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List of Books the will be studied 

• Happy Endings- Margaret Atwood 

• The Company of Wolves- Angela Carter

• The Year of Spaghetti- Haruki Murukami

• The Lamb to the Slaughter- Roald Dahl

• The Handsomest Drowned Man in the World- Gabriel 
Garcia Marqueuz

• Everyday Use- Alice Walker

• Cat Person- Kristen Roupenian

• The Paper Menagerie– Ken Liu



Mind Maps 
The underlined words in each 

mind map are things I felt 

were relevant to each story. I 

read the stories and listened 

to the audio versions as well 

to see what keywords stood 

out to me when reading and 

the words that could be used 

to describe the stories when 

listening to them, the mind 

maps are a result of me 

listening to the audio books. 

Slides 3-18 include the mind 

maps I made for each story 

when I listened to them as 

well as 5 words I chose from 

each of the books that I felt 

represented what the stories 

were about and 5 words from 

each mind map that could 

also be used to represent and 

describe the stories. I wanted 

a starting point of potential 

ideas that I could work from 

to help inspire me to chose a 

story or stories to work from.



Happy Endings- Margaret Atwood 
5 words from the book

• Love 

• Eventually 

• Time 

• Confused

• Remember

5 Favourite descriptive words 

from Mind map

• Expectations

• Challenging 

• Relationships

• Death 

• Scenarios 





The Company of Wolves- Angela 
Carter

5 words from the book

• Forest

• Sharpened 

• Hunter 

• Bloody 

• Fire

5 Favourite descriptive 
words from Mind            
map

• Supernatural 

• Curse 

• Dark 

• Fantasy

• Woodland





The Year of Spaghetti- Haruki 
Murakami

5 Words from the book

• Bubbling

• Imagined 

• Sometimes 

• Crafty

• Admit

5 Favourite descriptive 
words from Mind map 

• Loneliness 

• Imagination

• Memory

• Stranger

• Dream





Lamb to the Slaughter- Roald Dahl 

5 Words from the book

• Smile

• Loved 

• Listen 

• Frozen

• Dark

5 Favourite descriptive words 
from Mind map

• Relationships

• Authority

• Alone

• Blinded 

• Psychotic





The Handsomest Drowned Man in 
the World- Gabriel Garcia Marqueuz

5 Words from the book

• Drowned 

• Compassion

• Memory 

• Handsome 

• Peaceful

5 Favourite descriptive 
words from Mind map

• Abandoned 

• Loneliness 

• Giant 

• Water

• Life Changing





Everyday Use- Alice Walker 

5 words from the book

• Dream

• Habits 

• Quilts 

• Appreciate 

• Priceless

5 Favourite descriptive 
words from Mind map

• Demanding

• Appearance

• Personality

• Ungrateful 

• Rude





Cat Person- Kristen Roupenien 

5 Words from the book

• Flirtation 

• Message 

• Lips 

• Teased 

• Uncomfortable

5 Favourite descriptive 
words from Mind map

• Relationship

• Fun

• Delicate

• Thoughts

• Awkward





The Paper Menagerie- Ken Liu

5 Words from the book

• Smile 

• Tiger 

• Trouble 

• Hushed

• Memory

5 Favourite descriptive 
words from Mind map

• Imaginative

• Playful

• Family 

• Outcast

• Sad



Main focus- Lamb to the Slaughter 
by Roald Dahl

Potential ideas 
• Blinded 

• Alone 

• Dark

• Lighting- torch light? Candle light? Shadows?

• Red

• Mystery

• Could focus on using lighting and the idea of being alone and use the lighting to cover 
parts of the face, create something distorted, illusions, broken up images.

• Could edit photos to be red or use red light to create a moody atmosphere, emphasise 
uncertainty and mystery.

• Maybe try layering photos?



Research 
and 

Inspiration



Slides 21-36 are made up of 

pages I scanned from 3 

books that inspired me and 

that I felt linked to the ideas  

I have in mind for this 

project such as, face 

distortion, layering images , 

shadows and potentially 

working with collages.











