’ (Prenzler, 2009) 
Government Reports: A report from the (Independant Police Complaints Commission ,2018) looking into ‘’Corruption in the Police Service in England and Wales’’ sets out to detail the definition of police corruption, a selection of different corruption case studies within the police as well as issues that arise from cases of corruption within the police.
Organisational Strategic Plans:  Strategic plans from policing oversight organisations such as the (Independent Office for Police Conduct 2022), set out to outline and enforce their anti-corruption strategies  such as ‘’making sure the public are aware of the complaints system and not afraid to use it and delivering a high quality performance to improve public relations.’’
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The methodology will be primarily qualitative but also supported by some quantitative data. The methods that could possibly be included are as follows:
In depth interviews: these include interviews conducted with former and current police officers and criminal justice experts in order to gather valuable insights and information into the personal as well as organisation impact of corruption within the police. The reason this specific research and survey method was picked is because in depth interviews are a ‘’versatile and form of qualitative data collection used by researchers that allow individuals to explain in their own words how they interpret the world around them.’’ (Knot, Summers.K. Et al, 2022)

Case Studies: this research and survey method will include analysis of well documented instances of police corruption in the past which will help identify patterns and trends relating to corruption within the police. The reason the research and survey method was chosen was because the case study approach is particularly effective in ‘’allowing in depth, multi-faceted explorations of complex issues in their real-life settings.’’ Crowe,S., Cresswell.,K, Et al. (2011)

Surveys: this research survey method would involve distributing surveys to the general public to get an idea of public perception of police integrity and trust in the police themselves. The reason  this survey research method was chosen was because ‘’questionnaires are a very useful survey tool that allow large populations to be assessed with relative ease.’’ Jones, T.L, Baxter, M.A., and Khanduja,V. (2013)
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There will be two main target samples during the course of this research which will include:
Experts and practitioners: this will include Indvidual's such as retired police officers, criminologists and members of police oversight organisations, bodies and committees who are experienced in the relevant field of work that we are researching and discussing. These experts will be approached and asked to participate in in depth interviews to help gauge a deeper understanding of the topic and the key underlying issues that are related to it.

General public: this will include a broader selection of participants who will be approached and asked to state their opinions on the police and their insights into police corruption. One of the main aims of these surveys will be to include as much diversity as possible such as age, ethnicity and gender in order to capture as wide a range of perspectives as possible and keep the survey method as unbiased and accurate as possible.

By specifically aiming for at least one of these two main targets samples, a gap will be able to be bridged between both professional insight from experts and public opinion which are both equally important in this topic as they will provide a clearer and more comprehensive picture of the impacts of police corruption.
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Surveys: surveys are a particularly effective quantitative research method as they allow the researcher to analyse and collect attitudes and perspectives about a certain topic or issue from across a large population quite easily and effectively with no risk involved. In the context of our topic relating to police corruption and the public’s perception of police corruption, surveys can provide quantitative data and insight into how widespread perceptions of police corruption from within the public are and depending on what types of questions are asked within the surveys the researcher could dive deeper into the issue and collect useful data about the public's perception of specific aspects of police corruption, such as what they think the root cause of corruption is or what their personal experience with corruption is if they have ever experienced any. The broad reach and availability of surveys across a wide diverse geographical area with relative ease is also highly invaluable as it can provide a wide range of opinions and data in order to provide an honest and truly unbiased collection of data. Compared to other methods such as in-depth interviews or focus groups, surveys are cost effective, especially when concerning online surveys. The tools that researchers have at their disposal when conducting these online surveys allow them to quickly distribute these surveys and at a low cost, ‘’The emerging data collection approach based on internet/e-based technologies (e.g. online platforms and email), is a relatively cost-effective survey alternative.’’ Regmi,P.R, et al. (2016). This method of research is also a highly effective quantitative method of researching as it is a ‘’a very useful survey tool that allow large populations to be assessed with relative ease.’’ (Jones, Baxter, and Khanduja, 2013).  researchers can also present participants with the opportunity to take part anonymously, which is beneficial when concerning sensitive topics. By providing the survey participants with this anonymity it can ‘’encourage honest responses, mitigate non response bias and increase response rates within these surveys.’’  Dovetail, (2023).  Surveys can also be quite flexible as they offer a multitude of different forms to be distributed in whether it’s through the use of the internet and online social media, by mail or even in person. To conclude, we can determine that surveys are a robust and highly informative research method that offer flexibility, cost efficiency and offer a diverse pool of unbiased results which we believe will be highly invaluable when conducting surveys relating to our topic specifically.
[bookmark: _Toc681702095]Questions that could be used in our chosen data collection method (surveys) 
1. What is your age?

