Why might terrorist organisations be involved in other types of criminality, and how might intelligence gained in the investigation of such criminality inform counter-terrorism policing?
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies (2,000 words). 

The purpose of this essay is to explore the reasons why terrorist organisations may become involved in other types of criminality, and to consider how intelligence gained in the investigation of such criminality might inform counter-terrorism policing. It will begin by considering the various other types of crimes that terrorist groups may become involved in, and the potential reasons for their involvement in such crimes, before moving on to consider how investigations undertaken into these crimes can provide information to assist with tackling terrorist activity. 
The primary distinction between groups that are considered terrorist organisations, and other types of criminal organisations is typically seen as being rooted in their motivations for committing terrorist or criminal acts. Often, the main motivation of a terrorist organisation is to seek political change on behalf of a certain cause or group of people, where as criminal organisations are typically seeking economic gain (Stohl, 2008). When violent acts of terror are committed, the aim is usually to send some sort of message to the public and/or the government, whereas when criminals resort to violent acts, it is often to achieve tactical objectives in pursuit of monetary gain. Furthermore, the two groups differ in that criminals prefer to go unnoticed by the public so as to avoid detection and not to instigate any sort of reaction or intervention from the government, whereas a terrorist group might wish to draw as much attention to itself as possible, including attention from the media, in order to place pressure upon governments and get a reaction from them (Stohl, 2008). However, according to much of the recent literature, terrorist organisations and criminal organisations are becoming increasingly interlinked. The list of behaviours related to terrorism that are criminalised is being extended all the time, with the majority of activities that terrorist groups undertake in order to pursue their objectives now being classed as a criminal offence.  It is perhaps a given that by the time an organisation resorts to committing an act of terror as a means of achieving it’s aims, there will be very little that the group is involved in that is not illegal (Dandurand & Chin, 2004). 
Makarenko (2004) describes how during the 1990’s the “crime-terror nexus” was consolidated, whereby organised crime and terrorism became converged. One of the most commonly seen occurrences of this is where terrorist groups use crime as a source of funding, for example, taxing the drug trade or committing credit card fraud. This relationship between the two groups is described by  Makarenko as a continuum. He stated that depending on the environment within which it is operating, a single group may move up and down the scale between a traditionally terrorist organisation, or a traditionally criminal organisation, and its position may change all the time. Some groups will occupy a central position on this continuum, as they will exhibit characteristics typical of both a terrorist organisation and a criminal organisation. 
There are a wide variety of reasons why terrorist and criminal groups may form relationships, or why terrorist groups may become involved in other types of criminal activity. For example, criminal and terrorist groups may interact with each other in order to share “intangible resources.” This may include things like expert knowledge on bomb-making or money laundering (Makarenko, 2004). They may also look to combine their resources for smuggling goods or people across borders. Organised crime groups may share their knowledge of routes for the illicit transfer of shipments and transportation of narcotics with terrorist organisations for example. In return, the criminal gang is able to tap in to the terrorist group’s expert knowledge in military tactics, weaponry, or skills relating to explosive devices. An example of this knowledge sharing was when Pablo Escabar allegedly hired the National Liberation Army to construct car bombs in 1993, since no one within his organisation had the skills to do so (Bjornehed, 2004). 
Another reason why terrorist and criminal groups may form allegiances is for operational purposes. According to Makerenko (2004), since the end of the Cold War and the decline of the state sponsorship of terrorism, organised criminal activities have become a major source of funding for many terrorist groups. The most common criminal activity that these groups involve themselves with to fund their other activities is the illegal drug trade, something which dominates the literature on this subject (e.g. Berry et. al 2002, Iciardi, 200). This phenomenon is now commonly referred to as “Narco-terrorism” (Bjornehed, 2004).  One example of this is the relationship between the Albanian Mafia and the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA). In this case, following the demise of the Albanian government in the 1990’s, the Albanian Mafia took control of heroin trafficking routes throughout the Balkans. At the same time, the KLA was established, who were seeking an independent state from Serbia. A relationship was formed between the two groups for the purpose of smuggling heroin. The profits from the Mafia were funnelled to the KLA, which was then used to buy weapons, often in “drugs for arms” arrangements (Makarenko, 2004). Other known examples of terrorist groups which have been linked to the illegal drug trade include Basque Homeland and Freedom Movement and the Kurdistan Workers Party (KPP). McCarthy (2003) observed that drug trafficking can have sometimes have a twofold purpose for terrorists in that whilst it is a lucrative way of raising funds, it can also be used as a way of weakening their enemies by flooding their society with addictive substances.  
In addition to drug trafficking, terrorists will sometimes use these same routes and resources to smuggle arms or even people as a way of funding their activities. There is a tendency for arms and narcotics in particular to become elements of the same transnational trafficking operations (Dandurand & Chin, 2004). 
Other criminal activities that terrorist groups have been associated with in order to fund their activities include fraud and counterfeiting. For example, Al Qaeda’s European financial network is largely reliant on credit card fraud, which takes place in Algeria. Groups can also become involved in activities such as the transport and sale of counterfeit goods such as cigarettes and computer software, as evidenced by Albanian Extremist Groups. It has been estimated that these criminal sources of funding raise nearly 1 million USD per month (Makerenko, 2004). 
In addition to the above, terrorist groups have also been known to commit crimes such as kidnapping and robberies. Bank robberies in particular can be an important source of income for many groups, as they can be committed by isolated cells of the organisation. Other groups have also been known to engage in protection rackets and even contract murders (Dandurand & Chin, 2004).
As previously touched upon, it can also sometimes be the case that one or more terrorist and criminal groups start out as separate entities, but converge into one single entity over time. It can also be the case that an organisation may start out as a terrorist organisation, but gradually transform into a solely criminal organisation or vice versa. This may be due to the motivations and objectives of the group changing over time. For example, a group which started out as a terrorist organisation can change its focus to purely financial gain through illicit means, sometimes using their original political objectives as a façade for their criminality (Makarenko, 2003). 