Book-

Project: Collage 

50 Projects to 

spark your 

creativity (Tate)
Bev Speight

[Published 7th March 

2019]

The Image below reminds 

me a lot of the 

photography that David 

Hockney produced 

because he also took 

photos using polaroid's 

and combined the prints 

together to make up an 

image. Its an interesting 

way to create a photo 

because its like a puzzle 

and I would be interested 

in using a method similar 

to create distorted 

images.









Camerless

photography 

Thames and 

Hudson

V&A By Martin 

Barnes

Published 2018















Torn Paper Collage- Mood boards 



Distorted Images



Raphaël Vicenzi



Raphaël Vicenzi, Untitled 
collage 2015-

Accessed from

https://www.subtraction.com/201

5/06/28/collages-by-raphael-

vicenzi/

Raphaël Vicenz, Untitled 

collage 2015-

Accessed from
https://weandthecolor.com/collages-by-

raphael-vicenzi/55631

Raphaël Vicenz, Untitled 

collage 2016-

Accessed from
https://www.behance.net/gallery/

45201955/Collages-2016

Raphaël Vicenz, Untitled analog 

collage 2019-

Accessed from
https://www.behance.net/gallery/8386275

1/ANALOG-COLLAGES

Raphaël Vicenz, Untitled collage 2016-

Accessed from
https://www.behance.net/gallery/43336385/Collages-

2016

Raphaël Vicenz, Untitled collage 2016-

Accessed from
https://www.behance.net/gallery/41571959/Collages-

2016



Raphaël Vicenzi is a self-taught illustration artist that works mainly with 

water colour paints and digitally on photoshop editing images and 

creating different collages. Vicenzi’s work tends to be based around 

women faces and women figures, in an interview he mentions that its

slightly unintentional, but he feels working in this way reflects his

personal taste in art.

The way he uses the women in is work is quite interesting because they 

tend to be represented as beautiful and delicate, but then they are put in 

dark settings with skulls and splattered paint giving it a rough graffiti type 

look and yet the women seem to fit in perfectly. I like how the women in 

his work seem to be the center point for everything else he adds to the 

images, as if those elements work around the women and their shape, 

sometimes those elements are used to complete the women and help to 

form their shape as well, it creates an interesting flow to the art pieces.

Another thing that I like about his work is the use of colour because the 

colours always compliment each other.

Vicenzi is included in my research because I really like the way he uses 

imagery and a lot of the time he will conceal a woman's face in different 

ways no longer making thing women recognizable, which is relevant to 

what I had in mind for my own work.. I like his style and the way he 

composes his collaged images which again is something that I am 

interested in applying to my own work.

Raphaël Vicenzi Untitled collage 2015-

Accessed from

(https://www.designideas.pics/2015-

collages-by-raphael-vicenzi/) 





Martin O’Neil, Quiet Riot 

Accessed from 

https://www.cutitout.co.uk/quiet-

riot

Martin O’Neil is a UK based illustrator and graphic artist that works 

internationally advertising, publishing  and designing. His work tends 

to be created in the style of mixed media collage using photography, 

paint, silkscreen and different digital techniques, he has spent years 

perfecting his own way of working.

In a lot of his work he tends to use old fashion style portraits that are

either black and white or aged, and a lot of the time adding bright 

colours to them. I like his style of work because of his use of 

contrasting colours and contrasting themes, such as when a person 

in the image looks serious, but then has added colourful flowers 

around them or he will use a portrait of someone smiling, but then 

have parts of their face braking away like a fading memory. He has 

strong themes in his work and each piece creates a different 

atmosphere.

His style of collage and use of materials inspires the work I am doing 

at the moment and is relevant to the my concept due to me wanting 

to use my inspiration from the story of Lamb to the Slaughter  to 

create work using portraiture and distortion. Also I would like to 

create a particular atmosphere with my work that is unsettling and 

uncertain and due to O’Neil’s ability to create different moods with 

each piece of work it makes his work even more relevant.



