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This assignment is about is about my experience at the weekend seminar in Carmarthen and also about the business plan i set up with Aden, Aimee and Lauren   
It was an eye opener and an experience going to Carmarthen.
I am from Cardiff and i have been to Swansea before but never been anywhere else in Wales.
When i was told that we were going to Carmarthen, i thought to myself, this is brilliant because i am going to the valleys. We were told to be in by 5pm to check in to our rooms to be ready at 6 for class.
I goggled where Carmarthen was and i found out that it was pass Swansea and 2 hour drive.
I said to my friend Craig that i was going to the valleys and he asked me what part of the valleys are you going to and i said, Carmarthen? He laughed loudly and looked at me and laughed again? I was bit annoyed and asked him what is so funny. What have i said that made you laugh?, he said Carmarthen is not the valleys but in west Wales?  I laughed and said that is something new i learned today because pass Swansea is the valleys to me.
I left Cardiff 3pm as my goggled map predicted 1 hour and 30 minutes, everything was fine and road was clear and lovely till i got to Swansea. I was shocked because i wasn’t expecting this? I expected this kind of traffic in London, Cardiff and Birmingham but not in Swansea? The traffic was dreadlock and even after i passed Swansea, it got even worst? It was as bad as London, the snails were moving fast than us. 
It took me 3 hours to get to Carmarthen?  I was expecting green land full of greens and sheep, not a bumper to bumper and gridlock?
It was nice to meet my class mates and bethlyn, our tutor, we checked in and we had our self contained flat but we had to share the kitchen with other students.
Classes started at 6 pm, tutors introduced themselves to the students and one of tutors was annoyed and exasperated about halve of the students didn’t bother to turn up as this was very valuable experiences for the tutors and students. To feel like full time students, begin to integrate and get the feel as a full time student. to get to know the other students, as there were level 5 and level 6 students, i did ask a lot about the course when i talked to level 5 students and how they managed to do their assignments, if they were struggling from the beginning with level and how they adjust to it and passed the exams, it was very valuable experience, and proves the point the tutor Michaela was trying to make.
They were weighing options to deal with absent students and reward the attending students. She suggested of failing the absent students but it seemed like she was running out of ideas or options to punished the students that didn’t turn up and i agreed to have these students fail on this particular assignment as they didn’t attend but that is not viable way of dealing with this issued it will be a problem for the university and the organisers.
 First the classes went really well and after our super then everyone retired to their rooms;
I had a good sleep that night even though the bed was bit uncomfortable. i had my breakfast and attended my class, i meet my other class mate and the tutors started the classes, tutors were lecturing the students hourly format,  after the first tutor finished, another tutor starting his class but it has nothing to do with the class, he was absolutely spitting with anger and it took me a while to figure out what he was angry about? Apparently some of the students had an after party in the kitchen of another block, thank god not in my block and kept everyone in that block awake all night and some of the tutors had no asleep at all as this tutors started to explain, as he was talking about the misbehaviour of those students he was looking at a particular table which had few students and one of the students from that table got up and apologised for his misbehaviour and promised that it won’t happened again.
I found out after the lessons what went on.
We had a very fruitful day in classes and i learnt a lot in those 2 days. i was looking forward to the last lessen of the weekend, we had our super and chilled with my class mates and also other students from class 5 and 6, the teachers were there as well outside the restaurant ,it was a beautiful night as it lovely summer night and everyone was enjoying themselves. I left about 12 pm to go to bed as i wanted to be early in the morning to have breakfast and attend the class.
At about 2 am i was awaken by loud noises and screams and fire alarms going off so i came of my room and went in to the kitchen and to my surprised i found 5 or 6 students in the kitchen smoking drinking, buoyant and joyful, they invited me and i stayed a bit but made my excuse and went back to bed, it was hard to sleep but i rather stayed there than get accused of any mischievousness.
I was late Sunday morning as i over slept because of the noise and the racket the night before, i meet Adam my class mate on my way to the class whom i saw last night in the kitchen with the other partiers and he wasn’t happy and bit agitated, he informed me that they went to the other block of student residence after as there was more people on that side and it kicked off after , the same bloke  from the first time was in the middle of it and the same people were involved? Adam his mate was accused of all the problems occurred even though they were part of the group and the people who caused the problem the first night were in it? To me that it sounded like Adam was making out that he was discriminated and him and his mate were single ousted and even the police were informed?
We were given a business plan assignment to work on in group of 4, me Aden, Lauren and Aimee.
At this point only me and Aden attended the seminar so we decided to chose a burger bar business as Adam was in the process of opening one, but he said it is called Mac burger and i thought it will cause a copy right infringement.
 Few days After  we came back from Carmarthen Aden set up  wattsapp group were we will be able to communicate with each other and that is what we have done.
The girls also had a business plan which they knew a lot about, we had the burger business and wedding planner, after much deliberation we decided to go with the wedding planner.
Each of us was assigned to work on a particular part of the business , so i chose the money part of the business as i had businesses before and now, where i have to find out how much capital we need to invest in to the business, the start up, how much we need to borrow in case we need to grow the business,
I have to research the cost of putting the wedding event together, the chauffer, hiring the hall or hotel, food, flowers, dj and the staff. i never thought planning a wedding is so stressful and needs some many things that need organising, timing at the same  to be competitive for the right price. It is so competitive and stressful but it was as it me out of my comfort zone.
Me, Adam and the girls meet one last time before the presentations to iron out any issues concerning our chosen parts for the wedding planning business we have chosen, each one of us presented our researches and the over all of the business and if the concept was workable and realistic, it was very good day which i knew will stand us in good instead the day of the presentations.
The day of the presentation was nerve racking experience for me as i suffer from anxiety but since i have been doing this course, i have learnt how to handle it and thank god i didn’t suffer much.  We had Beth and another teacher who were assigned to ask the teams about their business plans, to see if the businesses were viable.
We were the first to go in to the class room to present our business, it was pleasant specially to have Beth there, we took our seats, and Beth had our business as we had already submitted our business plan the week before so they had time to study it.
We were interrogated professionally by Beth and the other teacher about the business plan. 
 Each one of us i think answered everything we had been acquired by the teachers and everything went really well.

On Reflection the whole experience of going away to Carmarthen was very good and rewarding, it felt like i was in university and i meet loads of people from all walks of life’s. I asked the right questions. The classes were very good and the teachers were mixing classes with bit of humour which made it nice and the atmosphere very relaxing.
The down side was that half of the students were missing which was disappointing. It wasn’t only our students were missing; there were classes specially the Cardiff class which had only 3 students attended the seminar and the rest never bothered to turn up.
There was a bit of disturbances which took place in the night, specially the first night so it would’ve been better to have had a party the first night organised by the university so the students from different levels would’ve integrated and the ice broken rather than students doing their own side party which cause a bit of havoc and even kept the teachers awake, apart from that i am having a great time doing this course.
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