Given that criminal organisations and terrorists groups are now often interlinked, or that terrorist organisations are themselves are committing criminal acts in order to fund their terrorist activities for example, this affords police who investigate certain crimes, particularly those committed by organised criminal gangs, a potential opportunity to gather intelligence on terrorist organisations, which can in turn inform counter-terrorism policing. 
Having an awareness of the types of crimes that a terrorist organisation may be involved in is in important factor in this. If an organised crime group is known to smuggling drugs for example, an activity which is well known to frequently be a source of funding for terrorism, then officers investigating the criminal gang should look into the possibility of any connections with terrorist activity. If any such connection is identified, then this intelligence should be shared with the relevant counter-terrorism officers as a matter of priority. 
However, it would seem that up until recently, this sharing of counterterrorism intelligence has not necessarily been common practice, with different law enforcement agencies often working in isolation. This appears to be a universal issue, termed the “Justice Silo Effect” by Kelty et. al (2013). After the September 11th terrorist attacks in the USA for example, a key shortcoming recognised by the 9/11 commission was that agencies had failed to share information between each other. The commission identified that not only were there technological barriers to the sharing of information between agencies, but arguably more significantly, there were organisational and cultural obstacles (Ratcliffe, 2016). 

There are some clear benefits to sharing information between different agencies. For example, it can assist with identifying groups or individuals who are at risk of committing terrorist acts, and can facilitate the efficient use of resources by targeting those who are at a greater risk (Ratcliffe, 2016). Brown (2018) described how “linkage blindness” can become a barrier to sharing counter-terrorism intelligence, whereby information is only available in one jurisdiction and not another, leading to the full context of the terrorism threat not being realised. It is therefore important for agencies to work in partnership and develop trusting relationships with each other, in order to break down information barriers. In some cases, this will involve redefining organisational cultures within well-established agencies. Police forces are now being asked to tackle a range of threats that were not considered an issue when the current cohort of police leaders initially joined the force. These leaders are now having to quickly adapt to a new policing environment, with the threat of terrorism being a consistent consideration (Ratcliffe, 2016). 
Identifying and eliminating organised terrorist groups requires more in-depth and up to date local intelligence than what agencies currently have available, including a sharper analysis of political and cultural trends, knowledge of how these terrorist groups are operating, and how they are being funded, something which police forces investigating certain criminal activities connected with terrorist organisations can at least make a contribution towards. However, eliminating the barriers between local police forces and intelligence agencies and even between intelligence agencies is easier said than done. In addition to the issues already mentioned above, this can also be because the practical demands of a counter-terrorism operation can sometimes stand in the way of breaking the link between organised crime and terrorism. An example of this is where the US and NATO chose to turn a blind eye to production and smuggling of opioids in Afghanistan, due to the fact that they were able to gain intelligence on the Taliban from local people, who were often involved in this trade (Viano, 2020). 