David Hockney



David Hockney

David Hockney, "Mother". 1985

Accessed from 

https://shootpics.wordpress.com/

2011/03/03/david-hockney/

David Hockney is a very talented artist that doesn’t just create 

stunning paintings but he also creates his own photography pieces. 

His photography work is mainly in the style of a collage, working with 

polaroid's to form a whole photo from the disconnected images. I like 

the clever use of composition in his photographs because its like 

putting a puzzle together wrong, he takes photos of something and 

places them back together without making them fit perfectly. I think its 

an interesting way to tell a story with a photo especially when the 

photos are of a persons face. Its like the photos show the multiple 

things a person could be thinking at one time or show a state of 

confusion or at least it could be used that way. 

Hockney is part of my inspiration due to the way he creates his 

photography work, I am interested in creating a similar effect with my 

photos because I plan to create distorted images focusing on portraits 

of people. Showing that they are not quite what they seem and even 

how you think you know who a person is and what they are supposed 

to look like, but then something happens and you no longer recognise 

them. Also using disconnected image to express how someone could be 

feeling, because I plan focus on the kind of emotion and events that 

occur in the story Lamb to the Slaughter.



Shadow Photography 

Experiments 
The first experiments I will be doing is using torch light to take photos and cast shadows 

mainly over the eyes to illustrate someone not seeing things clearly to play on how 

each character in the book Lamb to the slaughter themselves were blind to what was 

going on. This is shown when the detectives are being lied to and not seeing the 

murder weapon when it was right in front of them, the husband not seeing the wife’s 

attack coming and how in the story the wife is blinded by her emotions which made her 

act impulsively. Casting shadows over the face will help to distort it and change its 

appearance which would illustrate how we change the way we see people when they 

act in different ways as well as to achieve the idea of people being blindsided in the 

story.



These contact sheets are a 

result of me experimenting 

with one of my ideas, I have 

highlighted some that I felt 

worked well. Due to me 

working with dark photos I 

needed the photos to be 

taken as raw files so that 

they would be easier to 

manipulate and edit later. I 

used different methods to try 

and cast shadows over the 

models face  such as using 

my hand, pieces of card and 

transparent fabric with 

patterns on as well as lace. I 

used card because I wanted 

to make sure that the light 

would be blocked out 

properly were as plain paper 

would end up letting light

through.

The photo I find interesting 

on these two contact sheets 

is 2U8A0648.CR2 because 

despite her face still being 

seen, the way that the lines 

are going down her face kind 

of looks like the light is 

creating shadows through 

bars. This made me think of 

being trapped or caged which 

I thought worked nicely 

despite it not being my 

intention.



These contact sheets are 

continuing on from the 

previous, but focusing more on 

front face portraits. I quite like 

the  experiments I did with 

hand shadows on the face  such 

as the photos with stars next to 

them because it allowed me to 

conceal more of the face and 

manipulate what parts could be 

seen and what parts are not 

seen better then I could with 

pieces of card.

The photos on the bottom right 

was an experiment I thought of 

whilst doing the photo shoot, 

which was slowing down the 

shutter speed to capture the 

hands moving to conceal parts 

of the face. I thought it could 

represent how in the story Lamb 

to the Slaughter the wife didn’t 

speak the truth of what 

happened and pretended like 

she didn’t see the truth of what 

happened, which meant the 

detectives didn’t hear the truth 

of what happened either. This 

reminded me of speak no evil, 

see no evil, hear no evil, so I 

wanted to try and experiment 

with that idea by moving the

hands from the ears to the eyes 

and then over the mouth.



Trying to get the experiment of moving the hands from the hears to the eyes to 

the mouth was challenging, but I did mange to capture this action a few times. 

However, I wasn’t that happy with the way it looked so I tried taking the photos 

separately of the hands over the ears, over the eyes and over the mouth still 

using the torch as my light source. Despite these photos looking quite 

interesting I don’t think I will take that concept further. Another experiment I 

did was using the camera on a slow shutter speed again, but this time getting 

the model to move her face in different ways to try and distort the face by 

blurring it, but instead it captured each stage the face moved in. This was

interesting to me because I thought it seemed like capturing the multiple sides 

there are to a person, maybe even having a spilt personality or being two faced, 

despite not wishing to take this idea further I still thought it was relevant to the 

way the wife in the story behaves like two different people, the one capable of 

murder and the one that is welcoming, nice and polite.