2. What is your gender?
 
3. What is your ethnicity?

4. What is your occupation?

5. What is your religion? 


6. How would you rate your overall trust in your local police on a scale of 1 (no trust at all) to 10 (complete trust)? 

7. How often do you interact with the police in your daily life?

8. Have you or someone you know ever witnessed a police officer committing what you believe to be an act of police corruption?

9. Do you believe that police corruption is a big problem in your community?



10. Have you ever been offered any form of favouritism by a police officer in exchange for something? 

11. Have you ever reported an incident of police corruption? If not, please state why below?

12. In your personal experience, do you believe complaints against the police are handled effectively within your community?

13. How common do you believe it is for police officer to accept bribes within the UK?

14. Do you believe that police corruption has increase, decrease or remained the same in the last 5 years?

15. What do you believe is the most common form of police corruption (bribery, fraud, extortion, police brutality, etc.)?

16. How effectively do you think the police are fighting against corruption within their own ranks on a scale of 1 (not at all) to 10 (very effectively)?

17. How does affect your personal sense of security and safety?

18. Do you believe that police corruption has a big effect on the criminal justice system as a whole?

19. Do you believe that police corruption undermines the public's trust in the government as a whole?

20. What measures do you think would be most effective in reducing police corruption?

21. Do you think the police should offer the public more transparency in how they operate 

22. How important do you think it is that the police conduct internal investigations into case of police corruption and police integrity?

23. Do you believe that there should be harsher penalties for officer found guilty of police corruption?

24. Do you support the use of police body cameras to increase police accountability? 

25.  Are you aware of any initiatives that are in place with the aim of combating police corruption?

26. Would you support any reforms or initiatives aimed at increasing police accountability and reducing corruption?

27. How confident are you that police reform efforts can effectively reduce corruption on a scale of 1(not at all) to 10(very confident)?

28. What is your opinion on community policing as a strategy to improve relations between both the police and the general public? 
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The reason quantitative data analysis was the chosen method over other possible methods such as qualitative data analysis is because quantitative data analysis offers a robust methodology when it comes to researching the chosen topic of the ‘impact of police corruption and misuse of power on public trust and the internal cohesion of the police’. One of the main reasons  this data analysis method was picked was because during the course of the research conclusions and perspectives regarding police corruption and its impact on the public will be drawn from a broad and diverse selection of participants from across a wide selection of communities in order to gather unbiased and reliable data on the true impact police corruption has on these communities from these firsthand sources who are being affected themselves, ‘‘quantitative research generates factual, reliable outcome data that are usually generalizable to some larger populations.’’ (Verhoef and Casebeer,1997). Another reason this research method was chosen was because quantitative data analysis can provide a clear analysis of trends and patterns relating to the root causes of police corruption, as well as the numerous ways it may affect the public or at least how the public believe it is affecting them. By employing a quantitative data analysis method, subjective bias on the topic can be minimised and by employing the use of research tools such as surveys ,a range of differentiating questions relating to the topic can be gathered in order to get as much insight and reliable data as possible, as well as to target different focus points surrounding the research topic and not have data centred around only one specific point. Quantitative data analysis research methods tend to target large sample sizes and population when they are conducted, this allows the results gathered from these broad sample sizes and populations to be generalised, this is a key and important part of our research as we researching police corruption and the impact it has on these same communities we will be asking to take part in the surveys and give their answers, because of this it’s important that we draw conclusions and data that reflect not just the reality and opinions of a few individuals but of society and the public as whole. By doing this patterns and trends will emerge and we will be able to gain a deeper and more comprehensive understanding of the issue of police corruption on a much larger and more reliable scale. The final reason that we have decided to choose quantitative data analysis is because it can provide the quickest and most reliable results and with relative ease, ‘'quantitative studies are often fast, focused, scientific and relatable’’ (Williams, 2021).
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