To conclude, there are a whole range of reasons why a terrorist organisation may become involved in other types of criminality, the primary motivation often being financial. However, they may also become connected with other criminal gangs in order to share information and resources such as knowledge of smuggling routes. Intelligence gained in the investigation of such criminality can therefore help to inform counter-terrorism policing, provided that the different agencies involved continue to work together to break down communication barriers, and share any relevant intelligence gained during the course of an investigation with each other. 
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4. “Whilst public apathy and non-engagement are significant barriers for Neighbourhood Policing Teams to overcome, people who are anti-police or who might appear to be unwilling to engage are precisely those whom the police most need to engage” (Cosgrove and Ramshaw, 2013). Why might some groups be reluctant to engage with police, and to what extent do the police have a role in creating and maintaining community cohesion? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. (2000 words)

The well-known principle that "the police are the public and the public are the police" embodies the long-standing "consensus" policing tradition in the UK (Peak and Glensor, 1996). The distance between police and the communities they served grew over the second half of the 20th century as police stations either closed permanently or started operating with fewer staff members and vehicle patrols taking the place of foot patrols. (Rogers, 2017)

Over the last 5 years the publics perception of the police has changed (YouGov, 2023) tracks the statistics of the general public and their thoughts and feelings towards the police. in December 2019 statistic showed that 77% of the population believed that the police were doing a good job, 17% of persons believed the police were doing a bad job and then 6% weren’t sure. This was at a time where the UK’s threat level was reduced from severe to substantial but also a surge in knife crime with over 130 homicide investigations. (Shropshire Star, 2019) Whereas, 4 years later in December 2023 the statistics have changed quite dramatically. Now under 50% of the public think that the police are doing a good job, and over 40% of the general public actively stating that the police are doing a bad job. (YouGov, 2023)

The hesitancy of specific groups to interact with the police is a complex matter that stems from historical, sociological, and systemic elements. To fully grasp the complexity involved, it is important to investigate the reasons that underlie this reluctance. One significant factor contributing to the reluctance is the historical context of police-community relations. Instances of police misconduct, discriminatory practices, and abuse of power have eroded trust, particularly among marginalised communities. Whereas in December 2023 

In the UK, the Stop and Search policy has been a source of contention, disproportionately affecting ethnic minorities. A study by Vomfell, L and Stewart, N (2021) indicates the high number of specific ethnic minority groups, particularly Black and Asian individuals, in stop and search incidents throughout the United Kingdom, which subsequently heightens feelings of isolation and hostility towards the police. Because of a perceived absence of fairness and impartiality, individuals in these communities could be less willing to interact with Neighbourhood Policing Teams.

Additionally, research indicates that an excessive reliance on stop and search tactics might damage the public's trust in the police. Frequent stop and search interactions can generate a hostile environment in communities, leading to anger and a perception of harassment among individuals who are subjected to these methods, according to research performed by The Police Foundation (2016). These unpleasant encounters might make people doubt the authority of police acts and harbour suspicions about their intentions, which can eventually breed a general mistrust of the criminal justice system.

The public's distrust is increased by the stop and search policies' lack of accountability and transparency. Shortcomings in the recording and monitoring of stop and search interactions were brought to light in a report by the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC), which raised concerns about the potential of abuse and exploitation of these powers (IOPC, 2033). The absence of comprehensive oversight in procedures could lead to the recurrence of illegal or discriminatory acts, which could further undermine public trust in the impartiality and honesty of the police.
In the United Kingdom, people who live in deprived regions tend to have less faith in the police than people who live in affluent areas. Numerous socioeconomic variables that affect how the public views the police, and how they engage with the criminal justice system might be blamed for this happening. Jackson et al (2020) research demonstrates how inequality in society, including deprivation, unemployment, and limited access to high-quality healthcare and education, affect how the public views the legitimacy of the police in areas of poverty. In addition to making people feel more excluded and marginalised, these social barriers also make people feel cut off from mainstream organisations, such as the police. People' mistrust and disappointment are further fuelled by the perception that methods used by police in poorer neighbourhoods are inadequate at resolving underlying social problems. According to research by Skogan (2017), people who live in underprivileged neighbourhoods frequently believe that law enforcement measures are insufficient or ineffectual in tackling problems including drug usage, poverty, and teenage violence. The impression that there is a mismatch between community needs and policing goals contributes to indifference and disillusion with the police, which reduces confidence in their ability to successfully serve and protect the public.

In addition, the police play a critical role in maintaining and promoting community collaboration. Lockey et al., (2019) conducted a study that highlights the value of community-oriented policing tactics in promoting cooperation and establishing confidence. The gap between the police and reluctant communities can be narrowed via effective communication, community outreach, and attending to the unique needs of different groups. Because of their individualised approach, neighbourhood policing teams can be extremely beneficial in recognising and resolving the unique problems that each group has. In order to achieve this, programmes like outreach campaigns, community forums, and officer training in cultural awareness are crucial parts of a larger plan. College Of Policing, (2024) explain one proactive step to improve community participation in the UK is the creation of Police and Community Support Officers (PCSOs). As a result of their integration into the community, these officers act as a point of contact between the general public and the police, encouraging the development of a more approachable and neighbourhood-focused force. (O’Neill, 2015)

Studies show that, for a variety of reasons, younger people are less prone than adults to interact with the police. Youngsters’ impression of the legitimacy of the police, which is shaped by their interactions and experiences, is one important element. Young people frequently view police activities as arbitrary, unfair, and discriminating, which undermines their trust and cooperation, according to a study by Bradford et al. (2014). Additionally, Weitzer and Tuch's (2006) research indicates that adverse experiences with the police, like harassment or profiling, can influence young people's perceptions of police and discourage them from contacting or interacting with them. Moreover, socioeconomic variables like marginalisation and poverty exacerbate youth's feelings of alienation and mistrust of the police (Dowler, 2003). These results demonstrate the complicated relationships between institutional, social, and personal elements that affect young people's reluctance to interact with the police.