The photos on this page are the

ones I felt turned out the best, i

edited them in adobe photoshop to 

get the exposure and colours right. 

I will possible use these photos to 

try out other experiments such as 

tearing them, but I quite like them 

as just photos, they manage to 

create the dark and eerie mood 

that I was aiming to achieve. 

The bottom left with the flower 

shadow was inspired by the way 

the wife came across like a delicate 

innocent flower but then murdered 

her own husband, so I wanted to 

play on the idea of appearing like 

an innocent flower on the surface, 

but not knowing what's really 

going on underneath.



The image above was an experiment I 

did by turning sections of the face 

black and white to explore the idea of 

slowly becoming less of yourself, like 

your slowly fading away. I was 

inspired the way both Martin O’Neil 

and Raphaël Vicenzi used black and 

white as well as colour in their work. 

However, due to the photo being dark

and the way I went about editing the

photo this experiment doesn’t look

that good and is hard to make out.

Originally I hoped that I 

would be able to print off

the photos that I had 

taken and try tearing 

them and cutting them 

up, however the photos 

are so dark when I printed 

one off it used up a lot of 

my printer ink which 

would make this 

experiment expensive, so I 

stuck with trying out  

digital editing instead. 

However I might try 

experimenting with collage 

in a different way with 

different photos because 

despite liking the way the 

photos I took turned out 

they are quite dark to 

work with in general as 

you can see on the left the 

digital experiments are 

quite hard to make out. I 

have concluded that if I 

want to use these photos I 

best leave them the way 

they are.

The photo above was an accident I 

did when playing around with

cropping parts of the photo and 

layering them over the same photo, 

in an attempt to create a similar style 

as David Hockney’s disconnected 

polaroid images. I thought the photo 

above was interesting at the time 

which is why I saved it, however, the 

longer I look at it the less I like it. It 

just looks similar to what I achieved 

with a slower shutter speed. 

This Final experiment I did was probably 

the most successful, inspired by Hockney I 

wanted to created an image that was 

disconnected, but still looked like it fit. As I 

have mentioned before, the image being so 

dark has made some of the cut out photo 

sections go un noticed, due to some of them

being black jut like the image underneath. I 

don’t think that I will experiment more with 

these photos because its not working out 

like I hoped, this one was the only one that 

looked ok.



Paper collage experiments
I am going to be experimenting with magazine cut outs because I want to explore the idea of situations 

falling part, years building a relationship with someone or  how you come across to people, but then 

have it take seconds to destroy, rip up and fall a part. This is carrying on from my photographs I took 

because I still plan to find ways of distorting their faces and covering their eyes to illustrate the 

inspiration I had from the characters in the book being concealed from the truth and blinded by 

emotion. Using magazines will give me more of an opportunity to play around with the way  I am able to 

distort the faces, a lot differently than I did when taking photos.  This idea was inspired from the books I 

have included in my research mood boards and from the artists Martin o’Neil and Raphaël Vicenzi.



These contact sheets are a 

result of me working with 

magazines. I had a lot more 

free rein with how I 

covered the eyes and 

changed the faces, I also 

completely removed the 

eyes on some of them 

because I wanted it to look 

more disturbing and to try 

putting words in the eyes. I 

did this because sometimes 

people will view a situation 

based on the things they 

have been told and trusting 

that what is told to them is 

the truth. The things 

people say can influence  

us and how we behave as 

well as how perceive 

things,  so I wanted to 

illustrate this in some of 

the photos, I felt it was 

relevant to what happens 

in Lamb to the Slaughter.





