	Exploring Connectivity Workshop 

	Today we are going to think about how and why materials, goods and people moved around the East Mediterranean during the Bronze Age. As the module progresses we are going to navigate a number of archaeological sites, various different types of object and a number of theories. Our aim is to try to visualise the people behind the archaeological record, to better understand the nature of connectivity during the Bronze Age.
Today’s exercise focuses on geographical context:.

	Activity 1: Mapping the Bronze Age East Mediterranean

	To help situate ourselves we are going to complete a map exercise, to identify some key sites we will be visiting over the module. 


	1
	Plot the following landmarks onto the map:

	Aegean
Cyclades
Argolid
	Euphrates
Sinai
Wadi Gaza
	Cyprus
Troodos mountains
Taurus mountains

	2
	Plot the following sites onto the map provided:

	Knossos
Mycenae
Tiryns
Dhaskaleio Kavos
Troy
	Ugarit
Byblos
Ebla
Mari
Tell Dab’a
	Enkomi
Hala Sultan Tekke
Alaca Höyük


	Activity 2: Becoming Interconnected

	Think about what Bernbeck (2015: 4-5) describes as the connecters. These should help you better understand how people from these sites were interconnected.
Discuss the following questions in groups:

	1
	What were the various routes of connection?

	2
	What transport systems were needed to facilitate these routes?
What emerging technologies might we be witnessing?

	3
	What other technologies of communication were needed to connect communities across the East Mediterranean?

	4
	How might we document these connectors archaeologically?


Bernbeck, R. 2015. Networks, Globalization and Power: Reflections on Past Spacialities. Pp. 3-10 in  Qatna and the networks of bronze age globalism: proceedings of an international conference in Stuttgart and Tübingen in October 2009.P. Pfälzner and M. al Maqdissi eds. Weisbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag.
(available in the library store) This volume is definitely worth looking at for your assignments.