Public opinions of the police are greatly influenced by how police wrongdoing is portrayed in the media. While good portrayals may increase public support, negative media has the potential to undermine public faith in police organisations. Studies have shown that police officers in these neighbourhoods have engaged in instances of excessive force, racial profiling, and harassment. These actions contribute to the perpetuation of unfavourable attitudes and the escalation of feelings of animosity and mistrust (Tyler, 2017). A study by Dunham, Alpert and Mclean (2020) found that media coverage of police misconduct tends to overshadow positive interactions, creating a perception of widespread corruption within law enforcement agencies. Moreover, research by (Fan, 2019) argues that being exposed to negative media representations of police inappropriate conduct can lower the level of satisfaction with police services and raise public distrust of the police. For instance, the disproportionate targeting of individuals from low-income backgrounds during stop and search interactions has been connected to feelings of discrimination and unjust treatment, which erodes trust in the criminal justice system and the police in general (Bowling et al., 2019).

Additionally, the way the media frames incidents involving police misconduct significantly influences the general public's perception. Public impressions may not be significantly impacted when misbehaviour is presented as isolated episodes. However, public trust can be seriously compromised when inappropriate conduct is presented in the media as part of a broader problem within the police service or as a systematic issue (Tyler, Fagan, & Geller, 2014). In particular, among marginalised communities that may already have strained relationships with the police, this framing might contribute to perceptions of police officers as unjust or repressive (Weitzer & Tuch, 2005).

High-profile instances of misbehaviour, particularly those concerning themes of racial or social inequality, have the potential to generate widespread public suspicion and foster an understanding of the institutional challenges inside the police service. The way the media presents these instances affects not just how the public views the police but also how issues of politics and policy are discussed in relation to police tactics. It is important for police officials to comprehend the dynamics of how the media portrays them in order to successfully tackle public issues and regain public confidence in their organisations. (College of Policing,2022)

Furthermore, the widespread utilisation of social media has increased the impact of media coverage on the public's opinion of police inappropriate conduct. Images and videos showing wrongdoing can spread quickly online, affecting public opinion and how people see the police (Bryant & Carlson, 2019). These online communities give the general public a direct way to voice their concerns and experiences with the police, which might breed public mistrust and scepticism of the police service. As a result, it is essential that police organisations and media outlets acknowledge the significant impact that media coverage has on public perceptions and strive to encourage accountability, openness, and confidence in the communities where they operate.

The independent Office for Police conduct (IOPC) every year independently investigate police officers regarding their behaviour and misconduct on and off duty. In the year 19/20 the IOPC published statistics that show how the public perceive them and if they believe they deal with incidents properly and are as impartial as they state. These statistics show that 44% of all respondents are very confident that the IOPC are doing a good job with only 16% of respondents saying they don’t. (IOPC, 2020)

In conclusion, the stop and search strategy in the UK has been associated with public mistrust because of its perceived ineffectiveness, disproportionate impact on certain communities, and lack of accountability and transparency in how it is implemented. Rebuilding trust between the police and the communities they serve, as well as ensuring that policing methods are fair, effective and sensitive of people's rights and dignity, are essential to addressing these problems. As well as people from underprivileged communities in the UK have different levels of trust in the police depending on a variety of complicated interrelated issues, including socioeconomic status, past police inappropriate conduct, and views on the effectiveness of policing. A layered strategy that places a high priority on engagement with the community, accountability, and the fair distribution of opportunities and resources to marginalised groups is needed to address these fundamental problems. Police organisations are able to start the process of re-establishing trust and establishing constructive relationships with citizens in underprivileged areas by tackling the underlying causes of mistrust and collaborating with local communities. Furthermore, socioeconomic issues, historical mistrust, and feelings of unjust treatment are the main causes of some groups' unwillingness to interact with the police in the UK. Neighbourhood Policing Teams ought to acknowledge the distinct obstacles encountered by these communities and execute tactics that give precedence to openness, impartiality, and communal cooperation. The police play a crucial role in fostering and preserving community cohesiveness by proactively addressing the concerns of reticent groups in addition to removing obstacles to participation.
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