Collage outcomes



Editing development



Each of the collages made from the magazine cut-outs were edited multiple times to try and enhance the photo. The first photo on the left was the original 

collage I created in photo shop, I only edited the individual women cut-outs in this one because some where too exposed and duller after being scanned into 

the computer and some weren’t, so I had to level them out and make look more like they did in person. The middle collage is the result of me changing the 

appearance in Adobe Lightroom to make the image sharper, bolder and more vibrant then it was originally. The last image was the result of me darkening the 

border in an attempt to make the photo moodier and darker. I did this process with all three collages (slide 54) because I felt like they all looked too clean and 

not quite illustrating the dark unsettling feeling I wanted to portray, they come across too nice and quite commercial.  I feel like darkening the border does 

improve the images, however I feel like If I plan to take this idea further then I need to change the photos more and make them harsher and not so delicate.





I have tried to edit the collages 

that I made previously in an 

attempt to make them less 

colourful and full of life because 

I want them to be darker due to 

them representing the topic of 

being concealed and blindsided. 

I aim to make the faces less 

recognisable and nice, even by 

changing the images from 

colour to black and white it has 

changed the way it comes 

across, the women are no 

longer individual with different 

colour schemes, they are all 

serving the same purpose, it 

makes you see the collage as a 

whole image not lots of 

individual images. I did like the 

collages when they were in 

colour, but I prefer the black 

and white versions even though 

they are not going to stay black

and white.







In an attempt to make the images 

different I have cropped them on 

Adobe photoshop and put them 

back together again not trying to 

be careful and neat as I have 

when making the collage in the

first place. Mainly inspired by 

Hockney and the way he 

composes his photos I wanted the 

people to be disconnected and

less recognisable. I felt that this 

idea could link to the part of the 

story that I keep mentioning when 

the detectives get lied to, because 

sometimes the things people say 

when they lie don’t always add up 

and make sense the same way the 

divided sections don’t add up and 

make sense. 



I feel as though these collages work quite well and I like how disconnected they are, experimenting 

with them this way worked better than when I tried this experiment with the photos I had taken. 

Even though I like a lot about these photos, I cant help but feel like they are very busy and hard to 

look at, I am not sure whether it is the colour of them or whether it is because they already a lot 

going on in the images before hand, they are just a little confusing. I don’t know if I want to use 

them for my final outcomes and despite my efforts to make the collage idea work and having lots 

of ideas for this project and my collage concept, I don’t have enough time to continue 

experimenting with this idea to make it create the same mood as I accomplished with the photos I 

took.



Evaluation

This project has been an interesting one, I have enjoyed being able to work from inspiration I have had from the books I read. 
When we had the chance to find inspiration from the poem in the poetic image topic in the previous module, I found it 
interesting and even though I didn’t like the poem that I had to work from, I knew that I wanted to have the chance to do a 
similar thing again, whether it was a task given to me or something I set out to do myself. After reading and listening to the 
short stories, two of them stood out most to me, these were The Paper Menagerie by Ken Liu and Lamb to the Slaughter by 
Roald Dahl. The emotion and back story in Ken Liu’s book was quite sad and heartfelt, whereas Roald Dahls book was quite 
the opposite. It came as a surprise when I read Dahl’s short story because I thought he only wrote children’s books, however,
I felt really drawn to this book and I had a lot more ideas when reading it then I read The Paper Menagerie.

When I started working on this project, I was unsure whether I wanted to work with collage or taking photos, so in the end I 
decided to attempt both. The outcomes that I achieved with the photos I took compared to the collages I made were 
complete opposites. The mood that was created with the photos that I had taken was a lot darker than what I managed to 
create with the collages, due to the collages being a lot more colourful than the photos I took it didn’t quite have the same
impact. The Roald Dahl story was quite dark which was something I wanted to capture in my work, and despite liking the 
outcomes I was producing with the collage work, I started to run out of time to experiment further. This resulted in me 
choosing the photos I took at the start of the project as the pieces I have as my final outcomes, because they best represent
the dark, eerie, uncertain atmosphere I was hoping for and I feel they look better. Despite the faces not being as distorted as I 
had hoped they would they still represent my idea of being unable to seeing the truth. The collage work might not have quite 
fitted with this project , but I hope to come back to it in the future.
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